
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark…  
 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

When Jesus asked us to love one another, he didn’t put any conditions on that new commandment.  We 

are told to do so… not to waver, not to love only those who are lovable, not to leave out those we don’t 

like.  We are told to love one another.  Period. 

 

This leads to an uncomfortable story I feel I need to share. 

 

About 30 years ago, there was a young man in my fifth grade Science class I will call Charlie.  He was not 

a bad kid, not a naughty kid, and not a sneaky kid.  As I stretch my memory, I only remember him as kind 

of quiet and a little silly.  He rarely spoke up in class, but he participated in all the activities I had my 

students do.  After that year ended, I didn’t see or hear anything about him for many years. 

 

Then one day, I saw him on the local evening news.  He was being tried for murdering a Houston police 

officer in cold blood.  The officer was working in his parents’ convenience store on his day off, and Charlie 

came in to rob the store.  The officer identified himself as a police officer, and tried to talk Charlie out of 

the robbery.  Charlie shot him once and killed him.  He was quickly caught and arrested. 

 

Today, he is sitting on Texas’ Death Row in Huntsville waiting for his execution day, which will certainly 

come someday.  I was told that he has little hope of appeal.   

 

Should we pray for Charlie? 

Should we pray for any criminal who wantonly murders others in cold blood – especially a police officer? 

Should we be merciful to all prisoners? 

Should we get even tougher with our laws and our prisons? 

Should we even have the death penalty? 

 

I don’t have the answers to any of the questions posed above.  All I know is that a troubled young man 

will certainly die for his crime.  I also know I will pray for him. 

 

And I know that my Savior told me to love one another, even death row criminals - especially if I only 

remember him as a silly kid from my fifth grade Science class.   

Amen! 
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Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, February 4th 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately after Worship on 
Sunday, February 4th.  

 
The purpose of the meeting is to: 

• Present the 2024 Budget, as approved by Session. 

• Receive a State of the Church from the 5 Ministry Teams. 
• Elect the Ruling Elders for the Class of 2027. 

• Present the Session approved Academy Board members for the Class of 2027.  

February 11 

There are five service opportunities as we begin 

our Lenten Season together. There will be four 

brief services for those who are unable to attend in 

the evening (7:00 AM, 8:00 AM, 12:00 PM, and 

12:30 PM). We will have Wednesday Night Supper 

in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM, and then our 

evening Ash Wednesday Service will be at 6:45 PM 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

Join us for our Ash Wednesday Services on February 14th.  



 

 

 
 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 

 

 
 

Feb. 7 — Brazilian Chicken 
Pastor Sebastian Lopez & Kay Craig 

 

Feb. 14 — Red Beans & Rice 
Ash Wednesday 

Jan Fitts 

 

Feb. 21 —  Chicken Pot Pie 
Jennifer Miller 

 

Feb. 28 — Chili Cookoff 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking reservations during the pandemic 

has helped us to reduce food waste in the 

kitchen and improved our meal planning. 

We plan to continue the reservation 

process, but will also take walk-ins as long 

as we have extra food to serve. If you’d like 

to attend, please email Kay  

at kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

To go plates                              $5.00 

We are accepting credit card 

payments at Wednesday  

Night Supper! 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

Children’s Chime Choir: The Chime Choir meets in 

the Sanctuary at 9:30 AM on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Sundays of each month. This is a chance for 

elementary aged children to get to ring chimes as 

part of Worship. We are excited to continue this 

new adventure! Please contact Megan Hogg 

(megan1661@yahoo.com) for additional details.  

February Birthday Celebration! 

Please join family, friends, and congregation 
members on Sunday, February 11th, right after our 
10:50 worship service as we celebrate those in our 
church community born in February.  Linger for 
conversation, fellowship, and light snacks.  

mailto:megan1661@yahoo.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW UNWIND will meet on  2/5 at 6:00 p.m. at Joyce’s Seafood (6415 San Felipe) 

PW MODERATORS on 2/7 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 2/7 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Monday, 2/12 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 2/14 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room).  
If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

Lesson 6 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/sacred-encounters. 

ZIP TRIP to the Buffalo Bayou Cistern on  2/21 at 9:30 a.m. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on  2/28 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

Bible Study Using Zoom: February 12th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lesson 6 of Sacred Encounters will be discussed by the group of 

women using Zoom on Monday, February 12th, at 7 p.m.  All SBPC 

women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 

videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at 

mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to receive the Zoom invitation to join the 

meeting.   

  Presbyterian Women this Month     

Unwind will meet for dinner at Joyce’s Seafood (6415 San Felipe), on 

Monday, February 5th, at 6:00 PM. Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros 

at 713-305-1114 only if you plan to attend. We hope to see you there! 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/sacred-encounters/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

SBPC Scholarship applications are now available for interested 
students! Completed applications are due May 1 for the year applying, 

and should be submitted to Sarah Dikeman for the women’s 
scholarship and Ken Crawford for the men’s scholarship. 

Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, 

February 28th, at 9:30 AM in the 

Conference Room. Join us for stuffing, 

stitching, and great conversation.  

See you there! 

Please join us for our next 
ZIP Trip on Wednesday, 

February 21st at 9:30 AM! 
We will be touring the Buffalo 
Bayou Conversancy Cistern. If 

you are interested in attending, 
we must have reservations. The 

Men of the Church are also 
invited. Please contact 
Marguerite Priest at 

mepriest@hotmail.com for 
more information and to RSVP. 

mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 

On behalf of the Houston International Seafarers Center, 
please know that we were blessed, and the seafarers 
grateful for the Christmas shoeboxes you all gifted 
the seafarers last November. 
 
