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From the desk of Pastor Mark...

Dear Saints,

I am friends with a pastor who heads a church known as “The Church of New Beginnings.” I used
to ponder the name of that church because the words “new” and “beginnings” seem to almost
repeat each other. If something is “new” it can also be the “beginning of something different.”

If something is a “beginning” it can also be something “new.”

In the end...great choice for a church name!

As spring creeps its way into our lives during the current days and weeks, we can all notice the new
beginnings that occur all around us:

e Cold weather is beginning to change into cool weather;

e New plant growth is beginning to appear all over our gardens;

e People are beginning to spend more and more time outdoors.

New beginnings all around us!

This is also the time of the year when we begin to focus our biblical attention on the upcoming
Lenten season. Lent arrives with Ash Wednesday on February 18t and it concludes on Easter
morning, April 5th. In between those two dates, so much happens that can be considered new
beginnings:

e We are reminded that in Genesis 2, God created the first human out of the dust on the
ground; we receive a slight layer of black “dust” on our foreheads as we hear the words,
“Remember you are dust, and unto dust you will return.”

e Jesus showed us he had the power to heal the sick, the lame, the deaf — and the blind.

e Jesus demonstrated that everyone is loved by God, and that love came completely — even
when we made mistakes.

e Wereceive a Gospel story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, a story that all four
Gospel writers chose to include using almost exactly the same details.

e And finally, after the empty tomb of Easter morning, all of humanity received an opportunity
for a new beginning every single time we sin — but choose to return to God to ask
forgiveness.

New beginnings indeed! Look for them everywhere around you and look for them within yourself
too!

Amen!



PALM SUNDAY - March 29th

Worship Service at 10:50 AM
Streaming Live on YouTube & Facebook

MAUNDY THURSDAY - April 2nd

6:00 PM Dinner in the Fellowship Hall
6:45 PM Worship in the Fellowship Hall
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Please RSVP to kay@craig-heidt.com,
or signup in the Church Office or Narthex.
Streaming Live on YouTube & Facebook

GOOD FRIDAY - April 3rd

12:00-3:00 PM in the Sanctuary
Self-Guided Reformed Stations of the Cross

The Stations of the Cross is a special service designed for us to journey with Jesus through
the events following the Last Supper in the Upper Room until he is laid in the tomb.
Traditionally, there are 14 stations; we have lifted up 6 stations from Scripture for you to
walk in your own time and at your own pace. At each station, we will have a focus object, a
scripture reading, a reflection, and a prayer. We encourage you to take time for your own
silent reflection at each station.

a EASTER - April 5th
r Easter Breakfast & Flowering the Cross at 9:30 AM

A \y! Easter Egg Hunt at 10:15 AM

k. A Celebration of the Resurrection at 10:50 AM
' ‘ Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Streaming Live on YouTube & Facebook




Spring Branch Presbyterian Church established the
Academy in 1971 to meet the community’s need for

) ) quality childcare and preschool education. The
MIAM Academy is our primary mission, providing loving,
Christian childcare to the youngest members of our

O community.
of the Month

The Academy is governed by a six member board.
Currently, the board consists of Neal Dikeman, Lee Dudinsky, Carla Pace, Ashley Powell, Lauren
Tacchi, and Jorida Vakiari. We are excited that Victoria Kissinger and Todd Miller will be rotating
on as our newest board members in June!

Check out our Academy’s new, spiffy website at g A
www.sbpacademy.org. If you take a deep dive, you might o ‘ lr"
. -‘-

recognize the tiny little girl in pink on the far right of the last 1 4} " i
photograph in the News and Events section. That was Laurie - e
Spring Branch

(Miller) Mitchell with her classmates way back in the first year of 3
the Day School in 1970! Presbyterian Academy

March Mission Updates and Opportunities

Feed My Starving Children — a group of 15 SBPC volunteers went to Pines Presbyterian
Church’s Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) mobile Pack event on Saturday, February 21st!
During our shift, we packed enough boxes of food to provide meals for 77 hungry children for an
entire year. There was a job for everyone — we had runners, packers, labelers, weighers,
scoopers, and more. From the youngest to the oldest, there was something for everyone to do. If
you didn’t volunteer this time, keep it in mind for next year! We all had a great time.

Blood Drives — we have three blood drives scheduled for this year, and the first one is coming
up this month on March 29th. Save the date and reach out to Ashley Powell for more
information. Become a hero for someone in need of lifesaving blood.

