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“When you pass through the waters I will be with you ... Because you are

precious in my sight and honored, and I love you...” Isaiah 43
Shalom,

The experiences of Hurricane Harvey are beyond the words of a short article. But, it is important to hear
the ancient words of Scripture and be reminded that God is with us through it all. Thave been through floods
in Iowa, the Hill Country of Texas and Houston. While there is NO question that Harvey is the worst, each is
horrible and takes so much time, money and effort to emerge from and rebuild. We will be processing this for
a long time. Through this time, we must be wise, share God’s strength, grace and encouragement; and assist
each other in navigating through very human systems of recovery. And so I share these points, some from my
experiences and some from others. We are in a marathon now, not a sprint - everything will take much, much
longer than you want it to.

Make sure to pace yourself! Let others help you, even if it seems minor and you know that others have is
worse. I’ll never forget someone from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance coming into my house, us telling
them, “We’ll be fine, others have it worse” and them saying, “This is bad! You need help. ’If someone asks
“what can [ do?” tell them something specific — whether it’s bags, sandwiches, or hugs. Take pictures - lots of
pictures. Establish how high the water was inside and outside of your house. You need to prove how deep the
water was as part of your flood claim. Use a yardstick or ruler on the outside of your house to establish the
high water mark. File your claim immediately - get in line for adjustors, etc Save all receipts - all of them.
Also, you’ll also want to keep records of all gifts. As soon as the water recedes, start mitigating the damage.
Shopvac out what water you can, remove the wet carpets, remove the baseboards and start removing wet
sheetrock.

Cut a line above the damage. The straighter you cut, the easier the rebuild will be. Bag debris and take it
outside. Save a square of ruined carpet and ruined carpet pad for the insurance to verify replacement value - if
you have multiple carpets, save multiple samples. - Your goal is to get anything wet out of your house so it
can begin to dry. Take pictures of any damage you see, wet sheetrock, carpet, furniture, anything you want to
claim. Document individual items - each shirt, book, etc. needs to be documented for the claim - if you claim
20 books, photograph the 20 books - be exact and over detailed. Once you get the wet stuff out and open the
walls, fans and your air conditioner, and a dehumidifier will go a long way. There are services that do this,
but they can be pricey. Anything you do yourself or have friends help you with leaves more resources for re-
building. Many “clean up kids” include bleach. Spray the studs with bleach as they dry out. Ask for refer-
ences on contractors and workers.

Be prepared to wait for the good ones. Plastic storage tubs work better than cardboard for storage of your
undamaged stuff. During this stressful time, remember to be nice to your adjustor - they will be valuing your
loss and establishing the rebuild - every dollar counts, so be a pleasant memory for the adjustor, rather than
being “that” person Insurance claims regarding flooding all go through FEMA. The time between the adjustor
visiting your house and you getting money takes weeks/months - be patient - there will be lots of claims and
the need for many people handling them. When you offer help for a friend, offer something specific, or just
bring something like lunch. These are overwhelming times and sometimes the standard answer is “We’re fi-
ne” even when you know they’re not. Let us encourage each other as we seek to be the hands and feet of
Christ, showing God’s love in action and remind all that Relationships Matter!
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of the Month

Westside Homeless Prevention (WHP) Program

The Mission Team wanted to tell you about one of our church’s benevolences. This
is our “Mission of the Month” - the Westside Homeless Prevention Program.

The wHp program was created in 1994. It is a 501(c)(3) organization that depends
entirely on private individuals, groups, grants, congregations, and businesses to fund its oper-
ations. WHP’s mission is to prevent and end homelessness for families by providing them
with resources and supporting services that lead to self-sufficiency. WHP’s program is de-
signed to empower families with children within the Spring Branch Independent School Dis-
trict (SBISD) area to achieve self-sufficiency and permanent housing through personal effort,
education and growth. One major objective is to protect the children’s education by pre-
venting the families from having to move from one school to another during the same school
year. Our church donates $1200 to WHP each year.

How your donation helps:

« $5,000 provides 3 months subsidized rent for 3 families

« $1,200 provides 1* month’s rent, utilities, apartment application fees and a bed for each
child for a family entering the program

« S$500 provides continuing education courses through ESL, HCC and job-training classes for
3 parents which increases earning potential

« $250 provides safe, after-school care for 1 child so a parent can work without worry

« $100 provides transportation for 1 adult to and from work for 3 months

« S50 provides one counseling session for 3 families. Therapy can be the key to healing trau-
ma from homelessness
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Presbyterian Women’s new and improved

Go to www.presbyterianwomen.org

Visit this new website to learn more about PW’s involvement
with justice and peace, missions, community-building,
Horizons magazine, the 2017-2018 Bible study on “Cloud of
Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews,” program
information, 2018 Churchwide Gathering, Mission Pledge, and
much more! Go to the different sections and then navigate the
different links to see where everything is. Then you could type
the new address in your browser, and bookmark the page to
make frequent visits to the website easier. PW’s new website
awaits your exploration!



