
 

 

 

The Year I Learned the Gift of Giving 
 
In high school, my first job was as the janitor in a cheap department store in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. It didn’t pay well, but it was enough to put some gas money in my pocket. 
 
A few months before Christmas, I was cleaning the electronics department when I noticed a 
small stereo console on sale for about $150 (this was in 1975, so $150 was a little pricey.)  It 
had a stereo radio, a record player, two built-in speakers and an 8-track tape player – top of 
the line for 1975.  I calculated that if I put it on lay-away and paid a certain amount each week, 
I could buy it for my family for Christmas. 
 
I began the process and made sure I paid on time each week.  As Christmas got closer, I picked 
out record albums for both my parents and both my sisters.  I also spoke with our next-door 
neighbors and arranged to temporarily put the stereo in their garage after I brought it home. 
 
On Christmas Eve morning, I pretended that my VW Beetle wouldn’t start, so I could borrow 
my mom’s station wagon.  I went to work, finished my shift, made the last payment on the 
stereo, and loaded the console in my mom’s car.  When I drove it home, the plan was to 
pretend it was a big model train set for my neighbor’s son; sure enough, my sister saw me 
unloading it and came over to help me.  She even helped me put it in the neighbor’s garage. 
 
During the night, after everyone was asleep, I snuck next door, quietly opened their garage 
door, carried the console to our house, and set it up in the living room next to all the presents. 
 
The next day was a day I will never forget!  My sisters woke me up at the crack of dawn yelling 
something about a huge present sitting next to the Christmas tree.  I played dumb until my 
parents came into the living room with their first cups of coffee.  When my sisters saw the look 
on my parents’ faces, it became obvious that no one knew what was going on! 
 
That’s when I started laughing.  Then I walked over to the console and yanked the box off the 
top revealing their present.  Then I gave them each their album to play on it. 
 
Amazingly enough, I don’t remember a thing that I got for Christmas that year.  
What I remember was the look on my family’s faces when they saw their present. 
It made all the planning, money and effort worth it. 
 
Because that was the Christmas I learned that it is much more blessed to give than to receive!  
 
Blessings always! 
Mark 
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The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that 
support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us to 
God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders through the Assistance 
Program through the Board of Pensions, God is calling new leaders for our church and 
world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color—offering students the means for a brighter future and enhanced 
opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for 
years to come. This offering will be collected on December 17th and 24th.  
 
Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation  
• Text CHRISTMASJOY to 91999 to learn more or donate 
• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

 
“God is with us.” -Matthew 1:23 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Advent Party  

Christmas  

Ornament  

Exchange 

Please bring an ornament, either new, one of your favorite or 

purchased from the PCHAS Ornament Tree to exchange at the 

Advent Party. The ornament should be gift wrapped (or in a bag) 

with no gift tag. Make this fun, and everyone bring one! 

“Voices From  
Bethlehem” 

 

Bake an Extra Dozen or So Cookies This Season 
 

As you are baking for family and friends this holiday season, 

please consider baking a few extra cookies or other baked goods 

for our December Fellowship events.  Please let Laurie Mitchell 

(galamitchell@comcast.net) know if you are willing to help.   

Copies our Advent Devotional for this year, “The 

Light of Grace: Welcoming God’s Amazing Gift of 

Christ” are available for pickup from the Narthex, 

Parlor, and Church Office.  

In honor of the 250th anniversary of the hymn 

“Amazing Grace,” these devotions enlighten the 

heart, mind, and soul with the good news that the 

Light of the World graces us with his presence every 

day of our lives.  

mailto:galamitchell@comcast.net


 

 

Poinsettias! 
We will have poinsettias for purchase again this year! You can place your 

order in the Church Office, online at this form (https://forms.gle/

jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7), or by emailing ethan@springbranchpres.org, today 

through Thursday, December 21st!  They are a beautiful way to bring color 

and brightness to the Church throughout the Advent Season! What a lovely 

way to honor your loved ones, or to have a beautiful remembrance of those who are no longer with us. 

Don’t forget to bring your poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please 

remember to indicate who you are honoring, and/or remembering, with your payment of $10.00 to 

SBPC.  You can mail your payment to the Church Office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday 

mornings. Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy for you and your family this Advent Season. 

 

REIMBURSEMENTS DEADLINE  
APPROACHING... 

Please turn in your personal         
reimbursements no later than December 15th.   

Contact Jorida at jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org 
 if you have any questions. 

 

Dust off Your Halos – It’s Time for Our Annual  

Angel Tree Christmas Program 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Angel Tree Prison Ministries is a program to support the children of incarcerated 

parents during the holiday season.  Spring Branch Presbyterian received the names of 
about 20 children in November, and our church works to find out their needs from the 
custodial parent.  Then, on December 10th and 13th, you will have opportunities to 
select a child or children to purchase a gift for.  The gift should be in the $20 range. It 
should be wrapped and returned to the office with the sticker attached to the 
wrap.  The deadline for returning the gifts is Sunday, December 17.  

 
In addition to the gifts, each family receives a basket of food.  Please pick up some kid 
friendly non-perishable food from the store over the next few weeks, and we will begin 
to set it aside for our Angel Tree families.  Please direct gift questions to Laurie Mitchell 
and food questions to Linda Crawford. 

https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
https://forms.gle/jRrhQFBorzzQ32nW7
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 

 

 

Dec. 6 —  Cheese Enchiladas & 
Crispy Beef Tacos 

Kay & Betty 
 

Dec. 13 — Chicken Tenders 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now accepting credit card 

payments at Wednesday Night Supper! 