We are especially appreciative of your boxes, as we 
began taking them onboard to crews at the end of 
November that were berthed in Houston, but would be at 
sea during the holidays. This holiday season we 
distributed over 8,600 boxes to over 380 vessels. 
 
While visiting ships and delivering shoebox gifts, one ship invited me to watch them open 
their presents because they wanted a Chaplain there to bless them. I watched as each package 
was numbered by the captain, and then corresponding numbers were placed in a hat. 
Each seafarer then drew a number and opened the gift with that number, then show-n-tell 
trading began. What is great about the shoebox gifts that you all provided, is that everyone 
gets something they want. It is crews like this that are so thankful to people like you in 
showing them that someone else cares when they are away from their families for six to nine 
months or more.   
  
All the best to you and your church family, 
Jeffrey Baldwin, Chaplain  



 

 

Outdoor Nativity Gets a Facelift! 
 

About forty years ago, a group of folks at Spring Branch Presbyterian 
Church decided to make an outdoor, life-sized, wooden nativity set for all 

the neighborhood to enjoy.  The group who made this happen included 
Sarah Dikeman, Doris Wright and a few members who have since moved 

away. Some of you might remember Kathi and Gary Polage and Marty 
Stratton.  Marty had a degree in Fine Arts and provided a lot of artistic 

detail to the original set. About twenty years ago, an improved method of 
making them stand up was installed.  Lately, the pieces have come to 

show their years of exposure and wear.  That's where Matt Lassiter and 
Roswell Vargas came in.  They and Luna took them home and gave them 
some much needed TLC. Our refurbished set decorated the property this 

Christmas season. Take a look at these before and after shots and say 
"Thanks!" to the Lassiters and Roswell next time you see them! 

~ Before ~ 



 

 

After 



 

 



 

 



 

 

A digital version of the form can be accessed here: https://forms.gle/gNq6fmuuXqgYC1GWA. 

https://forms.gle/gNq6fmuuXqgYC1GWA


 

 

Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 

around the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and 

support for the poor and oppressed.  

 

Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation (Easter Sunday, March 31st) 

• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/give-oghs 

• Text OGHS to 91999 to give 

 

This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing. Our gifts 

help to improve the lives of people in challenging situations through these three 

impactful programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

and Self-Development of People.  

         NEWS YOU CAN USE 
 

 

We will have Easter Lilies again this year! Place 

your order now through Friday, March 29th. You 

can order by using the form in the Narthex or 

Church Office, contacting Ethan Mitchell at 

ethan@springbranchpres.org, calling the Church 

Office (713-464-7659), or using this Google Form. 

 

The cost is $10 each, and the payment can be 

mailed to the church office or placed in the 

offering plate on Sunday mornings. The names of 

those being honored or remembered will be shared 

with the congregation on Easter Sunday morning. 

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://forms.gle/kkeAsCgdF6ki5jQT6


 

 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special 

occasion?  The 2024 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the 

Narthex. If  you are currently worshiping from home, but would 

still like to sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may 

signup digitally by using this form: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-

46865119-2024, or email jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  

The cost per arrangement is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be 

requested EARLY!  Checks should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church 

Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

If you are purchasing something for reimbursement by the church, 

please take a tax exempt form from the Church Office with you. You 

can keep it in your car, purse, or wallet! Help us save a few dollars 

the next time you make a purchase for the church. Thank you! 

Did you know that you can help the church 

by doing your grocery shopping at 

Randalls? By giving our Good Neighbor 

Number (1140) at the checkout line when 

you shop with your Remarkable Card,  a 

portion of the proceeds will be contributed 

to the church.  

https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-46865119-2024
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-46865119-2024
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-46865119-2024
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church is 
pleased to partner with our friends at The Arc 
of Spring Branch-Memorial to help provide 
space for their community movie and craft 

nights that are held monthly. We also partner 
with The Arc of Spring Branch-Memorial to 
offer space for Special Olympics Volleyball 

and Bocce Ball practices throughout the year. 
We appreciate this collaboration. If you 

would like to learn more about The Arc of 
Spring Branch-Memorial, please contact the 

church office.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Jacob Ruiz 2/11 
Jessica Tanner 2/12 
Merveilles Massamba 2/13 
Dr. Doris Wright 2/13 
Eric Purfurst 2/14 
Lynn Dudinsky 2/15 
Beth Mizwa 2/15 
Kayla Mizwa 2/18 
Kayla Ballejo 2/20 
Richard Machain 2/20 
Dianne Bigelow 2/21 
Amelia Laverty 2/27 
  
  

  

Sarah Fake 2/1 
Clara Dikeman 2/2 
James Daley 2/3 

Silvia Argyriou 2/4 

Victoria Kissinger 2/4 
Cali Alegria 2/6 
Stephen Earnest 2/7 

Loretta Pittman 2/8 

Logan Balli 2/9 
Fonda Blair 2/10 
Daniel Powell 2/10 
Jordan Powell 2/10 
  
  

  

  

Don and Barbara Tremble 2/5 
Jennifer Chehade and Hector Tapia 2/7 
  
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

So now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love.  

-1 Corinthians 13:13 


