
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark... 
 
I come from a very long line of Presbyterian pastors and missionaries, and I know some pretty 
good stories about many of them. One of my favorites is my great-great Uncle William Junkin.  
 
He and his wife, Aunt Nettie, and their two daughters, served as missionaries in China for 
almost 50 years. They returned to the United States once a year to raise funds and to collect 
donations of clean used clothes for the Chinese children. 
 
Although Uncle Will and his family were doing the Lord’s work in China, they didn’t have it 
easy. They lived among some of the poorest people in the world. They lived and worked in 
China as the country transitioned from a fading empire with a child emperor, to a weak 
corrupt republic, to a captive population conquered by Japan during World War II, and finally, 
as refugees during the Chinese Civil War that ended with a Communist victory in 1949.   
 
When Mao Zedeng and his Communists finally conquered China, Chiang Kai-shek and his 
Nationalists fled to the island of Formosa and established the Republic of China. There, Uncle 
Will and his family found themselves in 1949. Not too many years after this, Uncle Will and 
Aunt Nettie returned to the United States for good. 
 
But the years had been hard on Uncle Will’s health. To make things worse, there was no 
pension for missionaries in those days; most either died in their assigned countries or 
returned home and became parish pastors in the twilight of their lives. Unfortunately, Uncle 
Will only lived a year or two after becoming the pastor of a small church in the United States. 
 
One question begs to be asked: Do you think Uncle Will and Aunt Nettie were treated 
fairly by the Lord they served so faithfully for most of their lives? 
 
It is a tough question to answer! On the one hand, they had to struggle daily to bring the Good 
News to the Chinese people – often with government officials trying to discourage them; on 
the other hand, they loved the Chinese people and were loved by them in return. They worked 
joyfully and peacefully bringing the Good News to the people every day they were in China.   
 
And if you were to ask that question of Uncle Will, I think he would become very upset that the 
question was even asked! They were joyful servants of the Lord God; what more could they ask 
for?  Personally, I hope to meet them in Paradise someday.   
 
Amen! 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
We’re excited to share some wonderful news with you! 
 
Starting in October, we’re launching a new and exciting Contemporary Worship 
Service, and you’re invited! This special gathering will take place once a month on a 
Wednesday evening in The Gathering Place. 
 
It’s the perfect midweek opportunity to pause, reset, and be refreshed in God’s 
presence. Experience uplifting music and heartfelt messages in a welcoming 
environment. This is a great opportunity to connect with others and deepen your faith.  
 
Make sure to mark these dates down on your calendar, and make plans to join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope that this different style of service may encourage people to attend who may 
not be as engaged in traditional worship.  The worship team, including the co-pastors, 
is excited about implementing this service.  It will not replace any worship service 
currently offered, but instead will give an additional and unique opportunity for people 
to praise and learn about God. 
 
This service will feature: 

 Live praise bands 
 Uplifting and relevant messages 
 A time for spiritual renewal and 

connection 
 
Make it a full evening! Come early and 
enjoy Wednesday Night Supper with the 
church community, then stay after for 
Worship. We encourage you to bring your 
friends and family — there’s something for everyone, and all are welcome. 
 
We can’t wait to worship with you and see how God moves through this vibrant new 
service. Let’s come together, grow in faith, and lift our voices in praise! 
 
With joy and anticipation, 
The Worship Team 

October 15th  November 19th December 10th January 14th 

February 11th  March 11th  April 8th  May 13th  

June 10th July 8th August 12th September 9th  



 

 



 

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 
 
 

Sept. 3  — Hamburgers 
Laurie Mitchell 

 

Sept. 10 — Pulled Pork BBQ 
Jeannie Stockton 

 

Sept. 17 — Tacos 
Laurie Mitchell 

 

Sept. 24 — Menu TBD 
Nina Rach 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

We are now accepting credit card payments at Wednesday Night Supper! 

Taking reservations has helped us to 
reduce food waste in the kitchen and 

improved our meal planning. We plan to 
continue the reservation process, but will 

also take walk-ins as long as we have extra 
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the 

reservation process, so, if you’d like to 
attend, please email Kay at  

kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW MODERATORS on 9/3 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 9/3 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW UNWIND will meet on 9/8 at 6:00 p.m. at The Union Kitchen (12538 Memorial Dr). 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 9/9 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 9/10 at 9:30 a.m.  

Join us at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room for our first Circle Meeting of the year. If you 

would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation. We will have a 

salad luncheon in the Fellowship Hall afterwards. Please bring a salad to share.  

Lesson 1 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity. 

ZIP TRIP to Katy Heritage Museum on  9/17 at 9:30 a.m. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 9/24 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 

Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.  

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office. 

     Presbyterian Women this Month 

Please join us for an Unwind Dinner at The Union Kitchen (12538 Memorial Dr) on 

Monday, September 8th, at 6:00 PM. We are moving 

from our customary 1st Monday due to the Labor Day 

Holiday. Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at  

 713-305-1114 or jballesteros1103@gmail.com, only if 

you plan to attend. We hope you can join us!  

Bible Study Using Zoom: September 9th at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 1 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be 

discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, September 9th, at 

7 p.m.  All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 

videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to 

receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:jballesteros1103@gmail.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, September 24th, 

at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. Lots of stuffing and 

stitching to do. Plus, it’s a great time to catch up with 

everyone from the summer. Hope to see you there! 

