
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark… 
 
Whenever we think of November, we turn our thoughts to football, baseball’s World 
Series, falling leaves, cooler temperatures, and of course – Thanksgiving! 
 
Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays. I always love gathering family and friends at 
a big table full of delicious food, and enjoying our time together. 
 
Even as a kid who truly loved the great food of Thanksgiving, I never forgot why we 
celebrated that holiday. Most Americans were taught the Thanksgiving story of the 
Pilgrims and the Indians from the early days of colonial America. But the official holiday 
of Thanksgiving was actually started by President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. 
Lincoln declared there would be a “National Day of Thanksgiving” for all Americans. Even 
Confederate soldiers held their fire that day as the Union soldiers feasted on turkey, pies, 
baked potatoes, and all the rest of the foods available. It was truly an amazing day in 
history. 
 
Today we have much to be thankful for. Some things are obvious: family, freedom, 
friends, our church, etc.  But I like to think a little harder and come up with odd things to 
be thankful for –  
 
Things like: 

• Losing a job 
• A chronic illness that won’t go away easily 
• Strife in the family 

 
Like I said… odd things. But why would you give thanks for these things? 

• Because if you’ve ever lost a job, it makes you appreciate the one you have now. 
• If you’ve never been sick for a long time, then you don’t really appreciate the 

blessing of feeling good for even one day. 
• And if your family gets along just great, then you might not even notice how lucky 

your family is to enjoy each other’s company so much. 
 

It is a great thing to be thankful to the Lord. Remember to notice all the blessings you 
have received and be thankful for them. 
 
Have a happy and blessed Thanksgiving Day! 
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Stress ball NESCAFE instant coffee Deodorant 

Toothbrush, Toothpaste Hot chocolate/drink mix-ins Multivitamins 

Fish Oil Razors Shaving Cream 

Hairbrush Comb Mini first aid kit 

Insulated tumbler Fabric bandaids Lip balm 

Nail grooming kit Q Tips White athletic socks 

Small Bibles RSV, NIV Baseball cap T-Shirts (M, L, XL) 

Small whistle Light weight work gloves (M, L, XL) Small notebooks 

Cold weather caps Pens/mechanical pencils Puzzle books 

3-in-1 Shampoo/Conditioner/Body 
wash 

Wireless Earbuds Small flashlight with batteries 

Popcorn/snacks Gum Hard candy 

Sewing kit 2026 calendar USB flash drive 

Christmas ornaments Playing cards Texas Magnets 

Mouthwash Cough drops Mini games 

Gold Bond powder/lotion Dental floss Texas souvenirs and  

keychains 

It’s time to prepare to pack Seafarer’s Boxes on November 30th! 

On Sunday, November 30th, we will be packing and wrapping shoe 
boxes at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall, full of goodies to send to the 
Seafarers’ Center at the Port of Houston.  We need lots of boxes, so 
get out there and go shoe shopping! Our goal is to collect over 125 
boxes to pack.  Ladies’ sized boxes are the best, but we can also accept 
the plastic shoe boxes with lids that you can buy at the dollar store, at 
Walmart, or other stores.  
 
If your family enjoys selecting, packing and wrapping, consider filling a 
box (or several) on your own. This has been quite successful, so we 
will continue to offer this option. Please bring any fully wrapped boxes to the church by 
Wednesday, November 19th. Laurie would like to guarantee 125+ boxes total, so it would be 
helpful to know how many we will be packing and wrapping together on the 30th.  

 
Please consider signing up to bring some of 
the items we need to make the seafarers have 
a blessed Christmas. Here is the LINK to the 
Signup Genius. Signups that request fewer 
than 125 items just means that some of them 
have already been collected.  
 
If you would like to help deliver, please let 
Laurie know.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-59273662-2025#/


 

 

https://tinyurl.com/MAM-Back-to-School  

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E48579&id=19


 

 



 

 

 

Don’t forget to fall back! 

Daylight savings time ends on Sunday, 

November 2nd. Don’t forget to set your 

clocks back one hour on Saturday Night.  

November Birthday Celebration! 
 

Please join family, friends, and congregation members 
on Sunday, November 9th, right after our 10:50 worship 
service as we celebrate those in our church community 
born in November. Our Birthday Celebration this month 
will take place in the Fellowship Hall as part of our 
Dedication Sunday Luncheon.  

Stewardship Season is upon us at SBPC. We will be talking about 
Stewardship and our contributions to SBPC for 6 weeks leading up to 
Dedication Sunday on November 9th, at which time we will celebrate 

with a church-wide lunch after the worship service. There will be 
Cane’s chicken tenders provided, and we ask that those who wish to 

join contribute a side dish or a dessert to share.  Reservations are 
kindly requested. Please signup in the Narthex or Church Office, or 

watch for an RSVP email. 

Please don’t forget to turn in your 

Pledge Card for 2026.You can 

find one in the Narthex, Church 

Office, or Parlor. 

