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From the desk of Pastor Mark...

I come from a very long line of Presbyterian pastors and missionaries, and I know some pretty
good stories about many of them. One of my favorites is my great-great Uncle William Junkin.

He and his wife, Aunt Nettie, and their two daughters, served as missionaries in China for
almost 50 years. They returned to the United States once a year to raise funds and to collect
donations of clean used clothes for the Chinese children.

Although Uncle Will and his family were doing the Lord’s work in China, they didn’t have it
easy. They lived among some of the poorest people in the world. They lived and worked in
China as the country transitioned from a fading empire with a child emperor, to a weak
corrupt republic, to a captive population conquered by Japan during World War II, and finally,
as refugees during the Chinese Civil War that ended with a Communist victory in 1949.

When Mao Zedeng and his Communists finally conquered China, Chiang Kai-shek and his
Nationalists fled to the island of Formosa and established the Republic of China. There, Uncle
Will and his family found themselves in 1949. Not too many years after this, Uncle Will and
Aunt Nettie returned to the United States for good.

But the years had been hard on Uncle Will’s health. To make things worse, there was no
pension for missionaries in those days; most either died in their assigned countries or
returned home and became parish pastors in the twilight of their lives. Unfortunately, Uncle
Will only lived a year or two after becoming the pastor of a small church in the United States.

One question begs to be asked: Do you think Uncle Will and Aunt Nettie were treated
fairly by the Lord they served so faithfully for most of their lives?

It is a tough question to answer! On the one hand, they had to struggle daily to bring the Good
News to the Chinese people — often with government officials trying to discourage them; on
the other hand, they loved the Chinese people and were loved by them in return. They worked
joyfully and peacefully bringing the Good News to the people every day they were in China.

And if you were to ask that question of Uncle Will, I think he would become very upset that the
question was even asked! They were joyful servants of the Lord God; what more could they ask
for? Personally, I hope to meet them in Paradise someday.

Amen!



The Mission of the Month for September is CarePartners.
This mission provides support, education, resources, and

[ 4 4 respite to family caregivers, and quality care to those
M‘AMIM individuals living with memory
——— loss, Alzheimer’s or Dementia
thﬁe Montﬁ and other challenges of aging.
The Gathering Place is a FREE arc
half-day activity program created to encourage socialization and a]'tncr&
engagement and where participants can enjoy a variety of activities,

including music, creative expression, physical activity, wellness
activities, and a delightful lunch.

CarePartners collaborates with over 60 faith groups and
community organizations and over 1,200 volunteers to host
monthly Gathering Place programs all over the Houston
area. Our Gathering Place program meets on the third
Monday of each

L month. Our faithful

| volunteer team works
together to provide a
joyful time for
everyone in attendance. If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer for this program, please reach out to Jacquie
Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman.

September Mission Updates & Opportunities

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4™ Saturday of each month we look for individuals to deliver meals
to shut-ins. We have 2 routes, so we usually need a total of 2 pairs of volunteers each month. Please
contact Lu Taylor or use the online signup if you are interested in volunteering to deliver meals for one
month.

Academy Trunk or Treat on October 17" — be sure to sign up to participate in this fun annual event in
the parking lot by sponsoring a decorated car and handing out treats. The event is from 5:30-6:30. Reach
out to Renee Henry if you are interested in participating.

Save-the-Date for our November Blood Drive — SBPC will have a Blood Drive on Sunday, November
16". Please contact Ashley Powell at ashleycrawford161@gmail.com if you would like to donate.

Seafarers Christmas Shoe Box Packing and Wrapping — this annual and fun event will take place in
the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour on November 30". Please bring any donations to the
church office collection bin by November 19". Let Laurie Mitchell know if you are interested in delivering
the boxes to the Seafarer's Center.
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Programs and Services

Caregiver Educational Conferences:

Workshops and conferences that provide caregivers with
education and community resources to help them take
better care of themselves and their loved ones.

Common Ground:

Support groups for family caregivers of older adults and
individuals with dementia offering emotional support,
resources, and tips about self-care.

Caregiver Consultation:

Ongoing one-on-one support, guidance, and action-planning
for family caregivers by a licensed master-level social worker.

Second Family:

In-home companionship and respite program led by
volunteers for homebound older adults and individuals living
with dementia. Availability limited to geographic areas.