http://www.presbyterianwomen.org

The PW Communi-tea headed by Delia Nix , held on Sunday, August 6, was
attended by about 60 ladies and girls of all ages from our congregation and community.
Over $1700 was raised through the silent auction, benefit raffles and contributions for
the Spring Branch Presbyterian Men and Women'’s Scholarship/ Mission fund organized
by Carol Davis. Among the Items donated were gift baskets, handmade cowboy boots,
restaurant gift cards, babysitting and lawn services by youth of the church, jewelry, can-
dles, vases, backpacks of school supplies, and perfumes. Hostesses of tables organized
by Barbara Tremble provided their own china and centerpieces for the 8 tables. Thanks
to Lu Taylor, Terry Austin, Barbara Tremble, Denise Wilborn, Delia Nix, Rev Kristen Galle,
Jan Fitts, and Patty Nanney.

Scones, fruit trays, cookies, and tea sandwiches were provided by members of the con-
gregation. Thanks to Kay Craig and her crew who provided the delicious treats: Betty
Magnusson, Jessica Magnusson, Sarah Dikeman, Jan Fitts, Lu Taylor, Beth Mizwa, Patti
Nanney, Terry Austin, Barbara Tremble, Kate Cross, Patty Blome, Jacquie ballesteros,
Laurie Mitchell, Miriam Vyles, Margaret Rouse, Elizabeth Powell, Susan Heitshusen, and
Doris Wright. Patti Nanney gave an overview of the Horizons Bible study for the year —
A Cloud of Witnesses, The Community of Christ in Hebrews. The guests heard witness
statements from several recipients of the PW Scholarship and what it has meant to
them in their pursuit of educational opportunities. Thank you Melissa Rendon, Alex
Napuri, and Rebeca Alegria for sharing your stories.

Kudos to others who helped to set up and take down the tables, for taking tickets, and
registration at the table, Patty and Steve Nanney, Linda Crawford, Susan Heitshusen,
Marguerite Priest, Amber Murphy, Patty Walsh, Larie Mitchell, Kat Dethloff ,Margaret
Rouse, Patty Blome, Jennifer Miller, Elizabeth Powell, Kate Cross, Jacquie Ballesteros,
Doris Wright, Stephanie Premer and her mother.

A grateful thanks to Delia Nix who organized this annual event. What a wonderful way
to begin the new season as we gather together in our church community.
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Scholastic Book Fair

</ You are invited to the Academy’s Open House and Scholastic
Book Fair. Come and check out your wonderful school mission. Meet
the teachers, children and their parents. Remember, help to improve
our children’s minds - buy and donate books from the Book Fair.

Hope to see you there! - Ist Wednesday Supper

FESTIVAL

T, ] Friday, October 13
Dear Church Friends, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
The Academy's Fall Festival is Friday, October 13th - mark your calendar. It's

time to start collecting the following items. See pumpkin patch poster on
Wednesday, September 13th, by the office, to choose an item to donate.

FOOD ITEMS: Canned sodas, Juice boxes, Bottle water,
Candy, Chips, (individually wrapped) Hot dogs & Buns,
Cookies, Cakes, Cup cakes, Trinkets/mini toys for prizes.

BIG SPONSOR ITEMS: Carousel $350, Train Ride $350,
Bounce House Maze $400, Petting Zoo $500, Airplane Ride $400

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE WELCOMED

The Academy heavily depends on donations from members, parents & friends
who give graciously to help raise money. This year our goal is for classroom
computers and a teacher computer for the school.

Thank you for your generous support!




New volunteers are needed !!

' Volunteers needed to participate in SBPC’s College Connec-
tion, an outreach ministry to the SBPC and PCHAS (Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services) college students. Mail encour-
agement letters and birthday and holiday cards to an assigned
college student throughout this school year. And PRAY for your
student as he/she goes through the college experience.

In addition, PW will be sending fall and spring “care packages”
with tasty treats and school supplies to all students. YOUR partic-
ipation in College Connection is so important to maintain a per-
sonal touch with students from SBPC members---Contact Carol
Davis to volunteer!

CLEANUP KIT
COLLECTION

In cooperation with Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, we are collecting supplies for
cleanup buckets to aid those affected by
Hurricane Harvey. Please obtain and bring

items from the list below, which we will
assemble with the quantities listed.

/ Cleanup Bucker Kit N

5-gallon bucket with resealable lid (1)

Scouring pads (5)

Sponges, assorted sizes (7)

Scrub brush (1)

Cleaning towels (18 reusable, like Easy Wipes®) (1 pkg)

Dry laundry detergent, 50-78 oz. (1 box)

Liquid concentrated household cleaner (like Lysol®™), 12 oz. (1)
Liguid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn®), 24-28 oz. (1)
Clothespins, 48-50 (1 pkg)

Clothesline, 50 or 100 ft (1, or 2 - 50 ft.)