 

 

Taking reservations during the pandemic 

has helped us to reduce food waste in the 

kitchen and improved our meal planning. 

We plan to continue the reservation 

process, but will also take walk-ins as long 

as we have extra food to serve. If you’d like 

to attend, please email Kay  

at kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

During the month of December, we will be accepting kid friendly,  
non-perishable food items for the Angel Tree food baskets at  

Wednesday Night Upper. 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW MODERATORS on 12/6 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 12/6 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW UNWIND will meet on  12/4 at 6:00 PM at Fratelli’s (1333 Wirt Road, 77055) 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 12/13 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room). We will have a salad 

luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a salad to share. If you would like to join by 

Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Monday, 12/18 at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 4 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/sacred-encounters 

ZIP TRIPs and HAPPY HANDS will not meet in December. 

Bible Study Using Zoom: December 18th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lesson 4 of Sacred Encounters will be discussed by the group of women using 
Zoom on Monday, December 18th, at 7 p.m.  All SBPC women are welcomed 
in this Bible study group through videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at 
mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to receive the Zoom invitation to join the 
meeting.   

The Unwind Dinner Group is meeting for the last time 
in 2023 at Fratelli’s (1333 Wirt Road, 77055) at 6:00 PM 
on Monday, December 4th. Please RSVP to Jacquie 
Ballesteros at 713-305-1114 only if you plan to attend.  

January 17, 2024 ZIP Trip for PW is visiting The Cistern with the Buffalo 

Bayou Partnership! Reserve your spot early by contacting Marguerite Priest 

at mepriest@hotmail.com, or calling her at 281-435-3941. 

Happy Hands will not be meeting in December because of the holidays. However, 

we will meet again on January 24th. Put it on your calendar now! If you have any 

hats, scarves, or other handmade items for Happy Hands, take them to the church 

office and Doris Wright will see that they are distributed.  

  Presbyterian Women this Month  

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/sacred-encounters/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com


 

 

 

What Shall We Bring? 
 

Thank you to all who participated and pledged 

in our recent stewardship campaign.  A special 

thanks to Matt Lassiter, Gary Mitchell, and 

Sarah Powell, who put together special 

presentations about stewardship in our world. 
 

Thanks also to those who helped with the 

Dedication Lunch and mission project -  

Patti Nanney, Ethan Mitchell, Kay Craig,  

Betty Magnuson, Jan Fitts, Silvia Argyriou, 

Jeannie Stockton, and Jennifer Miller.  I apologize if I have missed anyone. 
 

We have received pledges of $309,160.00 to date.  There are always a few 

people who wait until the end of the year to pledge so we are expecting a bit 

more. If you plan to pledge, but have not yet, please send your card, or an 

email directly to Jorida for confidentiality.   
 

In January, we will have a congregational meeting to present the 2024 budget. 
 

“With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God?”  

-Micah 6:6 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Thank you to all who have shown love and care to 

Virginia Miller and our family these past few 

years. The Gathering Place Program and everyone 

who volunteers there have made so many fun 

memories for our family. We also appreciate 

everyone who helped with the lovely reception for 

Virginia’s memorial service. SBPC has been the 

center of the Miller household since 1958, and we 

are thankful for our church family.  

 

Love, Laurie, Gary & Ethan Mitchell, Emily & 

Adam Turner, and Kaye & Tom Fearneyhough 

Cub Scout Pack 552 recently had the opportunity to partner with Be a 
Resource for CPS Kids or “B.E.A.R.” to help prepare holiday toy bags for boys 

in our community. The Cub Scouts delivered their donations to B.E.A.R on 
Saturday, December 2nd, and got to see firsthand where their donations 

would be going this holiday season. Many thanks to everyone who made this 
volunteer opportunity a success! 

 

Our December Craft 
Workshop was held on 
Dec. 3, and we learned 
about making 

Charcuterie Boards.  
After we made them, we ate 

them for lunch!  A great time was had by all 
eleven of us! Watch for news about Sunday Craft 
Workshops in 2024! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Join friends and congregation members on Sunday, December 10th right after 
worship to celebrate our December birthdays.  We will have light snacks and 

birthday treats.  See you then! 

Children’s Chime Choir: The Chime Choir meets in 

the Sanctuary at 9:30 AM on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Sundays of each month. This is a chance for 

elementary aged children to get to ring chimes as 

part of Worship. We are excited to continue this 

new adventure! Please contact Megan Hogg 

(megan1661@yahoo.com) for additional details.  

mailto:megan1661@yahoo.com


 

 



 

 

A digital version of the form can be accessed here: https://forms.gle/gNq6fmuuXqgYC1GWA. 

https://forms.gle/gNq6fmuuXqgYC1GWA


 

 

Maurice Fayard II 12/14 
Laurie Mitchell 12/14 
Adam Turner 12/14 
Bryan Evenson 12/15 
Kristine Carpenter 12/18 
Glenn Lanan 12/20 
Jonathan Craft 12/21 
Jerry Bigelow 12/26 
Scott Lassiter 12/29 
Anna Farley 12/30 
  
  
  
  

  

Sebastian Hassett 12/3 
Lin Sabala 12/3 
Meredith Qualls 12/4 

Robert Bear 12/5 

Kay Nichols 12/5 
Jeremy Cross 12/11 
Christian Keller 12/11 

Christopher Powell 12/11 

Kathryn Dethloff 12/12 
Sonya Bear 12/14 
  
  
  
  

  

  

Anna and Zach Farley 12/1 
Joel and Rebeca Alegria 12/15 
Chad and Kristine Carpenter 12/19 
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." -Isaiah 9:6 