 
Pledge Card 

Time & Talent Pledge 
Children’s Time & Talent 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Pledge-Card.pdf
https://forms.gle/cnZRTkEuDfudozDeA
http://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Childrens-Time-Talent.pdf


 

 
 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 
 

 

Nov. 5  — Ham and  
Scalloped Potatoes 

Jan Fitts 

 

Nov. 12 — Hamburgers 
Laurie Mitchell 

 

Nov. 19 — Chicken Fried Steak 
Kay Craig & Betty Magnuson 

 

Nov. 26 — No Supper 
Thanksgiving Break 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Taking reservations has helped us to 
reduce food waste in the kitchen and 

improved our meal planning. We plan to 
continue the reservation process, but will 

also take walk-ins as long as we have extra 
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the 

reservation process, so, if you’d like to 
attend, please email Kay at  

kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 
We are now accepting credit card 

payments at Wednesday Night 

Supper! 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

Streaming Live on Facebook & YouTube! 
@springbranchpres 



 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW UNWIND will meet on 11/3 at 6:00 p.m. at Urban American Kitchen. 

PW MODERATORS on 11/5 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 11/5 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 11/4 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 11/12 at 9:30 a.m.  

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

Lesson 3 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity. 

ZIP TRIPs and HAPPY HANDS will not meet in November. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 

Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.  

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Unwind Group will meet for dinner on Monday, November 3rd, at 6:00 PM at 

Urban American Kitchen (14800 Memorial Dr).  

Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at 713-305-1114 or jballesteros1103@gmail.com, 

only if you would like to attend. We hope to see you there! 

Bible Study Using Zoom: November 4th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lesson 3 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be 
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, November 4th, at  
7 p.m.  All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 
videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to 
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

        Presbyterian Women this Month  

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:jballesteros1103@gmail.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

It’s time for a new SBPC Photo Directory! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
We are excited to begin work on a new pictorial directory for the church. This 
directly will be produced in-house rather than using an outside company.  
 
There will be several opportunities this month to have your picture taken by a 
member of the church in the Parlor: Sunday, November 9th; Wednesday, 
November 12th at Wednesday Night Supper; and Sunday, November 30th. If 
you would like to keep the picture from the 2019 directory, you may do so. 
You may also submit a picture of you and/or your family rather than having 
your picture taken at the church.  
 
Please submit any corrections, changes, additions to names, addresses, phone 
numbers, and emails, etc. to ethan@springbranchpres.org. Please see Sarah 
Dikeman or Ethan Mitchell if you have any questions.  
 
Plan to be present at one of the picture dates above — OR, make a 
arrangements to submit a photograph. The directory will not be complete 
without you! 

An Acolyte Training for the 

Advent and Christmas 

holiday services will be held on 

Sunday, November 9th, in the 

Sanctuary. This class is for all 

children and youth, even those 

who have previously had training. 

Please meet Marguerite Priest in 

the Narthex at 9:45 AM.  

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with 

stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs, 

coloring pages, and crafts.  Pastor Savannah 

has chosen the stories to coincide with the 

Sermons.  This program is during the Worship 

Service for ages 3-6 years old.  Children leave 

the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment 

and are returned to their parents during the 

last hymn.   

 

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program.  Please call 

Pastor Savannah in the church office. 

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, November 17th, 

at 10:00 AM! The theme for this month is Thanksgiving! 

Please see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you are 

interested in helping out. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells have 

made a return! If you are interested in participating, 

please email musicdirector@springbranchpres.org. 

The Choir has also resumed meeting and we are 

looking for some new members to join us! If you are 

interested in participating, please email 

musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.  

 
Everyone is invited to help prepare the Sanctuary for 

the Advent Season immediately after Worship on 
Sunday, November 23rd. The Fellowship Hall will be 

decorated at a Wednesday Night Supper. We are hoping 
to have many hands helping this year, so please come 
join us! A pizza lunch will be provided when we finish. 

Please see Donald McDaniel if you have any questions, 
or if you can attend.  

mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org
mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org


 

 



 

 



 

 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church is turning 73 this month! 
 

 Spring Branch Presbyterian Church held the first worship service on March 23, 1952, 
at the Dad’s Club on Voss Road. 

 The Charter Roll closed September 14, 1952 with 72 members. 
 The Pastor Nominating Committee presented the name of Rev. Lamar Hicks on 

November 3, 1952 as the first pastor of SBPC. 
 The church purchased 3.8 acres of land, including easements, in Campbell Place for 

$7,000 in November 1952. 
 The Session authorized the sponsorship of Boy Scout Troop 478 with 9 charter 

members and the construction of the Boy Scout building on November 10, 1952. 

Sage Nicole Fake was born on Sunday, November 26th, weighing  
6 lbs 11 oz. Proud parents are Noah Fake and Halie Smith!  

Proud Grandmother is Lisa Merritt! 



 

 

For Pastor Appreciation Month, the Academy decided to present Pastor Mark and Pastor 
Savannah with shirts and posters. Believe it or not, every child either used their hands or 

fingerprints for the project, letting them know how much they love Chapel time!  

Just a quick housekeeping note from your friendly 
Business Administrator! When turning in 
reimbursement paperwork, please try to submit 
original receipts whenever possible. Originals 
make the bookkeeping process smoother, clearer, 
and much easier to track when we’re reconciling 
expenses later on. If a copy is all you have, that’s 
completely fine — we’re still grateful. 
 
