
 

 

Greetings friends and members of Spring Branch PC! 
 
    In about two weeks, we will be starting our annual stewardship 
campaign.  Yes, you will be asked to pledge, but my hope this year is that 
this will certainly not be what you remember most.  Rather we will be 
talking about being a missional church.  Now even though this word has 
become a common “buzzword” lately, it will help us engage in some 
important questions about our church.  Put simply, a missional church is 
one who realizes that we draw our identity from being sent, rather than 
simply by attracting others to our events.  As such, we embody Christ’s 
presence in our world as we engage in the restoration, healing, and 
reconciliation.    
    You will be seeing more about our title, “Boots on the Ground.”   Covid 
took a lot out of virtually all churches.  By this title, we are saying that it is 
time now to get up and start being involved in the mission of the 
church.   We plan to have some fun with this theme, so get your boots out 
and get ready to wear them to church on October 30th.   You will be hearing 
more in the next few weeks. 
    Having boots on the ground, or being personally involved in mission, is 
something that naturally flows from a reconciled heart.   This month we are 
highlighting one such example.  It happened when God put a vision in our 
hearts, and we responded in faith.  So, please see the article about the 
Blessings Home orphanage later in this newsletter. 
 
Faithfully, 
Kevin 

Spring Branch Presbyter ian Church  

1215  Campbel l  Rd | Houston,  TX 77055  

2022 

PRESPRESS  



 

 



 

 

CLICK HERE to Register for the Anniversary Weekend 

CLICK HERE for the Jubilee Festival Site Map 

CLICK HERE to Register to Volunteer for the Jubilee Festival 

CLICK HERE to Order Platinum Jubilee T-shirts 

CLICK HERE to Order Lands’ End Platinum Jubilee Shirts 

CLICK HERE to Share Church, Academy, and BSA Photos 

www.springbranchpres.org/

platinum-jubilee 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNr1fqlpksyUH0VTKGi5Hiy-TQInx4LZLhCFFrZT1euvbQmA/viewform
https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/SBPC-70th-Anniversary-Party-Site-Map-Website-Version.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084cabac2ba1fa7-jubilee
https://form.jotform.com/221785045367057
https://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres/
https://www.dropbox.com/request/QyFJXzAA1iv9fQ9BuxQi
https://www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee/
https://www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

Oct. 5 — Pasta & Meat Sauce 
 

Oct. 12 — Goulash 
 

Oct. 19 — Hamburgers 
 

Oct. 26 — Chicken Pot Pies 
 

 

 

Taking reservations during the pandemic 

has helped us to reduce food waste in the 

kitchen and improved our meal planning. 

We plan to continue the reservation 

process, but will also take walk-ins as long 

as we have extra food to serve. Kay Craig 

has taken over the reservation process, so, 

if you’d like to attend, please email Kay at 

kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                  $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                   $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

To go plates                                  $5.00 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW UNWIND on 10/3 at 6:00 p.m. at Mia’s Table (1035 Gessner) 

PW MODERATORS on 10/5 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 10/5 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Monday, 10/10 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 10/12 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

 If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

Lesson 2 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-

sabbath 

ZIP TRIP to Bryan Museum on  10/19 at 9:30 a.m. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 10/26 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2022-2023 (Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and 

Delight) are available in the Church Office, or can be picked up from Sarah Dikeman’s 

House. The cost is $10.  

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office. 

Presbyterian Women this Month 

Join us for the last Happy Hands meeting of the year on Wednesday, 
October 26th, at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. We’ll be stuffing 
and finishing heart pillows to give to hospital patients. This will be our 
last meeting of the year, because the 4th Wednesdays of November 
and December are right in the middle of the holidays. We’ll resume 
meeting in January. If you have washable fabrics or yarn to donate,  
or completed scarves, baby hats, etc., please contact Doris Wright.  

The Women of the Church have several interesting trips to zip around this 
year! The September 21st trip was a visit to Historic Tomball.  
 
On October 19th, we will travel to Galveston to tour the Bryan  
Museum, located in the historic Galveston Orphanage. The lunch location is yet to be 
determined. If you plan to join us, please let Marguerite Priest know at mepriest@hotmail.com.  

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-sabbath/
https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-sabbath/
mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com


 

 

Getting back to business!  After so long at home with the pandemic, we are 
getting back to normal and are beginning a Stewardship Campaign for 2023.   
 

