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- WORLD

GOD - ONE ANOTHER

From the desk of Pastor Mark...

Dear Saints,

This time is the perfect time to begin our New Year’s resolutions! But the average American
gives up on at least one resolution before January is even done! That’s pretty grim!

I confess I'm not great at keeping resolutions either. But I still try every year to come up with
something I can do that will help me out.

To get started, here is a list of five from last year’s most common New Year’s Resolutions:
1. Exercise more/Lose weight/Get healthier
2. Save more money/Spend less money
3. Spend more time with family and friends
4. Travel more
5. Read more

Pretty good list. Lots of good choices. Any of these might really help you out.
But there are a few missing...what about resolutions that would help you work on your
relationship with God? Here are a few suggested resolutions that might be in order:

1. Read just ONE PAGE in the Bible every day. Start easy...something like the Psalms or
one of the Gospels (I recommend Mark or Luke). And unless you are a 17th century
English scholar, I would recommend a newer translation than the King James Version.

2. Buy a devotional, read it each day, and begin a regular prayer routine.

3. Speaking of praying, do so with your children or your grandchildren. It makes a
wonderful part of a bedtime routine. Include your spouse too.

4. Volunteer in church. Investigate what you might want to do. Ask questions. Find just one
thing to try. Then GO!

5. Come to church on a regular basis. (This doesn’t mean every single Sunday, although we
LOVE seeing you!). Just a regular basis.

One more suggestion: keep your resolution to yourself. Try achieving it without telling anyone
at first. Later, when you’ve been doing it for a while, then consider sharing it. See what
reactions you get.

But no matter what you choose, work to make yourself the best version you can. God didn’t
make you to stay the same. He wants you to be your best so you can serve him better. Amen!



The Mission of the Month for \)v\\’“es UNITED kg,

January is Comunidades N ’“’6‘4 ’
o ° Unidas Pro Salud (CUPS). S C ]
MIAM CUPS is a Christian ministry { ' P S .
founded in 1989 to assist
communities in northeastern 9‘,99

(\/
o-f t ﬁe M ont ﬁ Mexico and the Rio Grande "”DADES L
Valley to improve health and
education, to foster a sense of community, and to provide
volunteers opportunities to serve and be served.

During the month of January, our church will be collecting the following items for CUPS:

o Items for elderly
(Such as adult diapers, canes, walkers, crutches, bedside commodes,
and wheelchairs)

e School supplies
(Such as pencils, pens, crayons, dry erase markers, small scissors, spiral
notebooks, construction paper, and story books in Spanish and English)

e Working Laptops

(One of their board members reworks them and puts licensed Spanish NOW IS THE TIME TO
Microsoft Office products on them.) DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
5% ¥ '!lt.ul!l!l“-‘_]! e
All the above items can be left in the bins outside of the church office. Nina i A J m,
Rach, a CUPS Board Member, will faithfully pick up these supplies and "" "'5’" '

deliver them to CUPS in McAllen.

January Mission Updates & Opportunities

Fairbees Square Dance Toy Collection — In December, once again, the
Fairbees Square Dance group collected toys for Memorial Assistance Ministries
(MAM). Patti and Steve Nanney took over a carload of toys for the MAM toy
drive. Thank you, Fairbees Square Dance Group! Don't forget, they welcome all of you to join them for square
dancing each Thursday evening at 6pm.

Angel Tree Prison Ministry Follow-up — This year we provided Christmas cheer for 21 children within 9
families. Each child received 2 Christmas gifts from their incarcerated parent, and school supplies. In addition,
each family also received an overflowing food basket for the entire family to share. Thank you also to all those
who made deliveries to all the receiving families. And many thanks to Linda Crawford for organizing all the food
for these families.

November 30th Annual Seafarers Packing and Wrapping Party — 131 boxes were filled to the brim and
wrapped up in Christmas paper. Lu, Jim, and Donald then delivered them to the Seafarer’'s Center at the Port of
Houston. This is truly a church-wide project that cannot happen without the whole congregation. All the filler
must be collected, organized, and then a very large number of us gathered for breakfast (thanks Liz Earnest
and Fellowship Committee), and a huge assembly line of packing and wrapping. It was great to see so many
come out to help!