Dust masks (5)

Rubber/latex gloves (like Playtex®) (2 pair)

Work gloves (1 pair)

Heawy-duty trash bags (24 to 28 count roll, 30-45 gallon) (1)

Qsect repellant {prefer pump, drops or lotion), 6-9 oz. (1) /




In the aftermath of Harvey, the church provided a
safe place to drop off children so their parents could spend
some time getting work done, or just getting a break. A
thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped
staff this outreach. Fun was had by all!



FESTIVAL
R FAITH

Spring Branch Presbyterian

September 17, 2017
Begininworshipat 10:50am
1215 Gampbell Road

Food Trucks Bounce House
Games Pops
Mission Projects and more!

Find new ways to grow in your faith this year!

Worship * Mission * Fellowship * Faith Development
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Presented by:
Mad Science Houston

| | @
GOD = ONE ANOTHER = WORLD

1215 Campbell Rd.

Refreshments

www.springbranchpres.org/ideaspring

Questions? IdeaSpring@SpringBranchPres.org




CHECK o
i QUT

PW has
a new
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Presbyterian Women (PW)

The Crurch has one SOrcie which meets the 2o Wednesdsy cfthe meoth st §530am,
sometimes It homes and sometimes ot e Church. There is andther night circle, the Unaing
CirCie, ahich ususly meets the 3w Monday of the month a2 8 iocsi restauret. The PV inveives
the women In Bidie S%Cy, :2I0ASAD, missica, and service. Cick here for more Rformation

Bk Study — The 201 7-2018 study Will use e Morzons' cumiculum Clood of Wenesses, The
Communly of Christ in Hebrews.

Fellowship — In 830500 20 the R250aship enjoyed st Crdje meetings, the women pian varioes
outngs on the 3rd \Wecnessay moming of the month as well 83 some Oungs on other days of
the month

Mission - The PV 300050 8 MSSion 4nd 10 SLEEOR CAUrch women With scholershios and

emenency needs 83 nel B3 SUSOCINg the Prestyterian Chidren's Home and Senvices
(PCHABS) trough congtions, Diridsy Cards, Care caTKages, 8nd other CCrglion tems.

Service = To raise funcs for ther mission, they RCic Mssion 8oup Dinners as wel as cther
althities. Aise, the & Wednesday et 30 am_ women meet iC S3® heart shaped plioas
anich are congted through Common Trrescs (8 Communky Dased oroup) to hosphaiized
patents Memoers 8150 kR, Crochet, Or sew tems Cn ther Oan Ime That sre Jonsied
Leackirship = Our P officers moderstors are not elecied Dut are ol volumteers every yeer,
Seooing P 10 take the DOSEICNS needed or anatever, whenever, Rowever,

Forms and Documents

What ls PW?

P/ 5 the women's crpenizstion of the Prestyterien Church USA. Come jon us end leam how
13 oive beck!

Prestytedien Women end Prestyterien Men SChoiershics are svelisdie % men 872G women of
SBPC—coliege stucents, DOSt Srads, anycne tating technical Courses, Sradusting Hiph SChoo!
seniors entering nto 8 College or Universty

An Honorary Life Memberchip (HLM) n Presdyterisn Women Renors 8n Indivicuel's fathi
senice In some ares of Church work. Men, women, moderaiors, lescers, teachers, officers,
£asirs, MEsioneries 80C I Pave recehed this honor. The ChUNCh Groud confeming is RCaor
8 83ked 3 3213 81 Ponorary Ife memRership fonm with 8 Check (paysdie % Tressurer of
Presoyterien Women) 10 e treasurer of Presdyterian Viomen In their presjytery.

Links
Nstional Presbyterian Women's WeDaite
Synod of the Sun Presdyterian Women's Webslte

PC{USA) Women's Ministries

YOUTH & CHILDREN ~

SPRING BRANCH
Presbyterian Church

FORGUESTS CONTACTUS

1215 Campbell Road

7 22 713-464-7659
Houston, TX 77055, /13 164765

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP +  MISSIONS ~  OUR CHURCH FAMILY

"

:
iy

Q Spring Branch [ £] 2
< Presbyterian

Reading Lists

Missed Sunday's Sermon? Hese is
Rev. Kristin Galie's message on
Finaing Treasure™ from the Gospel
Re Matt 13:31-33 44-5

Our Vision Reading, Matthew 3.44-52
Feel free to share with famdy and
fiends. God Bless

As passionate disciples of God,

we live and share the good news Fin...

of Jesus Christ with the world
around us.

OnS

Now you can go to one location to get all of
the news about the Presbyterian Women’s
(PW) group for our church.

