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From the desk of Pastor Savannah Goodman...

Dear Spring Branch Presbyterian,

As we journey through the season of Advent, our hearts turn once again
toward the mystery and promise of Christ’s coming. This year, our Advent theme
is “Christ in Action.” This is a reminder that the birth we await is not simply an
event to remember and celebrate, but a living reality that continues to shape and
transform our world today.

Advent is a season of waiting. It is a time of active hope — hope that
prepares, watches, and works. The Christ we welcome is not distant or dormant.
Christ is already at work in our lives, in our community, and in our world. The
challenge for us is to see where Christ is moving and join in.

Throughout Scripture, we see Christ in action: healing the sick, welcoming
the outcast, challenging injustice, feeding the hungry, and proclaiming good news
to everyone. As followers of Jesus, we are called not only to celebrate his coming,
but also to embody his presence and his love. This is what it means to be the
Church: a people sent out into the world to be the hands and feet of Christ.

Embodying this “Christ in Action” mentality means stepping into the
everyday places where love, justice, and compassion are most needed. It looks like
checking in on a lonely neighbor, offering forgiveness when it’s hard, and choosing
kindness. It means using our time, resources, and voices to reflect Christ’s
presence in real and tangible ways. Whether we’re advocating for the vulnerable,
volunteering at a food pantry, or simply being a steady source of encouragement,
we become living signs of the hope Christ brings. In this way, Advent becomes
more than a season — it becomes a movement we join.

So, this Advent, I invite you to reflect on how Christ is moving in your life.
Where do you see signs of hope, healing, or reconciliation? And, how might you
be called to act as a witness to Christ’s
presence?

In hope and anticipation,
Pastor Savannah




Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
Celebrate Advent and Christmas with Us!

“Christ in Action”

Sunday, November 30, 10:50 am
15¢ Sunday of Advent Worship
i “Christ in Action.: Two Disciples Discuss Jesus’ End Time Message”

Thursday, December 4, 5:00 pm
wapg “A Stable for a Savior” Messy Church

Come for games, crafts, music, and activities.

Sunday, December 7, 10:50 am
2" Sunday of Advent Worship
“Won't You Be My Love?”
Choir Cantata

Wednesday, December 10, 5:30 pm
Academy Christmas Pageant in the Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 10, 6:30 pm

Contemporary Worship Service in the Gathering Place
“Christ in Action: The Gifts We Give”

Sunday, December 14, 10:50 am
3" Sunday of Advent Worship
“Christ in Action: The Baptist Sends Messengers”

Sunday, December 14, 3:00 pm
Youth Christmas Party in the Gathering Place

Wednesday, December 17, 6:00 pm
Advent Party in the Fellowship Hall
Come for food, fellowship, music, and crafts!

Sunday, December 21, 10:50 am
4" Sunday of Advent Worship
“Christ in Action: When Love Stays”

Wednesday, December 24, 6:00 pm
Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service
Cookies & Hot Chocolate in the Breezeway at 5:30 pm
“Christ in Action: Two Disciples Tell the Same Story”



Because December is such a wonderful time of giving, we have
two “Missions of the Month” for December — The Angel Tree

P P Program and the Presbyterian Children Homes and Services
MMAW (PCHAS) Ornament Tree.
At any given moment, about 2.7 million
children in the U.S. have a mom or dad in

prison. Angel Tree®, a program of Prison
Fellowship, has been partnering with

of the Month

churches for almost fifty years. Prison chaplains help facilitate this program to allow ANGEL TREE"

incarcerated parents to have a vital connection with their children. The Christmas A Program of Prison Fellowship®
Angel Tree program gives us an opportunity to share God's love by helping to meet the physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs of the families of prisoners at Christmas time.

Every year, our church receives the names of about 20 children who live in a radius around our church.
Through contact with each of the families, we determine items that the children need or want. In addition
to two gifts designated from the parent, each family also receives a generous food basket. We will be
collecting nonperishable foods for these baskets, so watch for collection bins outside the church office.
Here’s what you do: select an angel tag (or two). Purchase the gift (in the $20-$30 price range). Wrap the
gift, sticking the tag to the front of the package. Please return the gift to the church office no later than
Sunday, December 14",

We are collecting food for Angel Tree Food Baskets, to be shared with families this Christmas. Here are
some suggestions:

e Peanut Butter & Jellly e Canned evaporated milk e Spaghetti, Pasta Sauce

e Mac & Cheese e Chili or Ravioli e Canned Tuna or Chicken

e Cereal e Canned fruits, vegetables, soups e Any kid friendly, easy to prepare
foods

So, watch the ads, or just pick up one extra item the next time you go to the store. Your gifts will be much
appreciated. Please direct gift questions to Laurie Mitchell and food questions to Linda Crawford.