Volunteers needed for HISD Marian Park & Baker Ripley Sunrise Centers! Sunrise Centers
are one-stop social service hubs where HISD students and their families can get support with
everyday needs. The Centers connect families to helpful services that support child well-being
and success in and out of school. They are in need of volunteers for routine pantry organization,
routine storage organization, scout projects, diaper and formula donations, and routine help
unloading food pallets before our food distribution. Please contact Kayla Mizwa at
kayla.mizwa@houstonisd.org for time and dates.

Souperbowl of Caring — We collected 146 pounds of non perishable food and canned goods for
this year’s Souperbowl of Caring, and took that to the Fair Haven Food Pantry.

Scout Sunday - Our Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts did a great job leading worship on February
15th. These groups have been a wonderful addition to our church and if you are interested in
finding out more about these organizations, please go to our website under Children & Youth to
find who to contact for each age group and troop/pack.

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4" Saturday of each month we look for individuals to
deliver meals to shut-ins. We have 2 routes, so we usually need a total of 2 pairs of volunteers
each month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are interested in volunteering to deliver meals.



BLOOD DRIVE

Spring Branch
Presbyterian

Sunday,
March 29
8:30 am -12:30 pm
Fellowship Hall
1215 Campbell Rd

To schedule an appointment,
contact Ashley Powell
(972) 571-2499
ashleycrawford161@gmail.com
Sponsor Code: 0324

Appointments preferred. Walk-ins welcome.

m i EXPRESS
Gulf Coast Regional
@ Blood Center ?& \ — ~

YEARS OF SAVING LIVES Complete your Health History Interview before you
come in for your donation.

Landree',ihxil;q?d recipient ™

Go to https://cflexpress.giveblood.org/ and complete

EAT. D R I N Ko B Rl N G Io Do the same d'ay as your al')pointmen't.



FEED MY
STARVING

CHILDREN
MOBILEPACK™

PINES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
January 20-21, 2023

fmsc.org pinespc.org

Hope Starts With Food

Fifteen of our SBPC church members joined about 100 others on January 21, Saturday morning from 9:00am
to 11:00am for a MobilePack event with Feed My Starving Children.

This organization is part of a hands-on effort to fight hunger both globally and locally. During our session
alone, we helped to packed enough nutritious meals to feed 77 children for an entire year.

As you can see from the pictures, all of the SBPC volunteers experienced a fun, one-of-a-kind, team-building
experience as they generously gave their time and energy to feed starving children in desperate need around

the world.

If you would still like to support Feed My Starving Children, you can do so through a donation at this link.



https://www.fmsc.org/volunteer-listing/?mobilepack=2602-193RI
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CHRIST IN ACTION:

WALKING
THE WALK

CONTEMPORARY WORﬁlgp SERVICE

March 18th, 6:30 PM

The Gathering Place
1215 Campbell Rd | 77055

INTERGENERATIONAL | INTERACTIVE
FAMILY-FRIENDLY

www.springbranchpres.org/contemporary-worship-service
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NATURAL
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Cool Chemistry

] @SBPC.Idea.Spring
March 19th www.springbranchpres.org/ideaspring ) d
5:00-6:00 PM ideaspring@springbranchpres.org Dinner Following

1215 Campbell Rd.




Come along with us as we read

I Wonder About:
The Last Days
-9  of Jesus’ Life

Voiced by members of the
church, your child can
enjoy the story being read

to them.
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This Lent, come along with us as we read I Wonder about the Last Days of
Jesus’ Life. This story is voiced by members of the church. Your child can enjoy
the story being read to them. Each week, a new part of the story is being
released. Be on the lookout for story materials to pickup from the Foyer or
Narthex. Questions? Please email Pastor Savannah
(savannah @springbranchpres.org).

J@SUS L
i‘h the — s

opm
Fellowship Hall
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We will have Easter Lilies again this year! Place your
order now through Friday, April 3rd. You can order by
using the form in the Narthex or Church Office,
contacting Eithan Mitchell at
ethan@springbranchpres.org, calling the Church Office
(713-464-7659), or using this Google Form.

The cost is $10 each, and the payment can be mailed to
the church office or placed in the offering plate on
Sunday mornings. The names of those being honored or
remembered will be shared with the congregation on
Easter Sunday morning.

ONE GREAT

HOUR OF SHARING

Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need

around the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and
support for the poor and oppressed.