Also, a friendly reminder to keep a copy of the 
church’s tax-exempt form in your car. That way, 
whenever you’re making a purchase for church 
use, you can provide it at checkout and help us 
save those extra tax dollars — every bit truly 
helps! 
 
Thank you for your attention to the little details 
that keep our finances organized and our ministry 
running strong. You make the behind-the-scenes 
work a joy! 
 
Blessings, 
Jorida 

Little Free Library 
 

You may have noticed the cute little  
school-house along the walkway to the main 
office.  This was built by one of our own Boy 
Scouts, Austin Young, as part of his Eagle Scout 
Project.   
 
Little Free Libraries operate on an honor system, 
where anyone can take a book or share one, 
with no obligation to return the exact book. The 
primary goal is for users to contribute books to 
keep the library stocked, ideally by leaving a 
book when they take one, though it's not a 
requirement. Key guidelines include treating 
books with care, and not including illegal or 
explicit adult content. 
 
So, perhaps you have some children’s or young 
adult books you are no longer using and could 
bring to help keep our library stocked. 



 

 

November 2025 Fair Haven Food Pantry Update 
 
The Food Pantry historically serves over 2,800 families each month, and that number is 
growing right now due to the ongoing nutritional crisis. Many in our community are 
facing food insecurity and may not know where their next meal will come from. You can 
help stand in the gap and make a tangible difference. 
 

• Bring non-perishable food items directly to the pantry. 
• Donate funds so we can purchase groceries for local families. 
• Volunteer at the pantry. 

 
 
A gift of $1000 provides 4,000 peanut butter sandwiches. Gifts are appreciated in any 
amount. Know your generosity truly changes lives. 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2025 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 

Poinsettias! 
We will have poinsettias for purchase again this year! You can place your 

order in the Church Office, online at this form, or by emailing 

ethan@springbranchpres.org, today through Sunday, December 21st!  They 

are a beautiful way to bring color and brightness to the Church throughout the 

Advent Season! What a lovely way to honor your loved ones, or to have a 

beautiful remembrance of those who are no longer with us. Don’t forget to bring your poinsettia home 

after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please remember to indicate who you are honoring,  

and/or remembering, with your payment of $10.00 to SBPC.  You can mail your payment to the 

Church Office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy for 

you and your family this coming Advent Season. 

 

REIMBURSEMENTS DEADLINE  

APPROACHING... 

Please turn in your personal         

reimbursements no later than December 15th.   

Contact Jorida at jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org 

 

Dust off Your Halos – It’s Time for Our Annual  

Angel Tree Christmas Program 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Angel Tree Prison Ministries is a program to support the children of incarcerated 
parents during the holiday season.  Spring Branch Presbyterian will receive the 
names of about 20 children in November, and our church works to find out their 
needs from the custodial parent.  Then, on December 3rd and 7th, you will have 
opportunities to select a child or children to purchase a gift for.  The gift should be in 

the $20 range. It should be wrapped and returned to the office with the sticker 
attached to the wrap.  The deadline for returning the gifts is Sunday, December 14th. 
 
In addition to the gifts, each family receives a basket of food.  Please pick up some kid 
friendly non-perishable food from the store over the next month and we will begin to 
set it aside for our Angel Tree families.  Please direct gift questions to Laurie Mitchell 

and food questions to Linda Crawford. 

https://forms.gle/HnoHb4DgibZ6Na4k9
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Contact Ethan Mitchell at ethan@springbranchpres.org if you have any questions. 
If there is an item on the Lands’ End Business website that you like, but is not available  

on the SBPC storefront, please contact Ethan Mitchell and the item will be added. 

Go to: business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres 

Select products up 
to 25% off thru 

Nov. 7th!  
Use Promo Code 

CP25OG 

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://business.landsend.com/
http://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres


 

 



 

 

Jacqueline Nix 11/11 
Carrie Whittlesey 11/12 
Jayden Earnest 11/15 
Kate Cross 11/16 
Matthew Hogg 11/19 
Kolson Walters 11/20 
Jeff Hogg 11/21 
Melissa Rendon 11/21 
Luke Balli 11/23 
McCaslin Ballesteros 11/25 
Rhonda Hill 11/30 
  
  
  
  

  

Cyndi Ballesteros 11/1 
Renee Henry 11/2 
Marguerite Priest 11/2 

Jacquie Ballesteros 11/3 

Sarah Powell 11/4 
Meg Sides 11/6 
Deona Vakiari 11/7 

Joel Alegria 11/10 

Chloe Carpenter 11/10 
Elizabeth Powell 11/10 
Nina Rach 11/10 
Jennifer Miller 11/11 
  
  

  

  

Victoria and Joseph Kissinger 11/3 
Fonda and Steve Blair 11/4 
Megan and Jeff Hogg 11/4 
Stephen and Liz Earnest 11/6 
Delia and C. Richard Nix 11/16 
Rocco and Lin Sabala 11/27 
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
his love endures forever." 

-1 Chronicles 16:34  


