
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark... 
 
Blood Drives are something that has occurred at our church for as long as I can remember. I 
was unable to donate for many years due to the various meds I must take, but rules for donors 
have loosened considerably. Now I joyfully donate every chance I get here at our church. 
 
There are many reasons that people donate blood: 

• They understand how it can save a life. 
• They picture a small child in need of blood. 
• They have a rare or unusual blood type that is hard to find, such as: 

 AB negative (less than 1% of the population has it) 
 B negative (2% of the population) 
 AB positive (3% of the population) 

• They work in the medical field and see the importance of blood donations every day. 
• They owe a debt! 

 
That last reason is the one that gets me to donate… six people donated for me way back in 
1986; they literally saved my life. 
 
In the summer of 1986, I underwent major surgery on my abdomen, and it was a very difficult 
surgery. Fortunately for me, the surgeon was an expert in the type of surgery I needed. Still, I 
lost a lot of blood during and after the surgery was complete, so I needed six units to replace 
it. I know that one of the physical education teachers from the school where I worked came to 
the hospital and donated in my name; I don’t know who else did.  
 
Whoever they were, I have always been grateful for their gifts. 
 
It is often said that if you owe a debt, you should resolve it as quickly as possible. But there is 
no way for me to resolve this debt directly… other than to donate blood whenever I can. Jesus 
reminds us that we should be caring for one another because it would be the same as caring 
for him (Matthew 25:31-46). 
 
I hope you will also donate the next time we have a blood drive here at Spring Branch PC 
(July 13th!).  It only takes a few minutes, it doesn’t hurt (much), and you could literally be 
saving someone’s life. 
 
Don’t you think Jesus would be proud of you?  I think he knew a little about saving people… 
 
Amen! 
 

 

Spring  Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell  Rd |  Houston, TX 77055  

PRESPRESS  

2025 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Spring Branch 

Presbyterian 

 

Sunday, 

July 13 

8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
1215 Campbell Rd 

 

To schedule an appointment, 

contact Ashley Powell 

(972) 571-2499 

ashleycrawford161@gmail.com  

Sponsor Code: 0324 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Please join the Unwind Women’s Group for dinner at Treebeards  

(9655 Katy Freeway, entrance on Gaylord) on Monday, July 7th, at 6:00 PM. 

Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at 713-305-1114, only if you plan to 

attend. We hope to see you there! 
 

 

Presbyterian Women this Month       

Join us for Happy Hands on Wednesday, July 23rd, at 

9:30 AM in the Conference Room. Yes, we meet during 

the summer! If you’re usually busy other months of the 

year with your job or other commitments, this might be 

a great time to join us. All are welcome! We stuff heart 

shaped pillows (all materials provided), hand sew the 

pillows shut (maybe bring a needle and thread), crochet/

knit (bring your project), or just come to hand out for great fellowship — 

inside out of the heat. We hope you will join us! 

 

PW at a Glance  

(There will be no Board Meetings, Bible Moderator Meetings, Bible Study,  

or Zip Trips during the Summer) 

 

 
 

PW UNWIND will meet on 7/7 at 6:00 p.m. at Treebeards (9655 Katy Freeway) 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 7/23 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

There will be a PW WELCOMING LUNCHEON on 8/10 at 12:15 p.m. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus 

Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14. Last years’ study books can be 

delivered to the Church Office to be recycled to other groups.  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Dear Presbyterian Women of SBPC,  
 
Thank you for awarding me a 2025-2026 
scholarship. It will help with tuition towards 
graduate school. I am pursuing a dual degree, 
MBA and MPH. The MBA coursework should be 
wrapped up by May 2026, and then I will just be 
heads down on public health studies.  
 
Thank you! 
Caroline Bik 

Caroline Bik 

 
 
 

 
Dear Women of Spring Branch Presbyterian Church, 

 
I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for awarding me 
the generous scholarship. Your support means so much to me, 
and has already made a meaningful difference in helping me 
to continue my educational journey. Knowing that you believe 
in my goals and want to invest in my future is incredibly 
encouraging. Your kindness is not only a financial blessing but 
also a reminder that I have a community cheering me on. 
Thank you again for your generosity, prayers, and 
encouragement. I hope to make you proud and carry forward 
the spirit of compassion and giving that you have shown me.  

