
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Savannah Goodman... 
 

Dear Spring Branch Presbyterian, 
As we move from the long, sunlit days of summer into the rhythms of a 

new school year, I find myself reflecting on the beauty of transition.  This 
time between seasons — when the pools are still open, but the school supplies 
are already stocked — offers us a sacred pause.  It is a time to take a breath, 
look back with gratitude, and look ahead with hope. 

Summer often brings a change of pace: vacations, family gatherings, and 
a looser schedule.  It’s a time of restoration and reconnection.  I hope you’ve 
found time to rest, to play, and to dwell in the presence of God’s creation.   

Now, as schools reopen and calendars fill, we begin again.  Children 
sharpen their pencils and don their backpacks, and we, too, prepare our 
hearts and minds for what lies ahead.  In the church, this season means 
renewed focus as we shift away from the “summer schedule.”  Ministry 
Teams prepare for and transition to fall ministry.  It is a time not only of 
business, but of purpose, exploration, and learning. 

I invite you to embrace this transition as a time to ask: What is God 
calling me to do in this new season?  How can I serve more fully, learn more 
deeply, or worship more intentionally?   

Whether you're sending a child off to kindergarten or college, beginning 
a new job, or simply turning the page in your own spiritual life — know that 
you are not alone.  We are the Church together.  Relationships Matter.  We 
build each other up and support each other.  And, we walk together through 
all seasons of life and all transitions.  We walk together, upheld by the grace 
of God and the love of this community. 

So, let us move forward with open hearts, trusting that God who has 
been with us in the leisure of summer will guide 
us through the structure of fall. 
 
In gratitude and anticipation, 
Pastor Savannah 
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https://tinyurl.com/MAM-Back-to-School  
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Idea Spring is coming back in August! We have plans set through April — so mark 
your calendar and join us for these events! Each program will begin at 5:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall, followed by a dinner 
around 6:00 PM.  

 
The Idea Spring Speaker Series was created 
as a free program for our church, Academy, 
and community. It’s educational, interactive, 
and fun for the whole family! 

 
We are also in need of some volunteers to 
help make these events possible. This could 
be as a greeter, setup help, cleanup, help 
with the meal, etc. Or, serving as the point 
person for programs when Ethan is 
unavailable to be there. All logistics will be 
taken care of ahead of time — all you have to 
do is show up ready to serve!  

 
If you have questions or are interested in helping out, please contact Ethan Mitchell 
(Idea Spring Coordinator) at ideaspring@springbranchpres.org. 

Aug. 21st  Downtown Aquarium 

Sept. 18th  
DePelchin Children’s 

Center (parent course) 

Oct. 16th  Mad Science of Houston 

Nov. 20th   
Houston Arboretum & 

Nature Center 

Jan. 15th  Mr. Magic 

Feb. 19th PCHAS (parent course) 

March 19th 
Houston Museum of 

Natural Science 

April 16th   The Creature Teacher 

mailto:ideaspring@springrbranchpres.org


 

 

The Unwind Group will meet for dinner at Empire Turkish Grill at  

6:00 PM on Monday, August 4th. The restaurant is located at  

12448 Memorial Dr. Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at 713-305-1114,  

only if you plan to attend. We hope to see you there! 
 

Happy Hands will meet on 

Wednesday, August 27th,  

at 9:30 AM in the Conference 

Room. Join us for stuffing, 

stitching, and great conversation. 

See you there! 

 

PW at a Glance  

(There will be no Board Meetings, Bible Moderator Meetings,  

Bible Study, or Zip Trips in August) 
 

PW UNWIND will meet on 8/4 at 6:00 p.m. at Empire Turkish Grill. 

There will be a PW WELCOMING LUNCHEON on 8/10 at 12:15 p.m. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 8/27 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 

Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14. Last years’ study 

books can be delivered to the Church Office to be recycled to other groups.  

  Presbyterian Women this Month 



 

 



 

 

Make sure your calendar is cleared for the afternoon of August 10th and plan to join 

us for the Presbyterian Women’s Welcoming Luncheon right after the worship service!  

Invite your friends young and old, this tradition is for all ages and stages.  Just 

remember to RSVP to Jan at jdafitts@gmail.com.  Babysitting will gladly be provided, 

but you must tell Jan when you RSVP to the luncheon. 

 

Don your best tea party dress or come as you are.  We’ll feast on 

scrumptious bites by Kay and Betty.  You’ll be dazzled by our talent 

and entertained by our follies.  You’ll get a tiny taste of our new PW 

Bible Study.  You’ll learn a little bit about ages and stages of life and 

hear a few great jokes too.  We also have numerous raffle baskets and 

prizes available.   