The Presbyterian Women’s Welcoming Luncheon held on August 
10th was a tremendous success! There were over 50 attendees. The 
delicious meal was prepared by Kay Craig and Betty Magnuson, and 
their kitchen crew of Sherry Williams, Silvia Argyriou, Jeannie 
Stockton, Rebecca and Callie Alegria, Jan Fitts, and Laurie Mitchell. 
It included various salads and sandwiches, fruit and yummy desserts 
of posset, trifle, cakes, shortbread, and panna cotta.  There were 18 
baskets raffled off – including Taco Tuesday, a couple of spa baskets, a puzzle/game basket, a 
birding basket, Playtime with lots of outdoor toys, a couple of wine baskets, pasta dinner, basket 
of plants, a crocheted animal basket, and a coffee basket. Over $1000.00 was collected for the 
mission/scholarship fund and more donations for college connection cards and care packages, 
and for PCHAS birthday cards. Luna Lassiter led us all through the stages of life, with “who is 
that baby?” pictures game, who is the oldest, who is the youngest, and many other questions to 
get to know others in the congregation. Various members talked about how to be involved in the 
church activities. Patti Nanney gave an overview of the Bible Study for the year.  We were 
entertained by Piper Dikeman and Kaylee Earnest on the piano, and Clara Dikeman with a 
dance. Thank you to all who helped in so many ways – the Powell family, Alegrias, and Earnests 
for set up and for take down and reset of the room. For those who managed the ticket sales – 
Sarah and Elizabeth Powell, and Beth Mizwa. Rebecca Alegria was in charge of the basket and 
raffle.  Jan Fitts for managing the reservations. Theresa Dunlap for the table decorations. Riley 
Fairchild ran the audio/visual equipment.   

On Wednesday, September 17, 2025, please join the Presbyterian Women of 
Spring Branch Presbyterian Church for our first ZIP of the year. We will meet at the 
Church at 9:30 AM and leave for Katy to visit the 
Johnny Nelson/Katy Heritage Museum and then 
eat at the Southern Dough Bakery and Cafe, 
followed by antique shopping at 3 nearby stores. 
All women of the church are welcome and to 
bring a friend! Please let Marguerite Priest know  
if you plan to attend so no one is left behind. 
Marguerite can be texted or emailed:  
281-435-3941 or mepriest@hotmail.com. 

mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com


 

 

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with 

stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs, 

coloring pages, and crafts.  Pastor Savannah 

has chosen the stories to coincide with the 

Sermons.  This program is during the Worship 

Service for ages 3-6 years old.  Children leave 

the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment 

and are returned to their parents during the 

last hymn.   

 

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program.  Please call 

Pastor Savannah in the church office. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering helps people process violence and  
crisis-related trauma through creative expression. The Peace & Global Witness 
Offering offers light to those in the shadows and guides us all into the ways of 
peace. By giving to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we work to share 
Christ’s peace with one another, beyond our doors, beyond our community and 
across boundaries.  
 

Ways to Give: 
• Through your congregation (World Communion Sunday, October 5th) 
• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/peace-global 
• Text PCUSAPEACE to 41444 

 

“May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.” 
-2 Thessalonians 3:16 

Please join family, friends, and congregation members 
on Sunday, September 14th, right after our 10:50 AM 

worship service as we celebrate those in our church 
community born in August.  Linger for conversation, 

fellowship, and light snacks.  

The Gathering Place Program will be 

holding a planning meeting on Monday, 

September 29th, at 10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room. If you are a current 

volunteer, or if you’d like to volunteer, this 

meeting might be of interest to you.  

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, September 15th, 

at 10:00 AM! The theme for this month is Tailgate Party! 

Please see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you are 

interested in helping out. 



 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2025 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 



 

 



 

 

Chad Carpenter 9/16 
Del Kennedy 9/16 
Dylan Mancilla 9/17 
Steve Blair 9/19 
Warren Ballesteros 9/20 
Ashley Powell 9/20 
Shannon Hassett 9/24 
Jake Miller 9/26 
Jackson Qualls 9/29 
Sarah Dikeman 9/30 
Ron Fake 9/30 
  
  
  
  

  

Kaylee Earnest 9/1 
Donal McRoberts 9/4 
Mark Plunkett 9/6 

Luca Tacchi 9/6 

Pam Blacklock 9/7 
Lisa Merritt 9/7 
Garth Heitshusen 9/12 

Lindsey Craig 9/15 

Katie Fairchild 9/15 
Ruden Vakiari 9/15 
Kamden Walters 9/15 
  
  
  

  

  
David and Jennifer Fuller 9/1 
Gary and Laurie Mitchell 9/2 
Gabe Perez and Floyd Christopher 9/3 
Richard Machain and Margie Wedemeyer 9/14 
Edda Chirwa and Ludovic Massamba 9/15 
Stephen and Bunnie Lezon 9/22 
Savannah and Jordan Goodman 9/30 
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

Messy Church is returning! 

Thursday, September 4th 

5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
 

A different way to do Church. 

Crafts. Games.  

Celebration. Fellowship. 