 
With sincere appreciation,  
Deona Vakiari 

Deona Vakiari 



 

 



 

 

Mark your calendar for August 10th and plan to join us for the Presbyterian Women’s 
Welcoming Luncheon after the worship service!  Invite your friends young and old, 
this tradition is for all ages and stages.  Just remember to RSVP to Jan at 
jdafitts@gmail.com.  Babysitting will gladly be provided, but you must tell Jan when 
you RSVP to the luncheon. 

 
Kay and Betty will again delight us with tasty treats.  You’ll be 
dazzled by our talent and entertained by our follies.  You’ll get a 
tiny taste of our new PW Bible Study.  We have numerous raffle 
baskets and prizes offered – if you would like to contribute, please 
contact Rebecca Alegria.  

 
If your talent is picking up chairs and resetting the room, check in with Sarah Powell 
and Rebecca Alegria.   
 
If you would like to be involved, check in with these ladies, or with Luna Lassiter at 
lunaanne726@gmail.com. 

It’s that wonderful time of year again — our annual Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon is 
approaching, and we are excited to invite you to participate! We are currently accepting 
donations of baskets for our raffle, with all proceeds benefiting the Presbyterian Women’s 
Scholarship/Mission Fund. 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to support our community while enjoying a special event 
together. Your generous contributions will help empower local students in their educational 
pursuits. 
 
Raffle Basket Ideas: 

• Gourmet Food Basket: A collection of delicious treats and snacks. 
• Family Game Night Basket: Fun games and activities for a cozy night in. 
• Relaxation & Self-Care Basket: Items for pampering and relaxation. 
• Coffee Lovers Bundle: A selection of gourmet coffees and treats. 
• Crafting Corner Basket: Supplies for creativity and crafting enthusiasts. 
• Book Lovers Basket: A curated selection of bestsellers and cozy reads. 

 
We encourage everyone to get creative and generous with their basket donations. Together, 
we can make this luncheon a memorable event while supporting our scholarship fund! 
Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing you there! If  
interested in donating a basket, please email Rebecca Alegria at rebeccarivera515@gmail.com.  

mailto:jdafitts@gmail.com
mailto:lunaanne726@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccarivera515@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

Vacation Bible School was so much fun this year for participants, 
volunteers, and Academy teachers alike! The Faith Development Team 
would like to thank all of the volunteers who made such a good time 
possible: Pastor Savannah Goodman, Pastor 
Mark Plunkett, Dillan Mark, Brendan DeVore, 
Laurie Mitchell, Jan Fitts, Silvia Argyriou, Luna 
Lassiter, Jeannie Stockton, Carol Villabona, Gina 
Ponce, Patty Blome, Jayden Earnest, Emma 
Pace, Andrea Martinez, Marguerite Priest, 
Donald McDaniel, Ruby Ramirez, Jackie Nix, 
Sarah Dikeman, Logan Plunkett, Bryn Fuller, 
Megan and Matthew Hogg, Delia Nix, Jacquie 
Ballesteros, Elizabeth Leiva, and Juana Vera. 
 
A special thank you to: 
 
Ethan Mitchell and Ben Dethloff for all the AV presentations each day, and to 
CENTI Church for the slideshow presentation at the celebratory dinner. 
 
Renee, Nikki, and all the Academy teachers who worked closely with us and 
provided publicity, food, and decorations. 
 
John Knox Presbyterian Church who provided funding. 
 
And all of the kitchen volunteers who prepared a wonderful celebration 
dinner – Kay Craig, Betty Magnuson, Jan Fitts, Jennifer Miller, Silvia Argyriou, 
Jeannie Stockton, and Nina Rach. 

Youth Mini Golf & Go-Kart Outing 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Idea Spring is coming back in August! We have plans set through April — so mark 
your calendar and join us for these events! Each program will begin at 5:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall, followed by a dinner 
around 6:00 PM.  

 
The Idea Spring Speaker Series was created 
as a free program for our church, Academy, 
and community. It’s educational, interactive, 
and fun for the whole family! 

