
 

 

     In a sermon at Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles, Gary Wilburn said:  
“In 1636, amid the darkness of the Thirty Years’ War, a German pastor, Martin Rinkart, is said to have 
buried five thousand of his parishioners in one year, and average of fifteen a day. His parish was 
ravaged by war, death, and economic disaster. In the heart of that darkness, with the cries of fear 
outside his window, he sat down and wrote this table grace for his children:  
 

‘Now thank we all our God  
With heart and hands and voices;  
Who wondrous things had done,  
In whom His world rejoices.  
Who, from our mother's arms, 
Hath led us on our way  
With countless gifts of love 
And still is ours today.’” 
 

    Pastor Rinkart was obviously a man who knew thanksgiving comes from love of God, not from 
outward circumstances. This year, we have all had many chances to be thankful in the worst of 
circumstances.  Of course, a lot of us have lost loved ones, as evidenced by our All Saints recognitions 
this past Sunday.  We have seen gasoline prices set record levels and the stock market 
plummet.  Others around us have lost their homes due to foreclosure.  We seem to have a lot of illness 
in our congregation right now, and this new flu season is likely to be a tough one indeed. Such has 
been 2022. 
 

    Soon we will celebrate Thanksgiving.  Is that really possible today?  I believe the answer is a 
resounding YES!   In fact, I do not remember a time when it has been more important.  In the midst of 
the various trials which have surrounded us, I have seen God at work.  I have seen him in you, my 
fellow members of Christ’s family.  And I praise God for that wonderful working.  I have seen God in 
strangers, moved by the compassion of God.  Yes, I have even seen God (I know this is going to be 
hard to believe....) in the relief efforts of some of our government agencies.   
 

    We have so very much to be thankful for.  This coming Sunday, we are going to give thanks for 
bringing Spring Branch Presbyterian Church through 70 years.   We are going to remember, and to be 
inspired as we get a clearer vision of the faithfulness of God.  And we are going to feast and have 
fun!  Foremost is the fact that God gave his only Son to die for us, and was raised to new life.  Now 
thank we all our God indeed! 
 

May this be the most wonderful season of Thanksgiving ever for you and for your loved ones. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

 
Kevin Boyd, Pastor 
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What is happening on Saturday, November 5? 
On Saturday, November 5, we will begin with a Jubilee Festival on our church’s campus 
from 10am to 2pm.  There will be over 40 activities, games and rentals, plus all types of 
carnival foods.  We will also have several of our missions represented, a groundbreaking of 
our new Academy playground at 11am, and Boy Scout photos (past and present) taken at 
11:30am. 
 
What is happening on Sunday, November 6? 
On Sunday, November 6, we will celebrate with Sunday school, worship, and afterwards 
with a catered lunch in The Gathering Place.  Worship service on November 6 will include 
posting/retrieving colors by our Boy Scouts, our choir members being joined by past 
members, and some of our past pastors will be assisting with the service.  The celebration 
continues after Worship with a catered lunch in The Gathering Place.   
 
How much does it cost to attend these events? 
There will be no charges to attend either event, except for food at the Jubilee Festival.  (We 
will be accepting donations at the catered lunch on Sunday, November 6.)   
 
Can anyone come? 
Yes, but we ask that you register so we can be sure to have enough food for 
everyone.  Here’s a link to register for both of these items >> https://forms.gle/
etqgJhWaGosRQ1sm8. Registration for the Sunday luncheon will close on Wednesday, 
November 2nd.  
 
What kind of food and how much will it cost at the Jubilee Festival? 
SBPC will be providing the following food items and would prefer cash: 

• Hamburgers, hot dogs, chili dogs, Frito pies for $3.00 
• Nachos for $2.00, with taco meat for $3.00 
• Drinks, chips, cotton candy, popcorn and snow cones for $1.00 
• Water bottles for FREE 

 
The HTX NitroCreamery and Bakeshop food truck will be making liquid nitrogen ice 
cream and other sweet treats. All items are less than $10 and they accept all types of 
payment. This food truck is owned and operated by Johnny and Jackie Wesley. Jackie is a 
former Academy teacher. Here is a copy of their Menu. 
 