The Gathering Place:

Half-day activity program for individuals with dementia
with multiple locations throughout Harris, Fort Bend, and
Montgomery Counties.

Dementia Day Center:

Licensed Adult Day Center for individuals with dementia

that provides a variety of unique activities and quality care
from specialized staff in a safe, secure, and well-planned
environment. Daily rates apply. Financial assistance available.

We are here to help!

713.682.5995
Info@CarePartnersTexas.org
CarePartnersTexas.org

About CarePartners

Founded in 1986, CarePartners
is a nationally recognized
nonprofit organization providing
high-quality care for older adults
and people with dementia,

as well as their caregivers.

CarePartners bridges the gap
between healthcare and

social services by offering
programs across Greater Houston
which support caregivers’
physical and mental health while
accommodating their loved ones’
needs, interests, and abilities.

Since the agency’s founding in
1986, CarePartners’ volunteers
have delivered more than

3 million hours of free care
representing $83.7 million.

3838 Aberdeen Way | Houston, TX 77025 | 713.682.5995 | CarePartnersTexas.org



JOIN US FOR
CONTEMPORARY
WORSHIP SERVICES

Upcoming Dates:

October 15t SPRING BRANCH

November 19t | ‘% | Presbyterian Church
December 10"

6:30 PM in the Gathering Place
1215 Campbell Rd
Houston, TX 77055
www.springbranchpres.org



https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E48579&id=19

Dear Church Family,

We’re excited to share some wonderful news with you!

Starting in October, we’re launching a new and exciting Contemporary Worship
Service, and you’re invited! This special gathering will take place once a month on a
Wednesday evening in The Gathering Place.

It’s the perfect midweek opportunity to pause, reset, and be refreshed in God’s
presence. Experience uplifting music and heartfelt messages in a welcoming

environment. This is a great opportunity to connect with others and deepen your faith.

Make sure to mark these dates down on your calendar, and make plans to join us!

October 15th November 19th December 10th January 14th
February 11th March 11th April 8th May 13th
June 10th July 8th August 12th September 9th

We hope that this different style of service may encourage people to attend who may
not be as engaged in traditional worship. The worship team, including the co-pastors,
is excited about implementing this service. It will not replace any worship service
currently offered, but instead will give an additional and unique opportunity for people
to praise and learn about God.

This service will feature:
v Live praise bands
v Uplifting and relevant messages
v A time for spiritual renewal and
connection

Make it a full evening! Come early and
enjoy Wednesday Night Supper with the
church community, then stay after for
Worship. We encourage you to bring your
friends and family — there’s something for everyone, and all are welcome.

We can’t wait to worship with you and see how God moves through this vibrant new
service. Let’s come together, grow in faith, and lift our voices in praise!

With joy and anticipation,
The Worship Team




&= The Great Banquet

First Thursdays - September 4th
Fellowship Hall Som

Crafts, Games, Pizza, and God

Idea Spring Presents

i Lok il ag 3=

Rana Barker, M.Ed., CCC-SLP

Topics include: the Rules of Love and Logic®, Parenting Styles,
and Two Ways to Neutralize Childhood Arguing.

SPEAKER
SERIES

Thursday, September 18" ik . Flease RSVPin the
- Academy or Church Offices,

5:00 PM I or scan the QR code.
1215 Campbell Road ; Childcare will be provided
through the SBP Academy.

Refreshments Provided

Facilitators of the Parenting the Love and Logic
Way™ curriculum are independent and are not

Questions? Contact Ethan Mitchell at
employees of the Love and Logic Institute.

ideaspring@springbranchpres.org.




Wednesday Night Supper

SEpc

Wednesday Night
Supper & Fellowsship
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Taking reservations has helped us to
reduce food waste in the kitchen and
improved our meal planning. We plan to
continue the reservation process, but will
also take walk-ins as long as we have extra
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the
reservation process, so, if you’d like to
attend, please email Kay at
kay@craig-heidt.com.