- Our other “Mission of the Month” is the PCHAS Ornament
E: RI‘ Presbyterian Children’s Tree. Instead of buying toys for the needy children at

A - M Christmas time, we opt to give monetary donations. These
"'M Homes and SGI‘VICCS generous gifts allow PCHAS to serve approximately 5000

children and families each year.

During Advent time, we hang ornaments on a Christmas tree. Each of the ornaments has a PCHAS tag
attached with a suggested donation amount. You take the ornament home with you and leave the
donation in the basket provided. We will donate the entire amount to PCHAS at the end of the month.
(If you pay by check, please make checks payable to SBPC and put “PCHAS Ornament Tree” in the
memo line.) If you have questions about this program, reach out to Patti Nanney.

December Mission Updates & Opportunities

PCHAS Needs — There are seven Houston PCHAS single family homes. They're currently using just six
of them because one is currently being repaired after being damaged in the last hurricane. As of now, they
have six moms and eight kids living in these homes.



Here's a general list of their needs:

1. Grocery or gas gift cards — Since Kroger is across the street from their houses, that would probably
be the best. But HEB is just down the street. Not all of the clients have cars, but most do.

2. Child care volunteers

3. Job interviews for clients

4. Someone to lead a class on just about any topic that would help the clients, such as: stress
management, mental wellness, cooking classes, how to handle finances, creating vision boards,
etc.

5. Sheets, towels, pots & pans — When a client graduates, she takes the sheets, towels, pots & pans
with her that their family has been using for the last year while they were living in one of the
homes.

November Blood Drive Update — Thank you to all who helped make our blood drive a success! We had
10 eligible donors for a total of 12 collected units. Our next opportunity will be in February. Watch for more
information to come.

Seafarers’ Boxes Updates and Thanks — Thank you to everyone who
participated in our annual packing and wrapping of the Seafarer's Boxes on
Sunday, November 30th. We had a total 131 of boxes that were packed
and wrapped by an enthusiastic group! A special thanks to the Fellowship
Committee who provided a yummy breakfast, and to Lu and Jim, who
delivered all the boxes to the Houston International Seafarers’ Center.



“Christ in Action”

As part of our Advent events, we are having an Advent Party on
December 17th, at 6:00 PM. Wednesday Night Supper is part of the
fun, and Fellowship is dishing up a Holiday Party Buffet, featuring
Ham and Mac & Cheese! We will have several crafts for the children
to take home, and an ornament exchange game.
We hope to see you there!

ADVENT PARTY
CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENT
EXCHANGE

Please bring an ornament, either new, one of your favorites, or one
purchased from the PCHAS Ornament Tree to exchange at the
Advent Party. The ornament should be gift wrapped (or in a bag) with
no gift tag. Make this fun, and everyone bring one! All ages, all types
of ornaments! Call or email Marguerite Priest for additional details.
281-435-3941 — mepriest@hotmail.com.

‘:: Rd Presbyterian Children’s One of our long-time missions in December is the PCHAS

N . Ornament Tree. Instead of buying toys for the needy children at
'M Homes and Services Christmas time, we opt to give monetary donations. These

generous gifts allow PCHAS to serve approximately 5000
children and families each year.

During Advent time, we hang ornaments on a Christmas

tree. Each of the ornaments has a PCHAS tag attached with a
suggested donation amount. You take the ornament home with
y you and leave the donation in the basket provided. We will
e donate the entire amount to PCHAS at the end of the month.

If you would like to donate money to PCHAS virtually, you can give online at www.springbranchpres.org/
give and click on SUPPORT OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH.

(If you pay by check, please make checks payable to SBPC and put “PCHAS Ornament Tree” in the memo line.)



mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com
http://www.springbranchpres.org/give
http://www.springbranchpres.org/give

Poimsettias!

We will have poinsettias for purchase again this year! You can place your
order 1n the Church Office, online at this form, or by emailing
ethan@springbranchpres.org, today through Sunday, December 21st! They

are a beautiful way to bring color and brightness to the Church throughout the

Advent Season! What a lovely way to honor your loved ones, or to have a
beautiful remembrance of those who are no longer with us. Don’t forget to bring your pomsettia home
after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please remember to mdicate who you are honoring,
and/or remembering, with your payment of $10.00 to SBPC. You can mail your payment to the
Church Oftice or place 1t in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy for
you and your famuily this coming Advent Season.

Advent in a Bag

This Advent, we prepare for Christ’s coming not only by waiting and watching, but
by living out Christ’s love in action. This year, the
Faith Development Team decided to make Advent in a
Bag kits for families with children and/or youth to
really explore Christ's love in action, and prepare for
Christmas together as a family. Each week includes a
short story from Scripture, a hands-on activity, and a
simple mission project that helps us follow Christ’s
example of hope, peace, joy, and love as we journey
through Christmas together. These bags are available
for pick up in the Narthex (one per family please). |
Questions? Please email Pastor Savannah N
(savannah@springbranchpres.org).