The Antojitos De Luz food truck will be providing Colombian cuisine. Their entrees are 
$10 each, and empanadas are $2 each. They accept cash and Zelle. This food truck is 
owned and operated by current Academy teacher, Debbie Veloz. Here is a copy of 
their Menu. 

https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=43829f8535&e=5008dad336
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=43829f8535&e=5008dad336
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=83bb76b0ae&e=5008dad336
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=32a6a51a00&e=5008dad336


 

 

Are you going to remind me what I volunteered to do on November 5? 
Yes.  SignUpGenius will send you an email on Wednesday, November 2, to remind you the 
time(s) and event(s) / activity(ies) you volunteered to work.  Team Leaders will be appointed 
for specific areas, and instructions for the different activities will be provided. We are still in 
need of some volunteers. If you haven't registered to help, please consider signing up here 
>> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084cabac2ba1fa7-jubilee. 
 
Will there be a nursery on November 6? 
Yes.  Childcare will be provided from 9:15am through the end of worship in room 121 in the 
Education Building, for infants through 5-year-olds.   
 
Where do we park on Saturday, November 5? 
Since almost all the church campus and parking lot will be used for the Jubilee Festival, we 
will have plenty of parking spaces available off-campus with buses transporting people to 
and from SBPC parking lot from the lots that are further away. The closer lots are an easy 
walk from the church. A sign will be posted at the entrances to each of the parking lots 
designated for the Jubilee Festival parking.  Jubilee Festival parking options are: 
 

Will there be a place we can drop off people? 
Yes, you can turn into SBPC’s south parking lot to drop people off and circle back through 
Spring Valley’s parking lot to park in one of the other parking lots. Children under the age of 
12 may not be dropped off without an adult present from your group. There will be a limited 
number of spaces in the church lot set aside for folks who have mobility issues. 

https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=55ae56e30d&e=5008dad336


 

 

Place your order now for your Spring Branch Presbyterian 
Church Platinum Jubilee Anniversary T-Shirt! 

 

 

Place your t-shirt order online at this LINK. 
The shirts are $10/each. The first step is to 
select an online payment or cash/check 
payment. If you select online, you will be 
directed to PayPal to complete your order. If 
you select PayPal, you must complete the 
payment for your order information to be 
submitted. Please make checks payable to 
SBPC, and to the attention of Jorida Vakiari.  

https://form.jotform.com/221785045367057


 

 



 

 

It’s time to prepare to pack Seafarer’s Boxes on November 27th! 

On Sunday, November 27th, we will be packing and 

wrapping shoe boxes at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall, full 

of goodies to send to the Seafarer’s Center at the Port of 

Houston.  We need lots of boxes, so get out there and go 

shoe shopping! Our goal is to collect over 100 boxes to pack.  

Ladies’ sized boxes are the best, but we can also accept the 

plastic shoe boxes with lids that you can buy at the dollar 

store, at Walmart, or other stores.  

 

If your family enjoys selecting, packing and wrapping, consider filling a box (or 

several) on your own. This has been quite successful, so we will continue to offer 

this option. Please bring any fully wrapped boxes to the church by Sunday, 

November 20th. Laurie would like to guarantee 100+ boxes total, so it would be 

helpful to know how many we will be packing and wrapping together on the 27th.  

 

Below is the list of requested items from the Port of Houston. The Seafarers prefer 

full sized items over small travel sized items. We are also in need of wrapping 

paper.  

 

If you would like to help deliver, please let Laurie know.  

Hairbrush / Comb Kleenex Lip Balm 

Magnets Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream 

T-shirts (new) Needle & Thread Shaving Cream 

Nail Clippers Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy 

Q-Tips Mechanical Pencils Flashlight w/ batteries 

Popcorn Socks Word Search/ Sudoku/ Fill-in books 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 2023 Calendar 

Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) Disposable Razors 

Dental floss Deodorant Lotion 

Hot Chocolate Key Chains Texas Souvenirs 

Shampoo Playing Cards Toothbrushes 

Conditioner Body Wash Pocket sized notebooks & pens 



 

 

Taking reservations during the pandemic 

has helped us to reduce food waste in the 

kitchen and improved our meal planning. 

We plan to continue the reservation 

process, but will also take walk-ins as long 

as we have extra food to serve. Kay Craig 

has taken over the reservation process, 

so, if you’d like to attend, please email Kay 

at kay@craig-heidt.com.  

 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

Nov. 2 — Baked Chicken 
 

Nov. 9 — TBD 
 

Nov. 16 — Pork Tenderloins 
 

Nov. 23 — No Supper 
Thanksgiving Break 

 

      Nov. 30 — PW Taco Soup 
     Benefits the Scholarship Fund! 