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4" Saturday of each month we look for individuals to deliver meals to
shut-ins. We have 2 routes with about 14 people on each route, so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers
each month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are interested in volunteering to deliver meals one month.



During Month of January

Type of Items Needed:

Pencils Spiral notebooks

Pens Construction paper

Crayons Dry erase markers

Small scissors Story books in Spanish and English

If you have any questions, please contact Nina Rach at nina.rach@yahoo.com.

To learn more about Communities United for Health Communidades Unidas Pro Salud (CUPS),
a Texas based mission organization started in 1989 focused on health and education in rural communities along the US
Mexico Border, please visit https://cupsmission.org/.

Thank you for your donations!!
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Wednesday Night Supper

 ——

» Jan. 14 — Pulled Pork BBQ
1 D

Jeannie Stockton
(Dinner Served @ 5:45 PM)

““EAY ~eip,
SW Jan. 21 — C.hick.en/;?ot Pies

Jennifer Miller
Taking reservations has helped us to

reduce food waste in the kitchen and
improved our meal planning. We plan to

Jan. 28 — Spiral Ham

continue the reservation process, but will Nina Rach
also take walk-ins as long as we have extra
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the
reservation process, so, if you’d like to Prices for the supper are as follows:
attend, please email Kay at Adults (age 13 & up) $5.00
kay@craig-heidt.com. Children (ages 1-12) $2.00

Family w/children ages 1-12 512.00

We are now accepting credit card
(immediate family only please)

payments at Wednesday Night

Supper!

| Children’s Sunday School Class meets 15t &
3rd Sundays of the month at 9:30am in the
Children’s classroom in The Gathering Place.



mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com

Ready to be amazed?
Thursday, January 15th Re‘;dy to laugh?
5:00 PM Then come join us for a fun filled
night of magic with
1215 Campbell Road Scott Hollingsworth,
(Dinner at 6:00 PM) the resident magician of the
' Houston Science Museum!

Questions? Contact Ethan Mitchell at ¥ @sBPC.Idea.Spring ,
ideaspring@springbranchpres.org.  www.springbranchpres.org/ideaspring f

SBPC will be participating in the
Annual Souper Bowl of
Caring on Sunday, February

OF CARING 8th to help tackle hunger in

tacklehunger.org Houston.

Please remember to bring your canned
food items or monetary donation on
Sunday, February 8th.

TACKLE
HUNGER




Presbyterian Women this Month ;A

PW at v Glance

PW UNWIND will meet on 1/5 at 6:00 p.m. at Seasons 52.
PW MODERATORS on 1/7 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)
PW BOARD MEETING on 1/7 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room)
THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 1/6 at 7:00 p.m.
PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 1/14 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.

Lesson 5 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity.

There will be no ZIP TRIP in January.
HAPPY HANDS will meet on 1/28 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in
Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.

Bible Study Using Zoom: January 6th at 7:00 p.m.

Lesson 5 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be

discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, January 6th, at

7 p.m. All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through

videoconference! Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to m
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting. ZOO

FRESH GRILL | WINE BAR

Please join us for an Unwind outing to Seasons 52 at City Centre (842 W Sam
Houston Parkway N, Houston, TX 77024) on Monday, January 5th, at 6:00 PM.
The prices are reasonable and they claim their entire menu is low calorie! Just what
we need after the holidays! As usual, please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros, only if you
plan to attend (713-305-1114).

L—————————ﬂ


https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com

The Happy Hands group will resume their ministry of making
N "9  Heart-shaped pillows for hospital patients and others on
\L ng b;/ Wednesday, January 28th, at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room.

Nz | Bring a needle and thread or just your hands, your own project,
Ny wl stories from your holidays, or just your presence and enjoy being
DX with a great group of women (men also, welcome). We hope to
¢ see you then!

“Snowy Path Beneath the Northern Lights”

i Thank you Spring Branch Presbyterian for
5 - 25 years of caring for our children!

Merry Christmas from all of us at Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services.

