
 

 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark… 
 

Rev. Dr. E. D. Junkin’s letter to First Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas 
August 31, 1880 

 
Dr. Junkin traveled from Brownsburg, Virginia, to visit the church in Houston and to see about becoming 

their new pastor.  Upon returning to Virginia, he sent a letter to the faithful back in Houston accepting 
their call. I invite you to hear a portion of the tender words this rather scary-looking ancestor of mine 

chose to write: 
 
To the members of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Houston, Texas 
 
“My heart continually goes out toward you who constitute my new charge. 
 
Indeed, I am appalled by the greatness and the difficulty of the work, and could not undertake it but for the 
good promise of the Master – “I will be with you always.” 
 
But I want to say to you, that in order to the success of my ministry among you – you must work with me. 
 
The Church can prosper only when the mutual duties of Pastor and People are faithfully performed, and 
when Pastor and People actuated by love to Christ and to the souls of humans, for Christ’s sake, realize 
their responsibilities and endeavor in the fear of God to discharge them. 
 
There is a very great work to be done in Houston by the Presbyterian Church.  Upon me, as your pastor, 
will rest of course the main responsibility in reference to that work; but I know and you know that I cannot 
do all of it.  You must help me. 
 
It is a very great help to a pastor to see the people prompt and punctual in attendance upon the public 
services of the Church.  But not only by your presence can you help and encourage your Pastor; you can 
by personal influence persuade others to attend services and thus bring them under the influence of the 
truth. 
 
My prayers will mingle with yours as they ascend to the Heavenly Throne.  May the God of all grace keep 
you and bless you and cause His face to shine upon you.  May He cure any that are sick, and may He 
comfort any who mourn.  Pray for me that I may be kept in safety and blessing and be brought back to you 
fitted for the great work.” 
 
NOTE: Rev. Dr. Ebenezer Dickey Junkin is my great-great grandfather and one among many 
Presbyterian ministers who have served in America since the 1700’s. 
 
Blessings always! 
Mark 
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Stress ball NESCAFE instant coffee Deodorant 

Toothbrush, Toothpaste Hot chocolate/drink mix-ins Multivitamins 

Fish Oil Razors Shaving Cream 

Hairbrush Comb Mini first aid kit 

Insulated tumbler Fabric bandaids Lip balm 

Nail grooming kit Q Tips White athletic socks 

Small Bibles RSV, NIV Baseball cap T-Shirts (M, L, XL) 

Small whistle Light weight work gloves (M, L, XL) Small notebooks 

Cold weather caps Pens/mechanical pencils Puzzle books 

3-in-1 Shampoo/Conditioner/Body 
wash 

Wireless Earbuds Small flashlight with batteries 

Popcorn/snacks Gum Hard candy 

Sewing kit 2024 calendar USB flash drive 

Christmas ornaments Playing cards Texas Magnets 

Mouthwash Cough drops Mini games 

Gold Bond powder/lotion Dental floss Texas souvenirs and  
keychains 

It’s time to prepare to pack Seafarer’s Boxes on November 26th! 

On Sunday, November 26th, we will be packing and wrapping 
shoe boxes at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall, full of goodies to 
send to the Seafarers’ Center at the Port of Houston.  We need 
lots of boxes, so get out there and go shoe shopping! Our goal is 
to collect over 150 boxes to pack.  Ladies’ sized boxes are the best, 
but we can also accept the plastic shoe boxes with lids that you 
can buy at the dollar store, at Walmart, or other stores.  
 
If your family enjoys selecting, packing and wrapping, consider 
filling a box (or several) on your own. This has been quite  

successful, so we will continue to offer this option. Please 
bring any fully wrapped boxes to the church by Sunday, 
November 19th. Laurie would like to guarantee 150+ boxes 
total, so it would be helpful to know how many we will be 
packing and wrapping together on the 26th.  
 