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                  $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                   $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

To go plates                                  $5.00 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW MODERATORS on 11/2 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 11/2 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW UNWIND on 11/7 at 6:00 p.m. at Collina’s Italian Café (8800 Katy Freeway) 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 11/9 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

 If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Monday, 11/14 at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 3 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-

sabbath 

HAPPY HANDS and ZIP TRIPs will not meet in November. 

There will be no Happy Hands meetings in November. However, we 
do have a request for several knitted and/or crocheted winter caps for 
kids and teens. Drop them by the church office by early December. If 
you have questions, please contact Doris Wright.  

Bible Study Using Zoom: November 14th at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 3 of Celebrating Sabbath will be discussed by the group of 

women using Zoom on Monday, November 14th, at 7 p.m.  All SBPC 

women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 

videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at 

mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com 

to receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

Unwind will meet on Monday, November 
7th, at 6:00 PM at Collina’s Italian Café

(8800 Katy Freeway) for fun and 
fellowship. Please join us! 

Presbyterian Women this Month 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-sabbath/
https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/celebrating-sabbath/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Boy Scout Troop 478, please join 

the Troop on Monday evenings from 7:30-8:30 PM at the Scout Hut. The 

Troop is always looking for new scouts to join! 

Spring Branch Presbyterian is excited to be the sponsoring organization 
of Girl Scout Troop 124182! Regular meetings are the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month, from 5:00-6:00 PM in the Gathering Place.  
 
We would be glad to have you join us  
at our upcoming troop meetings to learn how to get 
involved. If you would like to get more information, or 
have any questions, please contact Karen Dikeman 
at kdikeman@gmail.com.  

 

REIMBURSEMENTS DEADLINE  

APPROACHING... 

Please turn in your personal         

reimbursements no later than December 15th.   

Contact Jorida at jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org 

 if you have any questions. 

 

 

 Boots on the Ground! 
Stewardship Campaign 

 

Please don’t forget to turn in your Pledge Card for 2023. 

    You can find one in the Narthex, Church Office, or Parlor. 

For a digital copy of the Pledge Card, please visit 

www.springbranchpres.org/stewardship.  

You can download this card, type directly into it, and email it 

to giving@springbranchpres.org or 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  

mailto:kdikeman@gmail.com
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
http://www.springbranchpres.org/stewardship
mailto:giving@springbranchpres.org
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

You are invited to attend Pastor’s Bible Study with Kevin! The group gathers at  

11:00 AM on Tuesday mornings. The Bible Study is now being offered both in-person  

and virtually. You may either join in-person at 11:00 AM in the Conference Room,  

or by Zoom using the information below. We hope to see you there! 

 

Meeting ID: 897 7951 2452 | Password: 754888 | Zoom Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09  

 

 

November 6, 2022; Platinum Jubilee, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading: Psalm 135:1-13 

Text: 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 

Title: Remembering      

Focus: When we remember we make history current. 

 

November 13, 2022; 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Baptism 

First Reading: Luke 21: 5-19 

Text: Malachi 4:1-2 

Title: Time to Build! 

Focus: When our world seems in decline, God is up to something new. 

 

November 20, 2022; 24th Christ the King 

First Reading: Jeremiah 23: 1-6 

Text: Luke 23:33-43 

Title: The King of Hearts 

Focus: In a world of brokenness and separation our true hope is in Christ. 

 

November 27, 2022; 1st Sunday of Advent 

First Reading: Matthew 24:36-44 

Text: Romans 13:11-14 

Title: Wake Up Call 1: Don’t Push Snooze 

Focus: Our world has fallen asleep to the presence of God and needs to awaken.    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89779512452?pwd=VU1VZVByeFI1MEwxNmxrR090S0JVQT09


 

 
 

Dust off Your Halos – It’s Time for Our Annual  

Angel Tree Christmas Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angel Tree is back in person this season! Angel Tree Prison Ministries is a program to 

support the children of incarcerated parents during the holiday season.  Spring Branch 

Presbyterian will receive the names of 20 children in November, and our church works 

to find out their needs from the custodial parent.  Then, on December 7th and 11th, 

you will have opportunities to select a child or children to purchase a gift for.  The gift 

should be in the $20 range. It should be wrapped and returned to the office with the 

sticker attached to the wrap.  The deadline for returning the gifts is December 18. 

