
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark... 
 
Dear Saints, 
 
This time is the perfect time to begin our New Year’s resolutions! But the average American 
gives up on at least one resolution before January is even done! That’s pretty grim! 
 
I confess I’m not great at keeping resolutions either. But I still try every year to come up with 
something I can do that will help me out. 
 
To get started, here is a list of five from last year’s most common New Year’s Resolutions: 

1. Exercise more/Lose weight/Get healthier 
2. Save more money/Spend less money 
3. Spend more time with family and friends 
4. Travel more 
5. Read more 

 
Pretty good list. Lots of good choices. Any of these might really help you out. 
But there are a few missing…what about resolutions that would help you work on your 
relationship with God? Here are a few suggested resolutions that might be in order: 
 

1. Read just ONE PAGE in the Bible every day. Start easy…something like the Psalms or 
one of the Gospels (I recommend Mark or Luke). And unless you are a 17th century 
English scholar, I would recommend a newer translation than the King James Version. 

2. Buy a devotional, read it each day, and begin a regular prayer routine. 
3. Speaking of praying, do so with your children or your grandchildren. It makes a 

wonderful part of a bedtime routine. Include your spouse too. 
4. Volunteer in church. Investigate what you might want to do. Ask questions. Find just one 

thing to try. Then GO! 
5. Come to church on a regular basis. (This doesn’t mean every single Sunday, although we 

LOVE seeing you!). Just a regular basis. 
 
One more suggestion: keep your resolution to yourself. Try achieving it without telling anyone 
at first. Later, when you’ve been doing it for a while, then consider sharing it. See what 
reactions you get. 
 
But no matter what you choose, work to make yourself the best version you can. God didn’t 
make you to stay the same. He wants you to be your best so you can serve him better. Amen! 
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Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 
 

 

Jan. 14  — Pulled Pork BBQ 
Jeannie Stockton 

(Dinner Served @ 5:45 PM) 

 
 
 
 
 

Jan. 21 — Chicken Pot Pies 
Jennifer Miller 

 

Jan. 28 — Spiral Ham 
Nina Rach 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Taking reservations has helped us to 
reduce food waste in the kitchen and 

improved our meal planning. We plan to 
continue the reservation process, but will 

also take walk-ins as long as we have extra 
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the 

reservation process, so, if you’d like to 
attend, please email Kay at  

kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 
We are now accepting credit card 

payments at Wednesday Night 

Supper! 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

SBPC will be participating in the 
 Annual Souper Bowl of 

Caring on Sunday, February 
8th to help tackle hunger in 

Houston.  

Please remember to bring your canned 

food items or monetary donation on 

Sunday, February 8th.  



 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW UNWIND will meet on 1/5 at 6:00 p.m. at Seasons 52. 

PW MODERATORS on 1/7 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 1/7 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 1/6 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 1/14 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

Lesson 5 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity. 

There will be no ZIP TRIP in January. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 1/28 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 

Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.  

  Presbyterian Women this Month  

 

 

 

 

Please join us for an Unwind outing to Seasons 52 at City Centre (842 W Sam 

Houston Parkway N, Houston, TX 77024) on Monday, January 5th, at 6:00 PM.  

The prices are reasonable and they claim their entire menu is low calorie! Just what 

we need after the holidays! As usual, please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros, only if you 

plan to attend (713-305-1114). 

 

 

Bible Study Using Zoom: January 6th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lesson 5 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be 
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, January 6th, at  
7 p.m.  All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 
videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to 
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

SBPC Scholarship applications are now available for interested 
students! Completed applications are due May 1 for the year applying, 

and should be submitted to Sarah Dikeman for the women’s 
scholarship and Ken Crawford for the men’s scholarship. 

Thank you Spring Branch Presbyterian for 
25 years of caring for our children! 

 
Merry Christmas from all of us at Presbyterian 
Children’s Homes and Services. 
 
The artwork shows a snowy path beneath 
shimmering northern lights. Vera, 17, was inspired 
by a trip to her Grandma’s house when she created 
it. She loves how the gloomy sky lights up the snow, 
a scene that makes her feel calm and peaceful, as if 
stepping into a world full of wonder. Vera’s artwork 
reminds us that Christmas is a season of stillness, 
awe, and hope. At PCHAS, we see this same joy in 
children who discover beauty in the small moments 
of the season. May this Christmas also remind you 
of the hope your support brings to so many lives.  
 