Dust off Your Halos - It’s Time for Our Annual
Angel Tree Christmas Program

ANGEL TREE

A Program of Prison Fellowship

» Thank you to everyone who helped contribute to our Angel Tree program this year! The Angel
= Tree Prison Ministries is a program to support the children of incarcerated parents during

- the holiday season. Spring Branch Presbyterian received the names of about 20 children in
s November, and our church works to find out their needs from the custodial parent.
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https://forms.gle/HnoHb4DgibZ6Na4k9
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Wednesday Night Supper
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Taking reservations has helped us to
reduce food waste in the kitchen and
improved our meal planning. We plan to
continue the reservation process, but will
also take walk-ins as long as we have extra
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the
reservation process, so, if you’d like to
attend, please email Kay at
kay@craig-heidt.com.

We are now accepting credit card
payments at Wednesday Night
Supper!

Dec. 3 — Cranberry Chicken
Jan Fitts

Dec. 10 — Carnitas
Kay Craig & Betty Magnuson

Dec. 17 — Holiday Party Buffet

Advent Party

Prices for the supper are as follows:
Adults (age 13 & up) 5$5.00
Children (ages 1-12) 52.00
Family w/children ages 1-12 512.00

(immediate family only please)

| Children’s Sunday School Class meets 15t &
3rd Sundays of the month at 9:30am in the
Children’s classroom in The Gathering Place.



mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com

NI CHRISTMAS JOY

a F SPECIAL OFFERINGS
LEADERSHIP: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts
that support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have
pointed us to God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders
through the Assistance Program through the Board of Pensions, God is calling new
leaders for our church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the
means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and
skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come. This offering will
be collected on December 21st and 24th.

Ways to Give:
« Through your congregation
o Text CHRISTMASIQY to 91999 to learn more or donate
« Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy

stewamosie 2005~ Christisin You

C heist 1s In Me Please don’t forget to turn in your
onored In My Heart & Actions Pledge Card for 2026.You can
caching O find one in the Narthex, Church
g Out _

Office, or Parlor.

tewardship

Pledge Card
ime, Talents, Treasures Time & Talent Pledge
Children’s Time & Talent

i
R
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& REIMBURSEMENTS DEADLINE
APPROACHING...
sz‘dﬂz( OAC G

reimbursements no later than December 15th.
Contact Jorida at jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org

Please turn in your personal
ATE/
A



https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Pledge-Card.pdf
https://forms.gle/cnZRTkEuDfudozDeA
http://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Childrens-Time-Talent.pdf
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org

s Presbyterian Women this Month
PW at o Glance

PW UNWIND will meet on 12/1 at 6:00 p.m. at Hungry’s.
PW BOARD MEETING on 12/3 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room)
THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 12/9 at 7:00 p.m.
PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 12/10 at 9:30 a.m. at Sarah Dikeman’s House.

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.
Lesson 4 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity.

ZIP TRIPs and HAPPY HANDS will not meet in December.

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in
Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office.

G& Happy Hands group held its last meeting of the year on October 29th. (We don't meeti}
November and December because of the holidays toward the end of those months). For the
year of 2025, Happy Hands donated 462 items! These included primarily the Heart shaped
pillows that are given to patients in hospitals and to those who may need a special heart-felt
hug. We want to give a special shout out to Luna Lassiter who crocheted 60 winter hats for
school aged children during the summer (see photo below). The hats were given to Cedar
Brook Elementary School during the middle of November. We want to give thanks to all of
the faithful Happy Hands members. We have good conversation and comradery by coming
together to make a special gift for someone who may need a boost.

During the holidays, if you find some extra fabric or yarn that could be used for the pillows
or knitted/crocheted items, bring it to the Church Office and we'll put it to good use in
2026.

The Happy Hands group will resume its work on
January 28, 2026. We meet the 4th Wednesday
of each month at 9:30 AM in the Conference

| Room. If you make a New Year's resolution,

§ consider joining us next year.

Luna Lassiter with 60 kid-sized hats and 14 little bears she
made during the summer. The hats were given to Cedar
Brook Elementary and the hats went to a local hospital.



https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/

Join friends and congregation members
on Sunday, December 14th, right after
worship to celebrate our December
birthdays. We will have light snacks
and birthday treats. See you then!

MVVVK%

BIRTHDAYS

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, December 15th,
at 10:00 AM! The theme for this month is Christmas!
Please see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you are
interested in helping out.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells have
made a return! If you are interested in participating,
please email musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.
The Choir has also resumed meeting and we are
looking for some new members to join us! If you are
interested in participating, please email
musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.
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Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with
stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs,
coloring pages, and crafts. Pastor Savannah
has chosen the stories to coincide with the
Sermons. This program is during the Worship
Service for ages 3-6 years old. Children leave
the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment
and are returned to their parents during the
last hymn.