Our theme this year is Boots on the Ground, because we are looking for active, in-
person participants.  It’s time to get back to our Missional Church!  In this 
campaign, we are, of course, asking for your financial pledge for the new year, but 
more than that, we are requesting that you look into the past and remember the 
volunteering and mission projects that you worked with.  It’s hard to get back, so 
we ask that you pick one thing you remember that you enjoyed – Seafarer’s 

Boxes, Angel Tree, decorating the church for Advent and Christmas, singing in 
the choir, to name a few opportunities. 
 
Our active campaign will run from October 16th through the end of October, with 
a final celebration lunch on October 30th.  On that day, we ask that everyone 
come to worship wearing boots – any type of boot – rain boots, cowboy boots, 

work boots, hiking boots, high heeled boots – whatever you like! 
 
At the following link is a Stewardship devotional called Living Gratitude to use 
over the next 28 days: https://www.springbranchpres.org/boots-on-the-ground/. 
We hope that you will enjoy it as a daily read in your spiritual life. Paper copies 

will also be available for pickup from Narthex on Sundays.   
 
Let’s get back in the Spirit with Boots on the Ground! 
 
Jacquie Ballesteros,  
Stewardship Chair 

Boots on the Ground! 
Stewardship Campaign 

 
“Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds 

among all peoples.” -Psalm 96:3 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/boots-on-the-ground/


 

 



 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Boy Scout Troop 478, please join 

the Troop on Monday evenings from 7:30-8:30 PM at the Scout Hut. The 

Troop is always looking for new scouts to join! 

Spring Branch Presbyterian is excited to be the sponsoring organization 
of Girl Scout Troop 124182! Regular meetings are the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month, from 5:00-6:00 PM in the Gathering Place.  
 
We would be glad to have you join us  
at our upcoming troop meetings to learn how to get 
involved. If you would like to get more information, or 
have any questions, please contact Karen Dikeman 
at kdikeman@gmail.com.  

This month, Lin and I will mark the 1-year anniversary of my health 
issue. We believe now is the right time to express our deep gratitude to 
our Church Family. So many of you came to our aid in so many ways: 
transportation to and from the hospital, meals for weeks on end,  
check-in calls, home visits, and general moral support. Even a year 
later, you are still finding ways to show us love and care. Your 
wonderful acts are never far from our minds. Thank you all so much. 
 

In Christ, 
Lin and Rocco Sabala 

The Presbyterian Men's Ministry is planning our 
next fellowship event on Sunday, October 23, 2022.  

 
We will be gathering after worship for a sack lunch in 

the Fellowship Hall. After lunch and fellowship, we will 
then go for an afternoon of bowling. All are are welcome 

to attend. RSVP's can be sent to Donald McDaniel. 

mailto:kdikeman@gmail.com


 

 

It’s time to prepare to pack Seafarer’s Boxes on November 27th! 

On Sunday, November 27th, we will be packing and 

wrapping shoe boxes at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall, full 

of goodies to send to the Seafarer’s Center at the Port of 

Houston.  We need lots of boxes, so get out there and go 

shoe shopping! Our goal is to collect over 100 boxes to pack.  

Ladies’ sized boxes are the best, but we can also accept the 

plastic shoe boxes with lids that you can buy at the dollar 

store, at Walmart, or other stores.  

 

If your family enjoys selecting, packing and wrapping, consider filling a box (or 

several) on your own. This has been quite successful, so we will continue to offer 

this option. Please bring any fully wrapped boxes to the church by Sunday, 

November 20th. Laurie would like to guarantee 100+ boxes total, so it would be 

helpful to know how many we will be packing and wrapping together on the 27th.  

 

Below is the list of requested items from the Port of Houston. The Seafarers prefer 

full sized items over small travel sized items. We are also in need of wrapping 

paper.  

 

If you would like to help deliver, please let Laurie know.  

Hairbrush / Comb Kleenex Lip Balm 

Magnets Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream 

T-shirts (new) Needle & Thread Shaving Cream 

Nail Clippers Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy 

Q-Tips Mechanical Pencils Flashlight w/ batteries 

Popcorn Socks Word Search/ Sudoku/ Fill-in books 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 2023 Calendar 

Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) Disposable Razors 

Dental floss Deodorant Lotion 

Hot Chocolate Key Chains Texas Souvenirs 

Shampoo Playing Cards Toothbrushes 

Conditioner Body Wash Pocket sized notebooks & pens 



 

 