The artwork shows a snowy path beneath
shimmering northern lights. Vera, 17, was inspired
by a trip to her Grandma’s house when she created
it. She loves how the gloomy sky lights up the snow,
a scene that makes her feel calm and peaceful, as if
stepping into a world full of wonder. Vera’s artwork
reminds us that Christmas is a season of stillness,
awe, and hope. At PCHAS, we see this same joy in
children who discover beauty in the small moments
of the season. May this Christmas also remind you
of the hope your support brings to so many lives.

B3Rl Presb Child S Wishing you peace, love, and happiness this holiday
@il Presbyterian Children's '
M Homes and Services” . . season

claQanglaips

SBPC Scholarship applications are now available for interested
students! Completed applications are due May 1 for the year applying,
and should be submitted to Sarah Dikeman for the women'’s
scholarship and Ken Crawford for the men'’s scholarship.



Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
Women's/ Men'’s Scholarship Application
2026-2027 Academic Year

Name: DOB

Permanent Address:

School Address:

Phone cell: home:

Are you employed: FT PT Work Study N/A

Name of College, University, or Technical School:

Level: Freshman Sophomore Junior
Senior Post- Grad

Degree Program:

Years Attended: FT/PT student

GPA: Honors Program: Year of Graduation:

On a separate piece of paper, in paragraph form, please describe:

1. Yourgoals
Extracurricular activities
Community service
How your faith and belief in God affects your studies
Your membership and involvement in Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
Use of Scholarship money
Any other information you'd like to share
Optional Photograph
**Applications are due the 1°** of May for the year applying and should be turned in to
Sarah Dikeman for the Women's Scholarship and Ken Crawford for the Men’s
Scholarship. Applicant must be enrolled or accepted at a college, university,
technical school, or certification program. Scholarships will be awarded in the
summer of the year applying. Recipient must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0/C
average. Applicant must be an active member in good standing of Spring Branch
Presbyterian Church. Reapplication may be made each year beginning January 1.

®N OV P W



Sprlng Branch
Presbyterian Academy

January - SPRING BRANCH PRESBYTERIAN ACADEMY - 2026

esseEss s EEasaaEEE | he Academy had a joyful,
i @ have a -*% "tree"mendous Christmas

LGOI, and an awsome past year.
chrlsfmas' :° This new 2026 Year will be

extremely exciting
for the Academy!
The renovations of
the Academy will
begin as soon as

@I TGV WL WE
COngrats to Ms. Lillian Morales, the COngrats to Ms. Ada the winner of
winner of the Carved Pumpkin the Ginger Bread house Competition
Competition this past October. She's this past Christmas. She's our Bear's
our Ladybugs' classroom teacher. classrroom teacher. It was a sweet

It was a creation from out of space! design & lovely house!



The Worship Team is seeking volunteers to help remove the Greens from the
Sanctuary on January 11, 2026, immediately after the Worship Service. As
usual, many hands make for light work. Pizza will be provided for volunteers.
So that lunch can be planned, please contact Donald McDaniel
at dmcdan77007 @sbcglobal.net or 713-294-4005 to sign up.

*Uh:Decorating
< Party

-

The 2026 Offering Envelope Books are now available in
the Narthex. Please sign your name by the number that
corresponds to your book number. If you already have a |
book of offering envelopes, you can continue to use it since Nk

it doesn’t correspond to specific dates. Thank you for your Offerihg
continued commitment! Envelopes

STEWARDSHIP 2029 ChristisinYou

Please don’t forget to turn in your

Pledge Card for 2026. You can find

one in the Narthex, Church Office,
or Parlor.

E hrist Is In Me

H onored In My Heart & Actions
R eaching Out

I deas & Imagination

S tewardship

Pledge Card
Time & Talent Pledge
Children’s Time & Talent

I ime, Talents, Treasures

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, January 19th, at
10:00 AM! The theme for this month is Snow Day! Please
see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you are
interested in helping out.



mailto:dmcdan77007@sbcglobal.net
https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Pledge-Card.pdf
https://forms.gle/cnZRTkEuDfudozDeA
http://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Childrens-Time-Talent.pdf

p 5
ARTY For event details,

3
PmM Poo) 75 please check in
with Savannah!



Run for Hope. Run for Kids

Join Team PCHAS as a Chevron Houston Marathon Run for a Reason Partner!