Below is the list of requested items from the Seafarers’ Center. 
The Seafarers prefer full sized items over small travel sized 
items. We are also in need of wrapping paper.  
 
If you would like to help deliver, please let Laurie know.  



 

 
 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 

 

 

Nov. 1 —  Chicken Pot Pie 
Jennifer Miller 

 

Nov. 8 — Cranberry Chicken 
Jan Fitts 

 

Nov. 15 — Tacos 
Barbara & Don Tremble 

 

Nov. 22 — No Supper 
Thanksgiving Break 

 

Nov. 29 — Baked Potatoes 
Presbyterian Women 

All proceeds benefit the Scholarship Fund! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now accepting credit card  

payments at Wednesday Night Supper! 

Taking reservations during the pandemic 

has helped us to reduce food waste in the 

kitchen and improved our meal planning. 

We plan to continue the reservation 

process, but will also take walk-ins as long 

as we have extra food to serve. Kay Craig 

has taken over the reservation process, so, 

if you’d like to attend, please email Kay  

at kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

AV Training 
A full-scale AV crash course will be held on Sunday, November 12, at 6:00 p.m. This in-depth class 

will cover the Sanctuary AV system, and the infrastructure for 

streaming the Worship Services. We employ several part time AV 

technicians, but if they are unavailable, it’s always good to have a 

backup.  Anyone is welcome to attend! Please RSVP to 

ethan@springbranchpres.org if you’d like to join.  

Children’s Chime Choir: The Chime Choir meets in 

the Sanctuary at 9:30 AM on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Sundays of each month. This is a chance for 

elementary aged children to get to ring chimes as 

part of Worship. We are excited to continue this 

new adventure! Please contact Megan Hogg 

(megan1661@yahoo.com) for additional details.  

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
mailto:megan1661@yahoo.com


 

 

November Birthday Celebration! 

Please join family, friends, and congregation members 
on Sunday, November 12th right after our 10:50 worship 
service as we celebrate those in our church community 
born in November. Our Birthday Celebration this month 
will take place in the Fellowship Hall as part of our 
Dedication Sunday Luncheon.  

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

Our Stewardship Campaign “What Shall We Bring?” 

is well underway! Letters with Pledge Cards and 

Time & Talent Pledges have been mailed to the 

Congregation. Dedication Sunday is scheduled for 

November 12th, when everyone will be invited to 

turn in your Pledge Card and participate a lunch in 

the Fellowship Hall after the service.  

 
“With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God?”  

-Micah 6:6 

 

Don’t forget to fall back! 
Daylight savings time ends on Sunday, 

November 5th. Don’t forget to set your 

clocks back one hour on Saturday Night.  

 
Everyone is invited to help prepare the Sanctuary for the 

Advent Season immediately after Worship on Sunday, 
November 26th. The Fellowship Hall will be decorated on 

November 29th at Wednesday Night Supper. We are 
hoping to have many hands helping this year, so please 

come join us! A pizza lunch will be provided when we 
finish. Please see Donald McDaniel if you have any 

questions, or if you can attend.  



 

 

  
Stewardship and Conservation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On October 25th, Matt Lassiter gave a presentation on butterflies, bees, and what we can 
do to help conserve our natural environment.  Here are some of the highlights: 
 
Monarch Butterflies – Plant milkweed to feed the Monarchs, but do not buy it from a 
big box hardware store, as these are doused with pesticides which kill the butterflies.  
Instead, look online for seeds or check out smaller 
nurseries about town.   
 
Also, place a water dish with rocks in your garden, or a 
bird bath with rocks for the bees and butterflies to 
drink.  If you are concerned about mosquitos (which we 
all are!), you can buy Mosquito Dunk online.  It kills the 
mosquito larvae in standing water but does not hurt 
bees or butterflies.   
 
Homemade Pesticide for plant aphids – ½ cup of water, ½ cup of rubbing alcohol, 
and a drop of Dawn Dishwashing Liquid.  Spray, leave stand for 30 minutes, Wash off.   
 
