
 

 

 
 

PRESPRESS  
2022 Spring Branch Presbyter ian Church  

1215 Campbell  Rd | Houston,  TX 77055  

Greetings, friends and members of Spring Branch! 
 
In Revelations 14:2-3, John records that he “heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of 
loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, and they were singing a new song before 
the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had 
been redeemed from the earth.”     
 
This passage tells me something amazing.   First, learning to sing new worship songs is not only common, but it is 
also in our future.   Second, John seems to indicate that learning new worship music is not always easy, though it 
seems to be the will of Christ, who sits on “the throne.”   This seems to draw on Psalm 150, where the worshipers 
of God are commanded to praise God with every conceivable type of musical instrument.   The apostle Paul must 
have had a true headache trying to figure out what his churches were to sing since they were all new and quite 
different from one another.  Still, he commends them twice for using “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”   (See 
Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16)  We all know what hymns were and are, and we still sing many of 
them.  Likewise, the psalms are familiar to us in that we have 150 of them in the Bible, though there were certainly 
many more.  It may, however, interest you to know that the Greek word, “psalmos” is defined as “a striking, 
twanging, the striking the chords of a musical instrument.”   So, instrumental music of all kinds has always been 
very important in the worship of the Lord. 
 
But these “spiritual songs,” or “songs of the spirit,” can be a real sticking point.   Most scholars recognize that they 
were songs that are spontaneous and are inspired by the Holy Spirit.   In other words, they are new songs.   No 
particular style or genre is prescribed.   In a worshiping community, this should just be a natural consequence of 
experiencing the Lord together in that unique community.   
 
One of the interesting things about being pastor at Spring Branch is how widely varied our musical tastes are.  If I 
take guidance from scripture, I conclude that the music we use must be the music that allows all members of our 
community to worship.  Of course, this is not possible with each and every selection.   However, many of you have 
filled out your hymn request sheets. Thanks you so much.   It gives those planning worship a guide to the hearts of 
our church community.  If you have not yet, then we really do want to hear from you.  This is an interesting time 
with new music all around us, new hymnals that contain new things (and leave out some of our favorites).   In 
September, we will begin using those requests.   More than simply helping us plan a specific service, they tell us 
about who we are, and this is not static either.  We are always learning new things, including how much we value 
some of the tried-and-true music of our personal and denominational heritage, as well as our own culture. 
 
So, I end by thanking you for your help and your input.   I also pray that we will grow in appreciation of one 
another and in love for our Lord as we come together in worship.  See you Sunday! 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
Kevin 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

Sept. 7 — Cane’s Chicken 
Academy Open House 

 

Sept. 14 — Hamburgers 
 

Sept. 21 — Tacos  
 

Sept. 28 — Oktoberfest  
 

 

 

We will continue to accept donations for 

the Fair Haven Food Pantry at WNS  

(non-perishable food items, cleaning 

supplies, paper products, and plastic 

grocery bags).  

 

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                  $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                   $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

To go plates                                  $5.00 

During the month of September, the 

Children’s Sunday School Class will 

meet at 9:30 AM on Sunday, September 

11th and 18th in the Children’s 

Classroom in the Gathering Place.  



 

 

The Unwind Dinner Group is meeting on Tuesday, 

September 6th due to the Labor day holiday. We are 

dining at Ninfa’s at 14737 Memorial Dr at 6:00 PM. 

Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at 713-305-1114. 

  Presbyterian Women this Month 
 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW MODERATORS on 9/7 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 9/7 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Monday, 9/12 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 9/14 at 9:30 a.m.  

Join us at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room for our first Circle Meeting of the year. If you 

would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation. We will have a 

salad luncheon in the Fellowship Hall afterwards. Please bring a salad to share.  

Introduction & Lesson 1 Videos: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-

women/celebrating-sabbath 

ZIP TRIP to Historic Tomball on  9/21 at 9:45 a.m. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 9/28 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2022-2023 (Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and 

Delight) are available in the Church Office, or can be picked up from Sarah Dikeman’s 

House. The cost is $10.  

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office. 

Bible Study Using Zoom: September 12th at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 1 of Celebrating Sabbath will be discussed by the group of 

women using Zoom on Monday, September 12th, at 7 p.m.  All SBPC 

women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 

videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com 

to receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-sabbath/
https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-sabbath/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

Come with us as we travel a little more than 20 miles northwest to Tomball, Texas, 

and explore the historic district and have lunch at the Whistle Stop Tea Room and Cafe .  