Every mile you run helps raise funds in support of the children and families PCHAS serves. By joining
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS) team, you're running for more than a finish line, so
lace up your shoes and join us in bringing hope, healing, and opportunity to children and families in need.

1. Register for the Chevron Houston
Marathon, Half Marathon, or 5K g . .
through our Marathon Page. (See QR) e [ b2 Race Day:

If registering through the Run for a Reason January 11,2026
program page, select Presbyterian Children’s

. . Ll Family and friends can join
Homes and Services as your charity. e e e us in cheering for you and all

the Marathon runners, at our
Hoopla Station on race day!

2. Fundraise & share your journey—

your impact will go the distance!
chevronhoustonmarathon.com/charity-program-info/

« Nota runner? You can support one

of our runners by donating thr0ugh our To learn more, visit our 2026 Houston Marathon Fundraising Page, or contact:
Marathon Page. (See QR) Marla Endieveri | 832.241.5921 | marla.endieveri@pchas.org

The Chevron Marathon Run for a Reason Program (RFAR) connects the philanthropic community to enthusiastic race participants excited to raise funds and create awareness
for meaningful causes. They strive to promote healthy lifestyles and camaraderie through running. If you or others would be interested in
running on behalf of PCHAS, we encourage you to share this information.

Chiec':{:g?m” @il Presbyterian Children’s NG

Marathon 2V Homes and Services™ oy



7 7 7 v e e ke sk e e e e v e ke ke ke sk s s s s e s s e e ke ke ke s e s s s sk v s e e e e sk sk s s e ke e e ke ke ke sk e sk sk sk e ke sk sk ok ke ke ok ok ok

226 24 26 26 26 26 4 26 24 26 2 26 26 24 26 2 26 26 36 24 24 26 26 24 26 3 24 26 2 54 24 26 26 24 26 56 24 26 2 24 24 2 24 24 26 2 24 26 3 24 26 36 2 26 26 2 26 26 2 26 26 2 24 26 26 26 26 2 2 24 26 2 24 24 2 24 24 2 3 24 26 2 24 2k 224 b 2 2

TATNRBIEIES &

SQUARE DANCE CLUB

SPRING BRANCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1215 CAMPBELL ROAD
Info: FairbeesClub@gmail.com

SOMETHING NEW FOR THE NEW YEAR!!
JANUARY 15, 2026 FUN NIGHT - FREE TO ALL!

7:00-8:30 pm
Club dance to follow
Lessons begin January 22

DID YOU RESOLVE TO GET MORE EXERCISE? WE CAN HELP.
DID YOU RESOLVE TO GET OUT MORE? WE CAN HELP.

DID YOU RESOLVE TO MAKE NEW CONNECTIONS? WE CAN HELP

TRY OUT THE WONDERFUL SPORT OF MODERN AMERICAN SQUARE DANCE.
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED/NO PARTNER NEEDED
CASUAL ATTIRE WITH COMFORTABLE SHOES

MODERN SQUARE DANCING IS LOW IMPACT AND SUPPORTS BOTH PHYSICAL AND
COGNITIVE HEALTH.

WE WILL TEACH YOU TO DANCE, EVEN IF IT HAS BEEN “YEARS” SINCE YOU WERE LAST
ON ADANCE FLOOR. YOUR“2 LEFT FEET” WILL LEARN TO MOVE TOGETHER, SWAY TO
MUSIC AND YOU WILL MAKE GREAT FRIENDS IN A SQUARE.

2424 26 2 24 2 2 2 24 2 24 2 2 2 2 26 2 2 2 2 - 24 2 2 2 24 24 2 2 24 2 2 24 24 2 24 2 2 4 24 24 24 2 4 224 4 24 2 24 26 24 2 2 2 4 54 24 24 26 24 2 2 2 24 24 2 5 2 2 24 2 4 2 54 4 24 26 24 2 26 - 24 24 2454 % 2
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Wednesday Night Supper Meal TiCckets

Finding yourself short of cash on

— Wednesdays? You may now purchase meal
i - tickets and pay by check or credit card.
- Each meal ticket is good for four meals.
~ There are meal tickets for Adults ($20/four
meals), Children ($8/four meals) and Families

($48/four family meals).
Purchase the tickets at the cashier each week.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells have
made a return! If you are interested in participating,
please email musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.
The Choir has also resumed meeting and we are
looking for some new members to join us! If you are
interested in participating, please email
musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with
stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs,
coloring pages, and crafts. Pastor Savannah
has chosen the stories to coincide with the
Sermons. This program is during the Worship
Service for ages 3-6 years old. Children leave
the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment
and are returned to their parents during the
last hymn.