If you are overwhelmed by the number of threatened, protected, and nearly extinct 
animals that you see on TV, pick one that you passionately care about and either 
contribute money or time to that cause only.  If you are looking for something local, the 
Texas ocelot is a great one! 
 
Low Maintenance Pollenator Friendly Plants 
Duranta (aka Golden Dew Drop)  Lantana   Blue Salvia 
Esperanza      Milk Weed 
 
Matt also taught us how to build a pond in your backyard for about $240 plus any pond 
plants you want to add.  Contact the office if you would like instructions. 
 
Next up is Gary Mitchell speaking about community planning and land conservation on 
November 1st, after Wednesday Night Supper.  Please join us in the Conference Room. 
 
Then, as the Bible states: “Your body is a temple,” we will be looking at Knowing your 
Numbers, as in health-related numbers with Sarah Powell.  This will be a hands-on 
workshop on November 8th after Wednesday Night Supper in the Conference Room. 



 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW MODERATORS on 11/1 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 11/1 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW UNWIND will meet on  11/6 at 6:00 PM at Juarez Mexican Restaurant (4145 Gessner) 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 11/8 at 9:30 a.m.  

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Monday, 11/13 at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 3 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/sacred-encounters 

ZIP TRIPs and HAPPY HANDS will not meet in November. 

Bible Study Using Zoom: November 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
Lesson 3 of Sacred Encounters will be discussed by the group of women 
using Zoom on Monday, November 13th, at 7 p.m.  All SBPC women are 
welcomed in this Bible study group through videoconference!  Contact 
Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to receive the Zoom 
invitation to join the meeting.   

The Unwind Group is meeting on Monday, November 6th at 
6:00 PM for dinner at Juarez Mexican Restaurant (4145 
Gessner Rd). They have moved locations! Please RSVP only if 
you plan to attend to Jacquie Ballesteros at: 713-305-1114. 

There is no ZIP Trip in November or December. Our ZIP in January is to the 

Buffalo Bayou Conservancy Cistern. We will take a tour through the Cistern and 

eat at a place to be determined.  

Even though Happy Hands won’t be meeting in November or December because 
of the holidays, we’re still collecting scarves and elementary aged children’s hats. 
We always have a need come January and February, so we want to accumulate a 
supply now. If you make a hat or scarf, leave it in the Church Office and Doris 
Wright will get it to the right organization for distribution. If you find some fabric 
or yarn you’d like to move out of your house when you are getting out your 
holiday decorations, bring that to the Church Office as well. Doris will take it to a 
good home to be made into something special for those in need.  

        Presbyterian Women this Month  

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/sacred-encounters/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
I received word from MBF that they had received a gift for the Friends of IMCK 
endowment fund in Walter's memory. Thank you so much! The Institute is still carrying on 
as a light in the heart of darkness. 
 
Over 50 years ago, the congregation of Spring Branch helped us pack barrels for the Congo 
(Zaire) and sent us off with your love, prayers, and faithful support. 
 
Our years spent among you were joyful, and we were delighted when Karen Coller and 
Andy LaMore visited us at Bibanga, and the Henrys came to spend time at Tshikiji (IMCK). 
Most of our friends are now with the Lord, but perhaps a few of their children are still there 
- the Dikemans, the Robinsons, Laurie Miller (Mitchell), and Byron Goodrum. 
 
The two little girls who I took to the nursery on Sunday mornings - both married and 
returned to Africa to serve and raise their families. 
 
Thank you again for your gift. It will be a blessing to many. 
 
With my love and prayers for your congregation,  
 
Nancy Hull 

Our Ambassador Group had the opportunity to go and visit with our 
friends at John Knox Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 14th at 
their annual Oktoberfest. This event brought together our neighbors and 
friends to help raise funds for the Mission of Yahweh and the Spring 
Branch Color Run. We want to thank John Knox for the invitation and 
our congregation looks forward to participating next year.  

