
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Savannah Goodman… 
 
Dear Spring Branch Presbyterian, 

Each fall, many congregations in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) celebrate 
Children’s Sabbath — a special Sunday dedicated to lifting up children (2 years 
old - 5th grade) in worship and recognizing their voices, gifts, and needs within 
our faith community.  This year, we will be celebrating Children’s Sabbath on 
Sunday, October 19th.  But what exactly is Children’s Sabbath, and how do we 
observe it? 

Children’s Sabbath is a joyful opportunity to let children take the lead in 
worship and remind us all that they are a sacred and integral part of the church 
right now.  One of the most meaningful aspects of Children’s Sabbath is the way 
children are invited to lead worship in age-appropriate and spirit-filled ways.  
Children are invited to be ushers, acolytes, and/or liturgists/worship leaders.  
They are also invited to give a short reflection in response to the scripture 
reading. 

At its heart, Children’s Sabbath is a time to listen to children — not just with 
our ears, but with our hearts.  It’s a moment to affirm that children are beloved 
by God, and to renew our commitment as a congregation to support and uplift 
them in every way we can.  Children have so much to share with us, and they 
bring a unique perspective to a worship experience.   

So, let’s celebrate Children’s Sabbath not just as a special Sunday, but as a 
reminder of the sacred role children play in our life together as the body of Christ. 

After all, we are the church together.  We build each other up and we 
support each other.  We teach each other and we learn from each other.  We love 
each other and meet each other where we are.  We are all faithful, loving disciples 
who have something to share.  So, let’s see what each of the children have to 
share with us that day. 

 
I hope y’all will all attend.  See you there! 

 
In gratitude and anticipation, 
Pastor Savannah 
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https://tinyurl.com/MAM-Back-to-School  

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E48579&id=19


 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
We’re excited to share some wonderful news with you! 
 
Starting in October, we’re launching a new and exciting Contemporary Worship Service, 
and you’re invited! This special gathering will take place once a month on a Wednesday 
evening in The Gathering Place. 
 
It’s the perfect midweek opportunity to pause, reset, and be refreshed in God’s presence. 
Experience uplifting music and heartfelt messages in a welcoming environment. This is a 
great opportunity to connect with others and deepen your faith.  
 
Make sure to mark these dates down on your calendar, and make plans to join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope that this different style of service may encourage people to attend who may not 
be as engaged in traditional worship.  The worship team, including the co-pastors, is 
excited about implementing this service.  It will not replace any worship service currently 
offered, but instead will give an additional and unique opportunity for people to praise 
and learn about God. 
 
This service will feature: 

 Live praise bands 
 Uplifting and relevant messages 
 A time for spiritual renewal and connection 
 Interactive worship activities 
 Communion 

 
Make it a full evening! Come early and 
enjoy Wednesday Night Supper with the church 
community, then stay after for Worship. Childcare 
will be provided! We encourage you to bring your 
friends and family — there’s something for 
everyone, and all are welcome. 
 
We can’t wait to worship with you and see how God moves through this vibrant new 
service. Let’s come together, grow in faith, and lift our voices in praise! 
 
With joy and anticipation, 
The Worship Team 

October 15th  November 19th December 10th January 14th 

February 11th  March 11th  April 8th  May 13th  

June 10th July 8th August 12th September 9th  



 

 



 

 
 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 
 
 

Oct. 1  — Chicken Tenders 
Jan Fitts 

 

Oct. 8 — Chicken Pot Pies 
Jennifer Miller 

 

Oct. 15 — Beef & Noodles 
Silvia Argyriou 

 

Oct. 22 — Pork Tenderloin 
Jim Kunkel & Lu Taylor 

 

Oct. 29 — Menu TBD 
Presbyterian Women 

All proceeds benefit the Mission/Scholarship Fund  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Taking reservations has helped us to 
reduce food waste in the kitchen and 

improved our meal planning. We plan to 
continue the reservation process, but will 

also take walk-ins as long as we have extra 
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the 

reservation process, so, if you’d like to 
attend, please email Kay at  

kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 
We are now accepting credit card 

payments at Wednesday Night 

Supper! 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW MODERATORS on 10/1 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 10/1 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW UNWIND will meet on 10/6 at 6:00 p.m. at P.F. Chang’s (11685 Westheimer). 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 10/7 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 10/8 at 9:30 a.m.  

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

Lesson 2 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 10/22 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 

Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.  

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office. 

     Presbyterian Women this Month 

Please join us on Monday, October 6th, at 6:00 

PM for Unwind at P.F. Chang’s (11685 

Westheimer in Westchase). As usual, please 

RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros (713-305-1114), 

only if you plan to attend.  

Bible Study Using Zoom: October 7th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lesson 2 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be 
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, October 7th, at  
7 p.m.  All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 
videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to 
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, October 22nd,  
at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. Join us for stuffing, 
stitching, other hand work, and/or great conversation.  

We hope to see you there! 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering helps people process violence and  
crisis-related trauma through creative expression. The Peace & Global 
Witness Offering offers light to those in the shadows and guides us all 
into the ways of peace. By giving to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, 
we work to share Christ’s peace with one another, beyond our doors, 
beyond our community and across boundaries.  
 
Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation (World Communion Sunday, October 5th) 
• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/peace-global 
• Text PCUSAPEACE to 41444 

 
“May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.” 

-2 Thessalonians 3:16 

Stewardship Season is upon us at SBPC. We will be talking about 
Stewardship and our contributions to SBPC for 6 weeks leading 

up to Dedication Sunday on November 9th, at which time we will 
celebrate with a church-wide lunch after worship service. There 
will be Cane’s chicken tenders provided and we ask that those 
who wish to join contribute a side dish or a dessert to share.   



 

 

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with 

stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs, 

coloring pages, and crafts.  Pastor Savannah 

has chosen the stories to coincide with the 

Sermons.  This program is during the Worship 

Service for ages 3-6 years old.  Children leave 

the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment 

and are returned to their parents during the 

last hymn.   

 

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program.  Please call 

Pastor Savannah in the church office. 

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, October 20th, at 

10:00 AM! The theme for this month is Halloween! Please 

see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you are 

interested in helping out. 

Linger after worship on Sunday, October 12th, to 

celebrate those in our Congregation who have 

birthdays in October. This is an opportunity to 

partake of light refreshments, as well as visit and 

enjoy each other’s company. See you then! 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells are 

making a return! If you are interested in participating, 

please email musicdirector@springbranchpres.org. 

The Choir has also resumed meeting and we are 

looking for some new members to join us! If you are 

interested in participating, please email 

musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.  

mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org
mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Spring Branch 

Presbyterian 
 

Sunday, 

November 16 

8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
1215 Campbell Rd 

 
To schedule an appointment, 

contact Ashley Powell 

(972) 571-2499 

ashleycrawford161@gmail.com  

Sponsor Code: 0324 



 

 



 

 

Stress ball NESCAFE instant coffee Deodorant 

Toothbrush, Toothpaste Hot chocolate/drink mix-ins Multivitamins 

Fish Oil Razors Shaving Cream 

Hairbrush Comb Mini first aid kit 

Insulated tumbler Fabric bandaids Lip balm 

Nail grooming kit Q Tips White athletic socks 

Small Bibles RSV, NIV Baseball cap T-Shirts (M, L, XL) 

Small whistle Light weight work gloves (M, L, XL) Small notebooks 

Cold weather caps Pens/mechanical pencils Puzzle books 

3-in-1 Shampoo/Conditioner/Body 
wash 

Wireless Earbuds Small flashlight with batteries 

Popcorn/snacks Gum Hard candy 

Sewing kit 2026 calendar USB flash drive 

Christmas ornaments Playing cards Texas Magnets 

Mouthwash Cough drops Mini games 

Gold Bond powder/lotion Dental floss Texas souvenirs and  

keychains 

It’s time to prepare to pack Seafarer’s Boxes on November 30th! 

On Sunday, November 30th, we will be packing and wrapping 
shoe boxes at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall, full of goodies to 
send to the Seafarers’ Center at the Port of Houston.  We need 
lots of boxes, so get out there and go shoe shopping! Our goal is 
to collect over 150 boxes to pack.  Ladies’ sized boxes are the best, 
but we can also accept the plastic shoe boxes with lids that you 
can buy at the dollar store, at Walmart, or other stores.  
 
If your family enjoys selecting, packing and wrapping, consider 
filling a box (or several) on your own. This has been quite  
successful, so we will continue to offer this option. Please bring any fully wrapped boxes to 
the church by Wednesday, November 19th. Laurie would like to guarantee 150+ boxes 
total, so it would be helpful to know how many we will be packing and wrapping together 
on the 30th.  

Below is the list of requested items from 
the Seafarers’ Center. The Seafarers prefer 
full sized items over small travel sized items. 
We are also in need of wrapping paper.  
 
If you would like to help deliver, please let 
Laurie know.  



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2025 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-54170716-2025
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Robert Deutsch 10/13 
Neal Dikeman 10/13 
Rachel Wright 10/13 
Renae Oswald 10/14 
Margie Wedemeyer 10/15 
Caroline Humphrey 10/19 
Megan Hogg 10/21 
Lana Ruiz 10/24 
Blair Ballard 10/25 
Zach Farley 10/29 
Jorida Vakiari 10/29 
Regan Walters 10/29 
James Humphrey, Sr. 10/31 
  
  

  

Atkinson Ballesteros 10/1 
Nolan Rouse 10/1 
Stephanie Williams 10/1 

Jordan Goodman 10/2 

Jacqulyn Dillard 10/3 
Joan Belk 10/4 
Nick Ballesteros 10/5 

Catherine Daley 10/6 

Jan Fitts 10/6 
Ravisse Massamba 10/6 
Todd Miller 10/9 
Amena Chehade 10/12 
Ludovic Massamba 10/12 
  

  

  

Jorida and Ruden Vakiari 10/1 
Nina Rach and Marc Bik 10/2 
Jay and Kim Tangney 10/9 
Regan and Nick Walters 10/10 
Emily and Adam Turner 10/14 
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

Sunday, October 5th, at 10:50 AM 
Peace and Global Witness Offering 