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program. Please call
Pastor Savannah in the church office.



mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org
mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org

BEAUTIFY THE CHURCH

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings
while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?
The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If
b~ you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to

/ sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by
using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/
g20/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email
jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org. The cost per arrangement
is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY! Checks
should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed
in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4th
Saturday of each month we look for individuals
to deliver meals to shut-ins. We have 2 routes,
so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each
month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are

. . interested in volunteering to deliver meals one
month. Or go to this LINK to sign-up online!

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Would you like to receive our weekly sign up for our

announcements via email every Friday? M ailin g Ll st
Sign-up by visiting our Church website,

www.springbranchpres.org.

Church’s Prayer Chain List?

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer.
If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a
prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be
for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer.



mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/

SBPC Logos are available on our Lands’ End storefront!

You can choose from men’s and women’s polos, shirts, t-shirts,

pullovers, jackets, totes, caps, aprons, and much more - all with ; I SPRING BRANCH

an SBPC logo! You can choose from a multitude of material

Large

Floki ) Plakinum
e ol Juliloe BT

SPRING BRANCH
l'/é\r\l’msbyterian Church

To Order:

1.
2.

Are T-shirts not your style? Choose your own style apparel from Lands” End
and pick from three embroidered church logos!

colors as well as different colors for the logos.

Small

S 70th Anniversary
1952 - 2022

There are two different anniversary logo options available (pictured above).
The large size logo is 4.5” x 2.75”, and the small size logo is 3.5” x 2.

Go to: business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres
Hover over My Account and select Create an Account
when the window pops up.

After you've created your account, select a category to
start shopping, or use the search tool (Men, Women,
Promotional Products).

Click on the item you would like to purchase and choose
the color and size of the item. Then select Apply
Logo(s) to continue.

Select your church Logo (Logo 1, Platinum Jubilee - LARGE, Platinum Jubilee - SMALL). It
will let you preview it on the left side of your screen.

If you would like to change the color of the Logos, select Change Logo Color(s) and pick
from the provided options. Note: The logos are made up of different stitched sections. To
change the color, please make sure that you change the color of all pieces of the Logo. You
can see this in realtime in the preview on the left side of your screen. If you do not see the
color option that you'd like, you can search for it where is says “Search by Madeira Color.”
Select the location where you would like the logo, and click Apply Logo.

Push Add to Bag and continue shopping or checkout.

Once your items are ready, they will ship to the address you provided when you setup
your account. If you have not setup an account, please do so now so you do not lose your
items.

Select products up
to 20% off thru
March 31st!

Use Promo Code
AH20

Contact Ethan Mitchell at ethan@springbranchpres.org if you have any questions.
If there is an item on the Lands’ End Business website that you like, but is not available
on the SBPC storefront, please contact Ethan Mitchell and the item will be added.



mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://business.landsend.com/
http://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres

Barbara Tremble
Alexandria Balli
Kaitlynn Turney
Ramon Ballejo
Dominic Tacchi
Nora Wright
Arthur Qualls
Adam Tutt
Lauralai Caldera
Gerald Fitts
Clayton Powell

1/9 William Stockton 1/20

1/10 Bunnie Lezon 1/21
1/12 Byron Goodrum 1/23
1/15 Marc Bik 1/25
1/16 Karina Ballejo 1/27
1/16 Hazen Ballesteros 1/27
1/19 Ben Dethloff 1/27
1/19 Kathleen Barrera 1/28
1/20 Derek Dees 1/29
1/20 Delia Nix 1/30
1/20 Paul H. Laverty, Jr. 1/31

First Birthday Celebration of 2026

Join us in the breezeway, weather
permitting, for our first birthday
celebration of the new year on Sunday,
January 11th. Immediately after worship,
we will gather for light snacks as we honor
our January birthdays!
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is herel”

~ 2 Corinthians 5:17