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

Happy Hands members, Luna Lassiter, Doris Wright, and 
Jacquie Ballesteros made these great winter hats for school 
children. The group finished 51 heart pillows for hospital 

patients. A great morning doing good! 

mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net




 

 



 

 

Poinsettias! 
We will have poinsettias for purchase again this year! You can place your 

order in the Church Office, online at this form (https://forms.gle/

jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7), or by emailing ethan@springbranchpres.org, today 

through Thursday, December 21st!  They are a beautiful way to bring color 

and brightness to the Church throughout the Advent Season! What a lovely 

way to honor your loved ones, or to have a beautiful remembrance of those who are no longer with us. 

Don’t forget to bring your poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please 

remember to indicate who you are honoring, and/or remembering, with your payment of $10.00 to 

SBPC.  You can mail your payment to the Church Office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday 

mornings. Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy for you and your family this coming Advent Season. 

 

REIMBURSEMENTS DEADLINE  
APPROACHING... 

Please turn in your personal         
reimbursements no later than December 15th.   

Contact Jorida at jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org 
 if you have any questions. 

 

Dust off Your Halos – It’s Time for Our Annual  

Angel Tree Christmas Program 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Angel Tree Prison Ministries is a program to support the children of incarcerated 

parents during the holiday season.  Spring Branch Presbyterian will receive the names 
of about 20 children in November, and our church works to find out their needs from 
the custodial parent.  Then, on December 10th and 13th, you will have opportunities to 
select a child or children to purchase a gift for.  The gift should be in the $20 range. It 
should be wrapped and returned to the office with the sticker attached to the 
wrap.  The deadline for returning the gifts is Sunday, December 17. 

 
In addition to the gifts, each family receives a basket of food.  Please pick up some kid 
friendly non-perishable food from the store over the next month and we will begin to 
set it aside for our Angel Tree families.  Please direct gift questions to Laurie Mitchell 
and food questions to Linda Crawford. 

https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 



 

 

Retreat for Families with Young Children 

The Installation of Rev. Mark Plunkett 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

A digital version of the form can be accessed here: https://forms.gle/gNq6fmuuXqgYC1GWA. 

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that 
support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us to 
God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders through the Assistance 
Program through the Board of Pensions, God is calling new leaders for our church and 
world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color—offering students the means for a brighter future and enhanced 
opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for 
years to come. This offering will be collected on December 17th and 24th.  
 
Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation  
• Text CHRISTMASJOY to 91999 to learn more or donate 
• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

 
“God is with us.” -Matthew 1:23 

https://forms.gle/gNq6fmuuXqgYC1GWA


 

 

Carrie Whittlesey 11/12 
Charles Fairchild 11/14 
Jayden Earnest 11/15 
Kate Cross 11/16 
Matthew Hogg 11/19 
Kolson Walters 11/20 
Jeff Hogg 11/21 
Melissa Rendon 11/21 
Luke Balli 11/23 
McCaslin Ballesteros 11/25 
Brice Wilborn 11/26 
Rhonda Hill 11/30 
  
  

  

Cyndi Ballesteros 11/1 
Renee Henry 11/2 
Marguerite Priest 11/2 

Jacquie Ballesteros 11/3 

Sarah Powell 11/4 
Meg Sides 11/6 
Deona Vakiari 11/7 

Joel Alegria 11/10 

Chloe Carpenter 11/10 
Elizabeth Powell 11/10 
Nina Rach 11/10 
Jennifer Miller 11/11 
Jackie Nix 11/11 
  

  

  

Victoria and Joseph Kissinger 11/3 
Fonda and Steve Blair 11/4 
Megan and Jeff Hogg 11/4 
Liz and Stephen Earnest 11/6 
Delia and C. Richard Nix 11/16 
Lin and Rocco Sabala 11/27 
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
his love endures forever." 

-1 Chronicles 16:34  