 

If your talent is picking up chairs and resetting the room, please plan to check in with 

Sarah Powell and Rebecca Alegria.   

It’s that wonderful time of year again — our annual Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon is 
approaching, and we are excited to invite you to participate! We are currently accepting 
donations of baskets for our raffle, with all proceeds benefiting the Presbyterian Women’s 
Scholarship/Mission Fund. 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to support our community while enjoying a special event 
together. Your generous contributions will help empower local students in their educational 
pursuits. 
 
Raffle Basket Ideas: 

• Gourmet Food Basket: A collection of delicious treats and snacks. 
• Family Game Night Basket: Fun games and activities for a cozy night in. 
• Relaxation & Self-Care Basket: Items for pampering and relaxation. 
• Coffee Lovers Bundle: A selection of gourmet coffees and treats. 
• Crafting Corner Basket: Supplies for creativity and crafting enthusiasts. 
• Book Lovers Basket: A curated selection of bestsellers and cozy reads. 

 
We encourage everyone to get creative and generous with their basket donations. Together, 
we can make this luncheon a memorable event while supporting our scholarship fund! 
Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing you there! If  
interested in donating a basket, please email Rebecca Alegria at rebeccarivera515@gmail.com.  

mailto:jdafitts@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccarivera515@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Summer Vacation Season has arrived! Please remember 
to snag those extra hotel toiletries while you are traveling. 
It’s also a good time to watch sales and stock up on items 
at dollar stores, and on grocery trips. And finally, be on 
the lookout for women’s sized shoe boxes. Seafarers’ 
Donations can be brought to the Church Office anytime of 
the year! Below is the list of requested items from the 
Seafarers’ Center: 

Hairbrush / Comb Kleenex Lip Balm 

Magnets Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream 

T-shirts (new) Needle & Thread Shaving Cream 

Nail Clippers Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy 

Q-Tips Mechanical Pencils Flashlight w/ batteries 

Popcorn Socks Word Search/ Sudoku/ Fill-in books 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 2026 Calendar 

Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) Disposable Razors 

Dental floss Deodorant Lotion 

Hot Chocolate Key Chains Texas Souvenirs 

Shampoo Playing Cards Toothbrushes 

Conditioner Body Wash Pocket sized notebooks & pens 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join family, friends, and congregation members on Sunday, 

August 3rd, right after our 10:50 worship service as we celebrate  
those in our church community born in August.  Linger for 

conversation, fellowship, and light snacks.  



 

 

Children’s Chime Choir: The Chime Choir 

meets in the Sanctuary at 9:30 AM on the 2
nd

 

and 4
th

 Sundays of each month. This is a 
chance for elementary aged children to get to 

ring chimes as part of Worship. We are excited 

to continue this new adventure! Please contact 

Megan Hogg (megan1661@yahoo.com) for 

additional details.  

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper  

September 3rd — Hamburgers! 
 
 

Fall Wednesday Night Suppers will be starting back up on  
September 3rd, at 6:00 PM, in the Fellowship Hall with  

Hamburgers and all of the trimmings.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Prices for the supper are as follows: 
 
Adults (age 13 & up)   $5.00 
Children (ages 1-12)   $2.00 
Family w/children ages 1-12 $12.00 
  (immediate family only please) 
To go plates                          
      $5.00  

mailto:megan1661@yahoo.com


 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2025 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 



 

 



 

 

Ali Nix 8/15 
Lee Dudinsky 8/19 
Lane Rouse 8/20 
Dr. Rebecca Turney 8/20 
Jennifer Chehade-Tapia 8/23 
Jim Kunkel 8/23 
Jennifer Fuller 8/27 
Ron Tremble 8/28 
Stephen Lezon 8/29 
Jack Carr 8/30 
Gary Tanner 8/30 
Steve Nanney 8/31 
  
  
  

  

Christina Holland 8/3 
Lee Dillard 8/4 
Rocco Sabala 8/6 

Joseph Kissinger 8/8 

Cameron Blome 8/9 
Rachael Castillo 8/9 
Lu Taylor 8/9 

James Humphrey 8/10 

Betty Magnuson 8/10 
Charlie Powell 8/12 
Kim Tangney 8/12 
Brenda Lanan 8/13 
Betty Harris 8/15 
  

  

  

Jennifer and Todd Miller 8/3 
Kate and Jeremy Cross 8/14 
Meredith and James Qualls 8/15 
Lana and Randy Ruiz 8/16 
Dr. Matt and Sarah Dikeman 8/17 
Glenn and Barbara Lanan 8/17 
Dr. Mark and Dr. Rebecca Turney 8/21 
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

BLESSING OF THE  

BCKPACKS 

Sunday, August 10th 
Worship Begins at 10:50 AM 

Don’t forget to bring your Backpack! 