Sept. 3 — Hamburgers
Laurie Mitchell

Sept. 10 — Pulled Pork BBQ

Jeannie Stockton

Sept. 17 — Tacos
Laurie Mitchell

Sept. 24 — Menu TBD
Nina Rach

Prices for the supper are as follows:
Adults (age 13 & up) $5.00
Children (ages 1-12) $2.00
Family w/children ages 1-12 512.00

(immediate family only please)

We are now accepting credit card payments at Wednesday Night Supper!

| Children’s Sunday School Class meets 15t &
3" Sundays of the month at 9:30am in the
Children’s classroom in The Gathering Place.



mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com

sy Presbyterian Women this Month

PW at v Glance

PW MODERATORS on 9/3 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)
PW BOARD MEETING on 9/3 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room)
PW UNWIND will meet on 9/8 at 6:00 p.m. at The Union Kitchen (12538 Memorial Dr).
THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 9/9 at 7:00 p.m.

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 9/10 at 9:30 a.m.

Join us at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room for our first Circle Meeting of the year. If you
would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation. We will have a

salad luncheon in the Fellowship Hall afterwards. Please bring a salad to share.
Lesson 1 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity.
ZIP TRIP to Katy Heritage Museum on 9/17 at 9:30 a.m.
HAPPY HANDS will meet on 9/24 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in
Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office.

Bible Study Using Zoom: September 9th at 7:00 p.m.

Lesson 1 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, September 9th, at
7 p.m. All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through
videoconference! Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe @yahoo.com to
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.

Please join us for an Unwind Dinner at The Union Kitchen (12538 Memorial Dr) on
- Monday, September 8th, at 6:00 PM. We are moving
. from our customary 1st Monday due to the Labor Day
) Holiday. Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at
—_— — 713-305-1114 or jballesteros1103@gmail.com, only if
THE UnioN IKITCHEN : e y

you plan to attend. We hope you can join us!



https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:jballesteros1103@gmail.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
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The Presbyterian Women’s Welcoming Luncheon held on August
10th was a tremendous success! There were over 50 attendees. The
delicious meal was prepared by Kay Craig and Betty Magnuson, and
their kitchen crew of Sherry Williams, Silvia Argyriou, Jeannie
Stockton, Rebecca and Callie Alegria, Jan Fitts, and Laurie Mitchell.
It included various salads and sandwiches, fruit and yummy desserts
of posset, trifle, cakes, shortbread, and panna cotta. There were 18
baskets raffled off — including Taco Tuesday, a couple of spa baskets, a puzzle/game basket, a
birding basket, Playtime with lots of outdoor toys, a couple of wine baskets, pasta dinner, basket
of plants, a crocheted animal basket, and a coffee basket. Over $1000.00 was collected for the
mission/scholarship fund and more donations for college connection cards and care packages,
and for PCHAS birthday cards. Luna Lassiter led us all through the stages of life, with “who is
that baby?” pictures game, who is the oldest, who is the youngest, and many other questions to
get to know others in the congregation. Various members talked about how to be involved in the
church activities. Patti Nanney gave an overview of the Bible Study for the year. We were
entertained by Piper Dikeman and Kaylee Earnest on the piano, and Clara Dikeman with a
dance. Thank you to all who helped in so many ways — the Powell family, Alegrias, and Earnests
for set up and for take down and reset of the room. For those who managed the ticket sales —
Sarah and Elizabeth Powell, and Beth Mizwa. Rebecca Alegria was in charge of the basket and
raffle. Jan Fitts for managing the reservations. Theresa Dunlap for the table decorations. Riley
Fairchild ran the audio/visual equipment.

On Wednesday, September 17, 2025, please join the Presbyterian Women of
Spring Branch Presbyterian Church for our first ZIP of the year We will meet at the
Church at 9:30 AM and leave for Katy to visit the A
Johnny Nelson/Katy Heritage Museum and then
eat at the Southern Dough Bakery and Cafe,
followed by antique shopping at 3 nearby stores.
All women of the church are welcome and to
bring a friend! Please let Marguerite Priest know
if you plan to attend so no one is left behind.
Marguerite can be texted or emailed:
281-435-3941 or mepriest@hotmail.com.



mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com

NEW Adult Bible Study and Fellowship Gatherin
Immediately following Wednesday Night Supper on 9/10/2025

While the adults gather for a brief Bible study opportunity, kids are welcome to come play on the
playground by the Gathering Place. No preparation needed, just come and enjoy some fellowship, if only
for a few minutes. No child required - adults without children are welcome too!