We will meet at the church at 9:45 AM on Wednesday, 

September 21st, and carpool to the Historic District  

in Tomball. If you would rather join us there, let me 

know and we will agree on a meeting place.  

 

If you are interested in joining us, please  

email Marguerite Priest (ZIPS Coordinator) 

at mepriest@hotmail.com.  

Dear Spring Branch Presbyterian Church,  
 

On behalf of ACPE’s Diversity Taskforce, thank you for your gracious 
hospitality and for hosting our retreat. We deeply appreciate the planning, 
the open-armed welcome, the delicious lunches, the smoked-just-for-us dinner 
and dessert – absolutely scrumptious! Please share our gratitude with all 
who helped onsite, and especially those who provided transport to and from 
the airports. We are so grateful.  

 

Association of Presbyterian Church Educators, Diversity Taskforce 

Thanks to all who came and participated in the 

Picnic and our Celebrating Sabbath. We made 

$351 for the Mission/Scholarship Fund! The food, 

of course, was delicious! 

Thanks to Lu, Denise, Patti, Jacquie, Marguerite, Laurie, Jeannie, and 

Donald for your presentations of the activities within the church. 

Thank you, Miriam and Jeannie, for being our ticket takers, and Carol 

and Silvia for leading the raffle drawing. Thank you to all who came 

on Saturday for the set up. A big thanks to Kay craig, Betty Magnusson 

and Barbara Tremble for heading this up once more. 

mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com


 

 



 

 

The Gathering Table 
 

On August 29th, we hosted a Gathering Table, which is a workshop for leaders and 

volunteers from our Gathering Place ministry from all over Houston.  Expenses for 

this gathering were covered by a grant from our Presbytery for elder care.  This was 

the first Gathering Table since before the pandemic, so 2 ½ years and was very well 

attended, in spite of the pouring rain during arrival time.  We had 85 registered, 4 

cancelled due to Covid, and 77 attended.   

 

Our speaker was Dr. Ali-Asghar Ali, Associate Professor at Baylor College of Medicine 

and Geriatric Psychiatrist at the Michael DeBakey VA MedicCenter.  He spoke on A 

Positive Approach to Care and gave us 

tips on how to approach, touch and 

speak to a person with dementia.  Then, 

Andrea Williams, from CarePartners 

Dementia Day Care Center led us  

through some exercises to practice the 

techniques that Dr. Ali taught us.  We 

rounded out the morning with lunch 

from our community partners, Jason’s 

Deli.  The workshop was a positive time 

for us all as we chatted with our table 

mates during lunch about crafts, games and entertainment ideas that had been 

successful in our Gathering Place meetings. 

 

Thank you to all who worked hard to bring this program to fruition – Rev. Kevin 

Boyd, Miguel Carlin and Ethan Mitchell from our church staff, and volunteers – Silvia 

Argyriou, Marguerite Priest, Sarah Dikeman, Kay Craig, Donald McDaniel, Betty 

Magnuson, Jennifer Miller, Jeannie Stockton, Jacquie Ballesteros, and Patti Nanney.  

Also, a special thanks to Renee Henry and the Academy teachers for allowing us to 

invade their territory for the morning, and finally to Nanci Engle, our CarePartners 

liaison for all her help in pulling this together. 

 

A worthwhile day! 



 

 



 

 

Earlier this summer, Spring Branch Presbyterian had the opportunity to celebrate 
two new Eagle Scouts with Troop 478. We send a special congratulations to 

Connor Rosenstein and Avery Melster and their families. We are proud of your 
accomplishments and wish you the best in your future endeavors! 

If you are interested in learning more about Boy Scout Troop 478, please join 

the Troop on Monday evenings from 7:30-8:30 PM at the Scout Hut. The 

Troop is always looking for new scouts to join! 

Spring Branch Presbyterian is excited to welcome Girl Scout Troop 

124182 back after a summer break! The Troop will resume meeting on 

Wednesday, September 14th.  Regular meetings are the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday of each month, from 5:00-6:00 PM in the Gathering Place.  