Wishing you peace, love, and happiness this holiday 
season.  

The Happy Hands group will resume their ministry of making 

Heart-shaped pillows for hospital patients and others on 

Wednesday, January 28th, at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. 

Bring a needle and thread or just your hands, your own project, 

stories from your holidays, or just your presence and enjoy being 

with a great group of women (men also, welcome). We hope to 

see you then! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Worship Team is seeking volunteers to help remove the Greens from the 
Sanctuary on January 11, 2026, immediately after the Worship Service.  As 
usual, many hands make for light work. Pizza will be provided for volunteers.  

So that lunch can be planned, please contact Donald McDaniel 
at dmcdan77007@sbcglobal.net or 713-294-4005 to sign up. 

The 2026 Offering Envelope Books are now available in 

the Narthex. Please sign your name by the number that 

corresponds to your book number. If you already have a 

book of offering envelopes, you can continue to use it since 

it doesn’t correspond to specific dates. Thank you for your 

continued commitment! 

Please don’t forget to turn in your 

Pledge Card for 2026. You can find 

one in the Narthex, Church Office, 

or Parlor. 

 
Pledge Card 

Time & Talent Pledge 
Children’s Time & Talent 

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, January 19th, at 

10:00 AM! The theme for this month is Snow Day! Please 

see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you are 

interested in helping out. 

mailto:dmcdan77007@sbcglobal.net
https://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Pledge-Card.pdf
https://forms.gle/cnZRTkEuDfudozDeA
http://www.springbranchpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Childrens-Time-Talent.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with 

stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs, 

coloring pages, and crafts.  Pastor Savannah 

has chosen the stories to coincide with the 

Sermons.  This program is during the Worship 

Service for ages 3-6 years old.  Children leave 

the Sanctuary right after Children’s Moment 

and are returned to their parents during the 

last hymn.   

 

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this program.  Please call 

Pastor Savannah in the church office. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells have 

made a return! If you are interested in participating, 

please email musicdirector@springbranchpres.org. 

The Choir has also resumed meeting and we are 

looking for some new members to join us! If you are 

interested in participating, please email 

musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.  

 

Wednesday Night Supper Meal Tickets 
 

Finding yourself short of cash on 
Wednesdays?  You may now purchase meal 
tickets and pay by check or credit card.  
Each meal ticket is good for four meals.  

There are meal tickets for Adults ($20/four 
meals), Children ($8/four meals) and Families 

($48/four family meals).  

Purchase the tickets at the cashier each week.  

mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org
mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org


 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 

Contact Ethan Mitchell at ethan@springbranchpres.org if you have any questions. 
If there is an item on the Lands’ End Business website that you like, but is not available  

on the SBPC storefront, please contact Ethan Mitchell and the item will be added. 

Go to: business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres 

Select products up 
to 20% off thru 

March 31st!  

Use Promo Code 
AH20 

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://business.landsend.com/
http://business.landsend.com/store/springbranchpres


 

 

William Stockton 1/20 
Bunnie Lezon 1/21 
Byron Goodrum 1/23 
Marc Bik 1/25 
Karina Ballejo 1/27 
Hazen Ballesteros 1/27 
Ben Dethloff 1/27 
Kathleen Barrera 1/28 
Derek Dees 1/29 
Delia Nix 1/30 
Paul H. Laverty, Jr. 1/31 
  
  
  

  

Barbara Tremble 1/9 
Alexandria Balli 1/10 
Kaitlynn Turney 1/12 

Ramon Ballejo 1/15 

Dominic Tacchi 1/16 
Nora Wright 1/16 
Arthur Qualls 1/19 

Adam Tutt 1/19 

Lauralai Caldera 1/20 

Gerald Fitts 1/20 

Clayton Powell 1/20 
  
  
  

  

  

 

First Birthday Celebration of 2026 
 

Join us in the breezeway, weather 
permitting, for our first birthday 

celebration of the new year on Sunday, 
January 11th.  Immediately after worship, 
we will gather for light snacks as we honor 

our January birthdays! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 

 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

the new creation has come: The 

old has gone, the new is here!” 

- 2 Corinthians 5:17 