In February of 2021, a new ministry began for St. 
Paul Presbyterian Church in Faisalabad, Pakistan.  As 
Pastor Fraz Siddique walked the streets of his city, he 
noticed the increasing number of homeless children 
on the streets.    He began to pray and talk to other 
pastors in his area and abroad.   Among these was his 
longtime friend, Dr. Kevin Boyd, pastor of Spring 
Branch Presbyterian Church in Houston, TX.  The 
two had done many projects together in the past, but 
this need was a magnitude greater.  As they prayed, a 
building became available.  It was painted and 
refurbished.  A nonprofit charity was started in  

Pakistan, and the project would eventually be co-sponsored by Spring Branch Presbyterian.     
Children were screened and admitted, and the Blessings Home Orphanage became home to 
24 children.   There was a huge problem: The ministry had children to feed, rent and staff to 
pay, but no money.  It almost closed a month after opening.   Dr. Boyd mentioned this as a 
prayer need in his weekly Bible Study class and God began to move.  Donations began to 
come in.   For $2,000.00 monthly, the children were housed, fed, clothed, and educated.   The 
project was joined by Rev. Mike O’Neil and First Presbyterian Church of Wheeling, WV, as 
well as numerous individuals.   To date, no fundraiser has ever been held. 
 Today, Blessings Home Orphanage is a Christian faith-based ministry that is non-profit 
and non-sectarian. Its vision is to spread the good news among the poorest as a sign of God’s 
kingdom, and to heal wounded souls in the name of Jesus.  Its mission is to be servants of 
God, sowing the seed of the God’s word for all people, and to reach to the remote areas and 
unreached people of Pakistan.  
 There are now 31 children.  Many of these children came from the nearby brick lines, 
where entire families are often forced to work in order to barely survive, living in mud 
houses with no plumbing or electricity.   Others came as orphans, domestic workers, and 
transgender children.   Despite recently being considered the lowest in their society, now their 
spiritual and basic physical needs are being met by the grace of God, without discrimination 
of gender or age.  Girls are being trained and educated to break the chain of poverty.  The 
burden of numerous bonded laborers has been lessened.  They are learning about the gospel 
in both word and deed.  Please see the end of this article for testimonies from some of the 
children. 
 Amazingly, all of this is still being accomplished for $2,000 to $2200 per month!  
Numerous people are donating their time and there is no overhead.  Still, the needs at this 
time are great.  The daily and monthly expenses such as rent, utilities, caretaker stipend, food, 
gas, school fees and supplies, laundry costs etc. are going up, especially as more children 
arrive.  With the recent floods, the price of food and necessities has doubled, and in some 
cases, tripled.   We need to increase our budget by about $1,000.00 per month, while our 
initial gifts are nearly exhausted.  Simply put, we need more partners.  Please pray about 
becoming one of those partners.  Together, let’s stand amazed at what the Lord accomplishes. 

 
Gifts may be sent by writing a check to:  
  Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
  1215 Campbell Rd. 
  Houston, TX 77055   



 

 

In the words of the children: 
 
My name is Musa. I am eight years old. We are five siblings. My elder sister is disabled. My 
father left us, and the burden of all five of us siblings was on my mother. She has been 
working hard and suddenly she got sick and left the earth. In these situations, we often spend 
the whole day alone without eating. And the landlord has also ordered us to leave the house. 
Then pastor Fraz took us with them in Blessings Home Orphanage. Now we are studying and 
living, and they care us with all the needs. 
 
My name is Kiran. I am fifteen years old. I live at Brick company (Bhatta). I have two other 
siblings. My mother died while giving birth to my younger sister. My father took a loan from 
the owner of the kiln due to which we used to make bricks all over the kiln. And it was 
difficult to make ends meet. We used to go to the kiln at 4:00 am to make bricks and come 
back at 1:00 pm. One day while working at the kiln in the heat, my father had a stroke, and 
his left side became immobile. Now he can't walk again. A few days later, my father also died 
due to lack of proper treatment. Meanwhile, the owner of the kiln started harassing us more 
and increased the working hours. When Pastor Fraz came to my father's funeral, he was told 
about us brothers and sisters that we have no one in this world anymore. Pastor Fraz brought 
us with him at Blessings Home Orphanage. Now we are living well here. And are also getting 
education under his shadow. 

Spring Branch Presbyterian had the special privilege to welcome our friends from 

SummerHouse on September 8th, for their fall parent support group meeting. The 

purpose of this meeting was an opportunity for families to learn about the exciting 

activities that are occurring at SummerHouse. 

Additionally, the families had an opportunity for 

fellowship with each other. Summerhouse is one of  

our community partners that we support throughout 

the year. We look forward to continuing to deepen  

our relationship with SummerHouse in the future.  