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program. Please call
Pastor Savannah in the church office.


mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org
mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org

Run for Hope. Run for Kids

Join Team PCHAS as a Chevron Houston Marathon Run for a Reason Partner!

Every mile you run helps raise funds in support of the children and families PCHAS serves. By joining
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS) team, you're running for more than a finish line, so
lace up your shoes and join us in bringing hope, healing, and opportunity to children and families in need.

1. Register for the Chevron Houston
Marathon, Half Marathon, or 5K g . .
through our Marathon Page. (See QR) e [ b2 Race Day:

If registering through the Run for a Reason January 11,2026
program page, select Presbyterian Children’s

. . Ll Family and friends can join
Homes and Services as your charity. e e e us in cheering for you and all

the Marathon runners, at our
Hoopla Station on race day!

2. Fundraise & share your journey—

your impact will go the distance!
chevronhoustonmarathon.com/charity-program-info/

« Nota runner? You can support one

of our runners by donating thr0ugh our To learn more, visit our 2026 Houston Marathon Fundraising Page, or contact:
Marathon Page. (See QR) Marla Endieveri | 832.241.5921 | marla.endieveri@pchas.org

The Chevron Marathon Run for a Reason Program (RFAR) connects the philanthropic community to enthusiastic race participants excited to raise funds and create awareness
for meaningful causes. They strive to promote healthy lifestyles and camaraderie through running. If you or others would be interested in
running on behalf of PCHAS, we encourage you to share this information.

Chiec':{:g?m” @il Presbyterian Children’s NG

Marathon 2V Homes and Services™ oy
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TATRBIBES &

SQUARE DANCE CLUB

SPRING BRANCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1215 CAMPBELL ROAD
Info: FairbeesClub@gmail.com

SOMETHING NEW FOR THE NEW YEAR!!
JANUARY 15, 2026 FUN NIGHT -FREETO ALL!

7:00-8:30 pm
Club dance to follow
Lessons begin January 22

DID YOU RESOLVE TO GET MORE EXERCISE? WE CAN HELP.
DID YOU RESOLVE TO GET OUT MORE? WE CAN HELP.

DID YOU RESOLVE TO MAKE NEW CONNECTIONS? WE CAN HELP

TRY OUT THE WONDERFUL SPORT OF MODERN AMERICAN SQUARE DANCE.
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED/NO PARTNER NEEDED
CASUAL ATTIRE WITH COMFORTABLE SHOES

MODERN SQUARE DANCING IS LOW IMPACT AND SUPPORTS BOTH PHYSICAL AND
COGNITIVE HEALTH.

WE WILL TEACH YOU TO DANCE, EVEN IF IT HAS BEEN “YEARS” SINCE YOU WERE LAST
ON ADANCE FLOOR. YOUR“2 LEFT FEET” WILL LEARN TO MOVE TOGETHER, SWAY TO
MUSIC AND YOU WILL MAKE GREAT FRIENDS IN A SQUARE.
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BEAUTIFY THE CHURCH

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings
while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?
The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If
b~ you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to

/ sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by
using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/
g20/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email
jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org. The cost per arrangement
is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY! Checks
should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed
in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4th
Saturday of each month we look for individuals
to deliver meals to shut-ins. We have 2 routes,
so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each
month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are

. . interested in volunteering to deliver meals one
month. Or go to this LINK to sign-up online!

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Would you like to receive our weekly sign up for our

announcements via email every Friday? M ailin g Ll st
Sign-up by visiting our Church website,

www.springbranchpres.org.

Church’s Prayer Chain List?

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer.
If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a
prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be
for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer.



mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/

Sebastian Hassett 12/3 Sonya Bear 12/14

Lin Sabala 12/3 Maurice Fayard II 12/14
Meredith Qualls 12/4 Laurie Mitchell 12/14
Robert Bear 12/5 Adam Turner 12/14
Kay Nichols 12/5 Bryan Evenson 12/15
Cameron Carpenter 12/9 Kristine Carpenter 12/18
Jeremy Cross 12/11 Glenn Lanan 12/20
Christian Keller 12/11 Jonathan Craft 12/21
Christopher Powell 12/11 Scott Lassiter 12/29
Kathryn Dethloff 12/12 Anna Farley 12/30
Happogp Annank ’
by Aravinsdng:
Zach and Anna Farley 12/1
Joel and Rebecca Alegria 12/15

Chad and Kristine Carpenter  12/19
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"For fo us a child is born, fo us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace."” ~-Isaiah 9:6