Do you want to know what is PW?
It’s there!

Do you want to know about circle groups,
what they do, and when they meet?
It’s there!

Do you want to get a scholarship form to sub-
mit for the SBPC Presbyterian Women and
Presbyterian Men Scholarships?

It’s there!

Do you want a quick link to the national
and synod PW websites?
It’s there!

Even if you want to contact a member of the
PW Board or find out more PW information,
It’s there!

We hope you will check it out and find it
helpful.
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Beautify the Church

INTERESTED in beautifying the sanctuary on
Sunday mornings while honoring a loved one or
commemorating a special occasion? The Sign
Up Calendar is located in the Narthex!The cost
per arrangement is $65.00. Special arrange-
ments vary and should be requested EARTY'!
Checks should be written to SBPC and given to
Jorida in Church Office.

IMPORTANT PRESPRESS & BULLETIN REMINDER

ALL PRESPRESS articles are DUE no later than the 23RD of each month! A
“Remind Email” will be sent on the 20th of each month. Please email your articles
to secretary@springbranchpres.org no later than the 23rd.

BULLETIN information is DUE no later than the Wednesday before service.

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS Church’s Prayer Chain List?
Would you like to receive our weekly announcements via email = A Prayer Chain Email is sent to our
every Friday? Sign-up by visiting our Church website, “prayer warriors” when we receive
www.springbranchpres.org. word about someone in need.

Contact Church Office or Sarah

CLICK “sign up for our Mailing List”. Dikeman if you'd like to be added.



rThe Gathering Place meets Monday, September 18th

at 10:00 AM! More volunteers are always needed. a
If you can spare one Monday of the month (the

I third Monday) from 9ish to lish, we would love for

you to join us. Please join us. It will be a fun and

I rewarding experience!

Unwind Dinner Group will meet Monday, Sep-
tember 18th at 6:00pm! Watch your email for
the location. Text or email Denise Wilborn at

(713) 725-2816 or dwilborn55@)gmail.com to
rsvp or with any questions.

(“Hamburgers”) will resume September

6th at 6:00pm. W 82 W

Meets September 27th at
9:30 AM in Conference Room. Join us for stuffing and

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER W m

sewing heart pillows for local hospital patients.




James M. "Mike"
Marcos Franco Jr.
Robert "Bobby" Balli
Ponal McRoberts
Collgen lsanan Rust
Colg Jon Cassidy
legx Norris

Rev. Mark Plunkett
lrisa Merritt

Ron Tremble
Jonathon "Jony" flammond
Wbigail {Irce

Garth teitshusen
Sara lsanan

Carol Pavis

losiam Rust

lsindsey Reng Craig
Ratig Fairehild
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Pel Rennedy
Beverly "BJ" Cook
Pylan Mancilla
Josgph Vadgn
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Theresa "Tessi¢" Morris
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9/2
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/6
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9/8
9/10
9/10
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9/13
9/13
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9/15
9/15
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Paul Craig

William "Bill" Fairehild
Warren Ballgsteros
{Ingela {ree

frances Millar

GQrace Paley
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Jake Miller
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lsu Mitchell
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9/20
9/20
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9/22
9/24
9/25
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9/26
9/27
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9/30

Wubrey and Pauris Galbreath
Jean and Pr. Gene Boisaubin

Jennifer and Pavid Fuller
lsang and lsgslig Rgnnedy
lsaurig and Gary Mitchell

9/2
9/6
9/t
9/8
9/2

lsudovic Massamba and €dda Chiwa 9/15

Rev. Pat and Tom Ryan

Stegphgn and Bunnig lbgzon

9/15
9/22
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< Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
f:, 1215 Campbell Road
Z Houston, Texas 77055
(713) 464-7659
www.springbranchpres.org

GOD » ONE ANOTHER =« WORLD

Personnel would like to introduce our two new
faces around the church:

Our new Church Assistant, Secretary and Receptionist is Esther De Avila. She describes her-
self as a 26-year-old student and a woman of faith. She is currently studying professional writing at
the University of Houston Downtown and she looks forward to a career in public relations. Esther
feels blessed to come from a family who has shown her what it is to love. She puts a lot of im-
portance on her family and her upbringing because they have shaped who she has become. “They
are hardworking, caring, and love you down to the bone” is how she describes them!

Our new Audio/Visual Technician is Ethan Lakey (yes, another Ethan!) He was born in Little-
ton, Colorado, and he has lived in 6 other states, and Malaysia too at one point! He has been
very interested in technology since he was very young. Right now, Ethan is currently enrolled at
Stratford High School as a senior. He is also taking classes at the Guthrie Center, where he has
been learning skills for IT, computer maintenance, and computer networking.

Please stop by the Church office to welcome Esther and give Ethan a wave when you see him on
the balcony with all the electronics!