 

We would be glad to have you join us  

at our upcoming troop meetings to learn how to 

get involved. If you would like to get more 

information, or have any questions, please contact 

Karen Dikeman at kdikeman@gmail.com.  

mailto:kdikeman@gmail.com


 

 

CLICK HERE to Register for the Anniversary Weekend 

CLICK HERE for the Jubilee Festival Site Map 

CLICK HERE to Register to Volunteer for the Jubilee Festival 

CLICK HERE to Order Platinum Jubilee T-shirts 

CLICK HERE to Order Lands’ End Platinum Jubilee Shirts 

CLICK HERE to Share Church, Academy, and BSA Photos 

www.springbranchpres.org/

platinum-jubilee 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNr1fqlpksyUH0VTKGi5Hiy-TQInx4LZLhCFFrZT1euvbQmA/viewform
https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/SBPC-70th-Anniversary-Party-Site-Map-Website-Version.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084cabac2ba1fa7-jubilee
https://form.jotform.com/221785045367057
https://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres/
https://www.dropbox.com/request/QyFJXzAA1iv9fQ9BuxQi
https://www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee/
https://www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee/


 

 

Through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we connect with each other to confront 

systems of injustice and promote reconciliation in places around the world—and right 

here at home. 25% of this Offering stays with our congregation to support peacemaking 

and reconciliation in our own community; 25% of this Offering goes to our mid council to 

join with other congregation gifts to support peacemaking work in our region; and 50% 

of this Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation being done by 

Presbyterians across the globe.  
 

Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation (World Communion Sunday, October 2nd) 

• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/peace-global 

• Text PCUSAPEACE to 41444 
 

“May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.” 

-2 Thessalonians 3:16 

The Gathering Place Planning Meeting—We will meet in the 

Conference Room on Monday, September 12th, at 9:30 AM. We 

welcome anyone who would like to join us in this wonderful 

mission. Come learn what we do, and help us plan for 2023! 

In July and August, Spring Branch once again sponsored putting together hurricane 
kits for our neighbors to help them prepare for hurricane season. The congregation 

held a Mission-and-a-Meal in July to assemble the kits for our Gathering Place 
participants, Hot Meals on Weekend program, and neighbors in our community.  

 
We assembled 100 kits and delivered throughout July and August. We were also able 
to provide 21 kits to our friends at the Mission of Yahweh. Many thanks to everyone 

who helped with this project! 



 

 

Are T-shirts not your style? Choose your own style apparel from Lands’ End  
and pick from two embroidered anniversary logos!  

 

You can choose from men’s and women’s polos, shirts, t-shirts, pullovers, jackets, totes, caps, 
aprons, and much more – all with a Platinum Jubilee logo!  

You can choose from a multitude of material colors as well as different colors for the logos. 

Go to: business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres 

Contact Ethan Mitchell at ethan@springbranchpres.org if you have any questions. 
If there is an item on the Lands’ End Business website that you like, but is not available  

on the SBPC storefront, please contact Ethan Mitchell and the item will be added. 

https://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres/
http://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://business.landsend.com/


 

 

You are invited to attend Pastor’s Bible Study with Kevin! The group gathers at  

11:00 AM on Tuesday mornings. The Bible Study is now being offered both in-person  

and virtually. You may either join in-person at 11:00 AM in the Conference Room,  

or by Zoom using the information below. We hope to see you there! 

 

Meeting ID: 897 7951 2452 | Password: 754888 | Zoom Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09  

 

 

 

September 4, 2022; Communion, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Philemon 1-21     

Title: Life in Community 1 

Focus: The Christian life is marked by true love and forgiveness. 

 

September 11, 2022; 14th Sunday after Pentecost, Baptism 

First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14 

Text: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Title: Life in Community 2: The Dark Side 

Focus: Christians are forgiven, not perfect. 

 

September 18, 2022; 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Text: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Title: Life in Community 3: Who Gets to Choose? 

Focus: True community is marked by choosing God’s will over our own. 

 

September 25, 2022; 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading: Amos 6:1, 4-7 

Text: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Title: Life in Community 4: True Life 

Focus: True life is marked by riches not measured in the world’s standards. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09


 

 



 

 



 

 

David and Jennifer Fuller 9/1 
Gary and Laurie Mitchell 9/2 
Margie Wedemeyer and Richard Machain 9/14 
Edda Chirwa and Ludovic Massamba 9/15 
Stephen and Bunnie Lezon 9/22 
  

Chad Carpenter 9/16 
Del Kennedy 9/16 
Dylan Mancilla 9/17 
Steve Blair 9/19 
Warren Ballesteros 9/20 
Ashley Powell 9/20 
Jake Miller 9/26 
Jackson Qualls 9/29 
Sarah Dikeman 9/30 
Ron Fake 9/30 
  
  
  
  
  

Kaylee Earnest 9/1 
Mike Wright 9/1 
Donal McRoberts 9/4 

Lisa Merritt 9/7 

Garth Heitshusen 9/12 
Carol Davis 9/13 
Lindsey Craig 9/15 

Katie Fairchild 9/15 

Ruden Vakiari 9/15 
Kamden Walters 9/15 

  

  

  

  

  

  
Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 