 

 

You are invited to attend Pastor’s Bible Study with Kevin! The group gathers at  

11:00 AM on Tuesday mornings. The Bible Study is now being offered both in-person  

and virtually. You may either join in-person at 11:00 AM in the Conference Room,  

or by Zoom using the information below. We hope to see you there! 

 

Meeting ID: 897 7951 2452 | Password: 754888 | Zoom Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09  

 

October 2, 2022; World Communion, 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Text: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Title: Life in Community 5: Radical Hospitality      
Focus: The goal of the church is love for one another. 

 
October 9, 2022; 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Text: Luke 17:11-19 

Title: Life in Community 6: Heartfelt Thankfulness 
Focus: The true church lives in gratitude for what Christ accomplished on the cross. 

 
October 16, 2022; 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Text: Luke 18:1-8 

Title: Life in Community 7: Surprising Faith 
Focus: Our faithful God often surprises us. 

 
October 23, 2022; 20th Sunday after Pentecost, Stewardship 1 

First Reading: Joel 2:23-32 
Text: Luke 18:9-17 

Title: Boots on the Ground 1: Kid’s Boots 
Focus: We can obey God with a childlike faith 

 
October 30, 2022; 21st Sunday after Pentecost, Stewardship 2 

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Text: Luke 19:1-10 

Title: Boots on the Ground 2: They Come in All Sizes 
Focus: God’s grace and mission are for all people.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09


 

 

Are T-shirts not your style? Choose your own style apparel from Lands’ End  
and pick from two embroidered anniversary logos!  

 

You can choose from men’s and women’s polos, shirts, t-shirts, pullovers, jackets, totes, caps, 
aprons, and much more – all with a Platinum Jubilee logo!  

You can choose from a multitude of material colors as well as different colors for the logos. 

Go to: business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres 

Contact Ethan Mitchell at ethan@springbranchpres.org if you have any questions. 
If there is an item on the Lands’ End Business website that you like, but is not available  

on the SBPC storefront, please contact Ethan Mitchell and the item will be added. 

https://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres/
http://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://business.landsend.com/


 

 

Place your order now for your Spring Branch Presbyterian 
Church Platinum Jubilee Anniversary T-Shirt! 

 

 

Place your t-shirt order online at this LINK. 
The shirts are $10/each. The first step is to 
select an online payment or cash/check 
payment. If you select online, you will be 
directed to PayPal to complete your order. If 
you select PayPal, you must complete the 
payment for your order information to be 
submitted. Please make checks payable to 
SBPC, and to the attention of Jorida Vakiari.  

 

T-Shirts will be available for pickup in October. Additional shirts will be sold at the 
Platinum Jubilee celebration on Saturday, November 5th, and Sunday, November 6th. 
 

Please contact Ethan Mitchell (ethan@springbranchpres.org) if you have any questions.  
 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

B E AU T I F Y  t h e  C H U RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings while honoring a 

loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  The 2022 

Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  you are 

currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup 

digitally by using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022, 

 or to jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per 

arrangement is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and 

should be requested EARLY!  Checks should be written to SBPC and mailed to the 

Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

https://form.jotform.com/221785045367057
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Jorida and Ruden Vakiari 10/1 
Marc Bik and Nina Rach 10/2 
Kim and Jay Tangney 10/9 
Regan and Nick Walters 10/10 
  
  

Renae Oswald 10/14 
Margie Wedemeyer 10/15 
Caroline Humphrey 10/19 
Megan Hogg 10/21 
Mary Powell 10/21 
Blair Ballard 10/25 
Carlette Boyd 10/28 
Zach Farley 10/29 
Jorida Vakiari 10/29 
Regan Walters 10/29 
James Humphrey, Sr.  10/31 
Kelly Lezon 10/31 
Margaret Rouse 10/31 
  
  

Atkinson Ballesteros 10/1 
Nolan Rouse 10/1 
Stephanie Williams 10/1 

Jacqulyn Dillard 10/3 

Joan Belk 10/4 
Nick Ballesteros 10/5 
Catherine Daley 10/6 

Jan Fitts 10/6 

Ravisse Massamba 10/6 
Miguel Carlin 10/7 

Todd Miller 10/9 

Amena Chehade 10/12 

Ludovic Massamba 10/12 

Robert Deutsch 10/13 

Neal Dikeman 10/13 

Rachel Wright 10/13 

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

November 5th & 6th 
Jubilee Festival—10:00 AM-2:00 PM, Saturday 

Worship Service—10:50 AM, Sunday 
Catered Luncheon—12:15 PM, Sunday 

 

www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee/