Contact Sarah Powell for more details imrspowelltobe@yahoo.com)

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with
stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs,

! coloring pages, and crafts. Pastor Savannah

I has chosen the stories to coincide with the
Sermons. This program is during the Worship
Service for ages 3-6 years old. Children leave
| the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment
and are returned to their parents during the
last hymn.

[ Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program. Please call
Pastor Savannah in the church office.



Join us for events this Fall
s B P c v 0 u T H and invite your friends!
Don’t forget about Sunday
School at 9:30 am on the 1*
EVE“TS scHEn“lE and 3™ Sundays of each
month!

Escape Room
sun Late Afternoon in Spring Branch
RSVP to Savannah by Sept 6 so that we
SBN 21 can select the game. Open to youth
and youth teachers.

Playing with Dogs
SIIII 2-4pm
0 ‘ 19 T.C. Jester Dog Park
c Bring your sweet dog if you have one.
s Dairy Queen and Veteran Flags
“n After church
“ov 9 Meet at church or join us at the DQ@
6707 Westview
sun Caroling and Gingerbread Houses

Time TBD

nBG M Meet at Church

Got questions? Contact Savannah at

savannah@springbranchpres.org. Updated 8/27/2025




Spring Branch
Presbyterian Academy

SEPTEMBER SPRING BRANCH PRESBYTERIAN ACADEMY

Scholastic
Book Fair

Week!
September 15th

Come by the Academy and help support our

library and classrooms with wonderful books
to purchase. They make great Christmas gifts
. and Birthday gifts. Purchase them for your

child or their classroom. Books help improve

o0 children's reading skills and imagination! Also,

fun learning novelty items will be on sale.

The Academy' s first // Hope to see you there!
day rolled in ‘

smoothly...

The children were promoted to their new '
classrooms. Some were very excited, others a
\\\

bit apprehensive. At the end of the day they

were all in good spirits and right at home. _ TE UN K D E

| TREAT!
Faiday. Det. 17
/ $:230-6:30 PV

\ MUST REGISTER TO PARTICIAPATE.
\ MORE INFO WILL BE POSTED.



Please join family, friends, and congregation members
on Sunday, September 14th, right after our 10:50 AM
worship service as we celebrate those in our church
community born in August. Linger for conversation,
fellowship, and light snacks.

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, September 15th,
at 10:00 AM! The theme for this month is Tailgate Party!
Please see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you are

interested in helping out.

The Gathering Place Program will be
holding a planning meeting on Monday,
September 29th, at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room. If you are a current
volunteer, or if you’d like to volunteer, this
meeting might be of interest to you.
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BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS,
‘FORTHEY WILL BE CALLED
- THE CHILDREN OF GOD.

AT

+*

2

The Peace & Global Witnhess Offering helps people process violence and
crisis-related trauma through creative expression. The Peace & Global Witness
Offering offers light to those in the shadows and guides us all into the ways of
peace. By giving to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we work to share
Christ’s peace with one another, beyond our doors, beyond our community and
across boundaries.

Ways to Give:
« Through your congregation (World Communion Sunday, October 5th)
« Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/peace-global
« Text PCUSAPEACE to 41444

“"May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.”
-2 Thessalonians 3:16




TRUNK 2 TREAT

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17th
5 : 30 . 6 ’ 30

OBPA event)!

Peane neginten, by @lling oull and, nelinuing this forum by Gcloben, Ind,

EAMILY NAME PLEASE PRINT
NUMBER ATTENDING
EMAIL
PHONE

OUR FAMILY WILL PROVIDE A TRUNK OR TREAT VEHICLE

1. Non-scary, family-friendly decor and costumes, please.
2. Please arrive to decorated vehicle by 4:45 PM.

3. An adult must remain with the vehicle at all times.

4. Vehicles must remain on site until 6:30 PM.

5. You will need to provide all treats for you to hand out.
6. CarType: Car SUV TRUCK OTHER

Email, quealions To- . academy@spiingbranchpies oy



BEAUTIFY THE CHURCH

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings
while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?
The 2025 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If
b~ you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to

/ sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by
using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/
g0/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025, or email
jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org. The cost per arrangement
is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY! Checks
should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed
in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4th
Saturday of each month we look for individuals
to deliver meals to shut-ins. We have 2 routes,
so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each
month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are

. . interested in volunteering to deliver meals one
month. Or go to this LINK to sign-up online!