 

In addition to the gifts, each family receives a basket of food.  Please pick up some kid 

friendly non-perishable food from the store over the next few weeks and we will begin 

to set it aside for our Angel Tree families.  Direct gift questions to Laurie Mitchell and 

food questions to Linda Crawford. 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings while honoring a 

loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  The 2022 

Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  you are 

currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup 

digitally by using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022, 

 or to jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per 

arrangement is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and 

should be requested EARLY!  Checks should be written to SBPC and mailed to the 

Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-2022
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Poinsettias! 
We will have poinsettias for purchase again this year! You can place your 

order in the Church Office, online at this form (https://forms.gle/

jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7), or by emailing ethan@springbranchpres.org, today 

through Wednesday, December 21st!  They are a beautiful way to bring color 

and brightness to the Church throughout the Advent Season! What a lovely 

way to honor your loved ones, or to have a beautiful remembrance of those who are no longer with us. 

Don’t forget to bring your poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please 

remember to indicate who you are honoring, and/or remembering, with your payment of $10.00 to 

SBPC.  You can mail your payment to the Church Office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday 

mornings. Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy for you and your family this coming Advent Season. 

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that 
support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us to 
God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders through the Assistance 
Program through the Board of Pensions, God is calling new leaders for our church and 
world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color—offering students the means for a brighter future and enhanced 
opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for 
years to come. This offering will be collected on December 19th and 24th.  
 
Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation  
• Text CHRISTMASJOY to 91999 to learn more or donate 
• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

 

“God is with us.” -Matthew 1:23 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7


 

 

Anytime you place an order on Amazon.com, you have an opportunity to contribute to the 

Church (or any charity of your choice) through the Amazon Smile Program,  

and it’s so easy to use! 

 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 

eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.  

Here’s how to shop AmazonSmile: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations 

(smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486) 

4. Select your charity 

5. Start shopping! 

6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even 

easier to return and start shopping at AmazonSmile 

Don’t forget to select SBPC as your charity when you shop for 
Christmas presents on Amazon this season! 

 

Support SBPC by using AmazonSmile at smile.amazon.com, 
or directly at our Charity Link: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486 

In order to support Spring Branch Presbyterian Church through AmazonSmile, you have to 

make purchases through smile.amazon.com. When you are at that website, there is an 

indicator under the search bar that you are supporting the Church:  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6017486


 

 

Are T-shirts not your style? Choose your own style apparel from Lands’ End  
and pick from two embroidered anniversary logos!  

 

You can choose from men’s and women’s polos, shirts, t-shirts, pullovers, jackets, totes, caps, 
aprons, and much more – all with a Platinum Jubilee logo!  

You can choose from a multitude of material colors as well as different colors for the logos. 

Go to: business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres 

Contact Ethan Mitchell at ethan@springbranchpres.org if you have any questions. 
If there is an item on the Lands’ End Business website that you like, but is not available  

on the SBPC storefront, please contact Ethan Mitchell and the item will be added. 

https://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres/
http://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://business.landsend.com/


 

 

Victoria and Joseph Kissinger 11/3 
Fonda and Steve Blair 11/4 
Megan and Jeff Hogg 11/4 
Lane and Xitlalli Rouse 11/5 
Liz and Stephen Earnest 11/6 
Delia and Richard Nix 11/16 
Lin and Rocco Sabala 11/27 

Carrie Whittlesey 11/12 
Charles Fairchild 11/14 
Jayden Earnest 11/15 
Kate Cross 11/16 
Matthew Hogg 11/19 
Kolson Walters 11/20 
Jeff Hogg 11/21 
Melissa Rendon 11/21 
Luke Balli 11/23 
McCaslin Ballesteros 11/25 
Brice Wilborn 11/26 
Rhonda Hill 11/30 
  
  
  

Cyndi Ballesteros 11/1 
Renee Henry 11/2 
Marguerite Priest 11/2 

Jacquie Ballesteros 11/3 

Sarah Powell 11/4 
Meg Sides 11/6 
Deona Vakiari 11/7 

Joel Alegria 11/10 

Chloe Carpenter 11/10 
Elizabeth Powell 11/10 

Nina Rach 11/10 

Jennifer Miller 11/11 

Jackie Nix 11/11 

  

  

  Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

November 5th & 6th 
Jubilee Festival—10:00 AM-2:00 PM, Saturday 

Worship Service—10:50 AM, Sunday 
Catered Luncheon—12:15 PM, Sunday 

 

www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/platinum-jubilee/