 
We are also in need of some volunteers to 
help make these events possible. This could 
be as a greeter, setup help, cleanup, help 
with the meal, etc. Or, serving as the point 
person for programs when Ethan is 
unavailable to be there. All logistics will be 
taken care of ahead of time — all you have to 
do is show up ready to serve!  

 
If you have questions or are interested in helping out, please contact Ethan Mitchell 
(Idea Spring Coordinator) at ideaspring@springbranchpres.org. 

Aug. 21st  Downtown Aquarium 

Sept. 18th  
DePelchin Children’s 

Center (parent course) 

Oct. 16th  Mad Science of Houston 

Nov. 20th   
Houston Arboretum & 

Nature Center 

Jan. 15th  Mr. Magic 

Feb. 19th PCHAS (parent course) 

March 19th 
Houston Museum of 

Natural Science 

April 16th   The Creature Teacher 

mailto:ideaspring@springrbranchpres.org


 

 

Summer Vacation Season has arrived! Please 
remember to snag those extra hotel toiletries while 
you are traveling. It’s also a good time to watch sales 
and stock up on items at dollar stores, and on grocery 
trips. And finally, be on the lookout for women’s sized 
shoe boxes. Seafarers’ Donations can be brought to 
the Church Office anytime of the year! Below is the 
list of requested items from the Seafarers’ Center: 

Hairbrush / Comb Kleenex Lip Balm 

Magnets Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream 

T-shirts (new) Needle & Thread Shaving Cream 

Nail Clippers Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy 

Q-Tips Mechanical Pencils Flashlight w/ batteries 

Popcorn Socks Word Search/ Sudoku/ Fill-in books 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 2026 Calendar 

Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) Disposable Razors 

Dental floss Deodorant Lotion 

Hot Chocolate Key Chains Texas Souvenirs 

Shampoo Playing Cards Toothbrushes 

Conditioner Body Wash Pocket sized notebooks & pens 

Dear Spring Branch Presbyterian Church, 
 
Thank you from the bottom of our collective hearts for all you did 
in putting together a most joyous celebration of our dad’s life. I felt 
nurtured and uplifted as I came to you with my vision in the 
service. What a gift it was to have so many who knew and loved 
my dad and mom around us. We were definitely “home” for that 
service.  
 

With love and gratitude, 
Susan Gibbs and the  
whole Slover Clan 



 

 

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with 

stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs, 

coloring pages, and crafts.  Pastor Savannah 

has chosen the stories to coincide with the 

Sermons.  This program is during the Worship 

Service for ages 3-6 years old.  Children leave 

the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment 

and are returned to their parents during the 

last hymn.   

 

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program.  Please call 

Pastor Savannah in the church office or Jacquie Ballesteros at  

713-305-1114. 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate July Birthdays! 
 

Join us in the breezeway, weather permitting, 
for our next Birthday Celebration on Sunday, 
July 13th.  Immediately after worship, we will 
gather for light snacks as we honor our July 

birthdays! 

. 

The Children's Sunday School 

Class will be taking the month of 

July off for summer vacation.  

Join us when we resume on Sunday, 

August 3rd! 



 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2025 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 



 

 

Lauren Tacchi 7/18 
Carmen Reyer 7/19 
Dr. Mark Turney 7/19 
Virginia Morrison 7/20 
Riley Fairchild 7/22 
Dana Ballard 7/23 
Nicki Laverty 7/24 
Sandy Chehade 7/26 
Luna Lassiter 7/26 
Gabe Perez 7/27 
Bethany Balli-Caldera 7/29 
Margo Smith 7/29 
  
  
  

  

Luke Fuller 7/6 
Tad Mizwa 7/6 
Joseph Wilborn 7/7 

Maggie Wright 7/7 

Don Tremble 7/10 
Miriam Vyles 7/10 
Kyle Eveler 7/11 

Jeannie Stockton 7/11 

Connor Fake 7/13 
Liz Earnest 7/16 
William Lassiter 7/16 
Alex Lopez 7/18 
Lisa Schultz 7/18 
  

  

  

Daniel and Sarah Powell 7/13 
Jeanne and Mark Plunkett 7/30 
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 