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Would you like to receive our weekly sign up for our

announcements via email every Friday? M ailin g Ll st
Sign-up by visiting our Church website,

www.springbranchpres.org.

Church’s Prayer Chain List?

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer.
If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a
prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be
for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
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JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Q\g\,ober [ 'S,

N o

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
12:00 PM - 4:00PM

BRATS, BAKED POTATOES AND MORE! BEER
AND WINE TENT

FUNDS FROM THIS EVENT WILL BENEFIT RAISEUP
FAMILIES (HTTPS://RAISEUPFAMILIES.ORG) AND THE
HUB-HOUSTON (HTTPS://THEHUBHOUSTON.ORG)

VENDORS WELCOME!
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO GET A VENDOR
APPLICATION, GO TO OUR WEBSITE AT:
WWW.JOHNKNOXHOUSTON.ORG

2525 GESSNER RD




HURRICANE
PREPAREDNESS

The International District would like to remind everyone that Hurricane Season is upon us. We
all need to be smart and plan ahead for all kinds of disasters: natural, man-made, technological
and terrorist related. In Southeast Texas, however, the most likely disaster scenario is a Hurmicane.

BEFORE THE HURRIGANE

LN 2 3N O ]

¥

Monitor local TV or AM 740 KTRH
Check supplies; especially water
Fuel Vehicles & Generators

Cover Windows with Plywood

Bring in all objects that could
become missiles

Take pictures of property & contents
for insurance purposes

STOCK EMERGENCY SUPPLIES

DON'T FORGET THE PETS!

Pet disaster kits should include:
medications, first aid kits, sturdy leazhes
and collars, carriers to transport pets
safely, current photos with owner or family
members, food, potable water, litter/pan,
muzzle, can opener, and 1oys.

_/

GALLONS

OF WATER,
PER PERSON,
PER DAY.

For more information,

hcoem.org

== at least 72 hours worth ==

First Aid Kit

MOAA Radio & Batteries

Flashlight & Batteries

Extra Eye Glasses

Bottled Water & Mon-perishable Food
Clothing & Bedding

Toilet Paper & Personal Hygiene ltems
Medications & Prescription copies
Cash & Credit Cards

Photo ID & Important Documents

Baby & Elderly Mecessities

LI 20 BN BN BN BE O O BN BN

_/

Make a check list of necessarny pre-hurricane
preparations and review with your family.
Feview it again when there is a storm in the
Gulf. Digcuss evacuation plans with yvour family.

Check Radio 740 and local television media for
updates on zones being evacuated.

Make sure your home insurance policy is
current and remember that standard policies
may not cover flood! wind damage.

A

visit the Harriz County Office of Emergency Management website at: m KAN J

www.SBMD.org




Kaylee Earnest 9/1 Chad Carpenter 9/16

Donal McRoberts 9/4 Del Kennedy 9/16
Mark Plunkett 9/6 Dylan Mancilla 9/17
Luca Tacchi 9/6 Steve Blair 9/19
Pam Blacklock 9/7 Warren Ballesteros 9/20
Lisa Merritt 9/7 Ashley Powell 9/20
Garth Heitshusen 9/12 Shannon Hassett 9/24
Lindsey Craig 9/15 Jake Miller 9/26
Katie Fairchild 9/15 Jackson Qualls 9/29
Ruden Vakiari 9/15 Sarah Dikeman 9/30
Kamden Walters 9/15 Ron Fake 9/30
HW Arsiverssng!

* .. David and Jennifer Fuller 9/1

" Gary and Laurie Mitchell 9/2

Gabe Perez and Floyd Christopher 9/3

Richard Machain and Margie Wedemeyer 9/14
Edda Chirwa and Ludovic Massamba 9/15
Stephen and Bunnie Lezon 9/22
Savannah and Jordan Goodman 9/30
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o Sponsored By:

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church

%
[
~ 1215 Campbell Road
6 b Q Houston, Texas 77055
(713) 464-7659

www.springbranchpres.org

«The Great Banquet”

Messy Church is returning!
Thursday, September 4th
5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall

A different way to do Church.
Crafts. Games.
Celebration. Fellowship.