Ways to Give:
o Through your congregation (Easter Sunday, April 5th)
« Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/give-oghs
o Text OGHS to 91999 to give

This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing. Our gifts
help to improve the lives of people in challenging situations through these three
impactful programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program,
and Self-Development of People.


mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://forms.gle/LAV3z8EaxUrXLimx5

Wednesday Night Supper
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Taking reservations has helped us to
reduce food waste in the kitchen and
improved our meal planning. We plan to
continue the reservation process, but will
also take walk-ins as long as we have extra
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the
reservation process, so, if you’d like to
attend, please email Kay at
kay@craig-heidt.com.

We are now accepting credit card
payments at Wednesday Night
Supper!

March 4 — Hamburgers

Don & Barbara Tremble

March 11 — NO Supper
(Spring Break Week)

March 18 — Chicken

Jan Fitts
(Dinner Served @ 5:45 PM)

March 25 — Chicken Fried

Steak
Kay Craig & Betty Magnuson

Prices for the supper are as follows:
Adults (age 13 & up) S$5.00
Children (ages 1-12) 52.00
Family w/children ages 1-12 512.00

(immediate family only please)

| Children’s Sunday School Class meets 15t &
3" Sundays of the month at 9:30am in the
Children’s classroom in The Gathering Place.



mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com

Presbyterian Women this Month

PW at v Glance

PW UNWIND will meet on 3/2 at 6:00 p.m. at Sylvia’s Enchilada Kitchen.
PW MODERATORS on 3/4 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)
PW BOARD MEETING on 3/4 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room)
THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 3/3 at 7:00 p.m.
PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 3/11 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.

Lesson 7 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity.

ZIP TRIP to Brenham to the Bluebell Creamery on 3/18 at 9:30 a.m.
HAPPY HANDS will meet on 3/25 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in
Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.

Bible Study Using Zoom: March 3rd at 7:00 p.m.

Lesson 7 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, March 3rd, at
7 p.m. All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through
videoconference! Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.

Please join the Unwind Group for dinner
PErN at Sylvia’s Enchilada Kitchen (1140
(j. D 4 Eldridge Parkway, 77077) on Monday,
S March 3rd, at 6:00 PM. Sylvia serves food
from different regions of Mexico, and also

EnChilada Tex-Mex. Please RSVP to Jacquie

Kitchen Ballesteros at 713-305-1114, only if you
plan to attend. We hope to see you there!

L—————————ﬂ


https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com

PW ZIP Trip

The Presbyterian Women plan to ZIP to the Bluebell
Creamery on Wednesday, March 18, 2026. This is an
open trip, so invite your friends, husbands, and
grands! Please contact Marguerite Priest at
mepriest@hotmail.com or 281-435-3941 for more
information.

April will be an opportunity to attend the PW Spring Gathering at First
Presbyterian Church in Navasota, on Saturday, April 11th, and also the
Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services Annual Luncheon on
Thursday, April 16, 2026, at the Lakeside Country Club. Please contact
Patti Nanney or Marguerite Priest

IR Presbyterian Children’s for more information or to
—t e R eserve your place at the table.
2 M Homes and Services

WA
9\:‘ // ‘;‘?“ Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, March 25th,
‘/,:, ‘ *\ ' from 9:30-11:00 AM in the Conference Room. Bring

WS g, /2 your projects, needle and thread, and/or fingers for
NS // stuffing and stitching. See you then!
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Scholarships

SBPC Scholarship applications are now available for interested
students! Completed applications are due May 1 for the year applying,
and should be submitted to Sarah Dikeman for the women'’s
scholarship and Ken Crawford for the men's scholarship.



mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
Women's/ Men'’s Scholarship Application
2026-2027 Academic Year

Name: DOB

Permanent Address:

School Address:

Phone cell: home:

Are you employed: FT PT Work Study N/A

Name of College, University, or Technical School:

Level: Freshman Sophomore Junior
Senior Post- Grad

Degree Program:

Years Attended: FT/PT student

GPA: Honors Program: Year of Graduation:

On a separate piece of paper, in paragraph form, please describe:

1. Yourgoals
Extracurricular activities
Community service
How your faith and belief in God affects your studies
Your membership and involvement in Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
Use of Scholarship money
Any other information you'd like to share
Optional Photograph
**Applications are due the 1°** of May for the year applying and should be turned in to
Sarah Dikeman for the Women's Scholarship and Ken Crawford for the Men’s
Scholarship. Applicant must be enrolled or accepted at a college, university,
technical school, or certification program. Scholarships will be awarded in the
summer of the year applying. Recipient must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0/C
average. Applicant must be an active member in good standing of Spring Branch
Presbyterian Church. Reapplication may be made each year beginning January 1.

®N OV P W
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SAVE THE DATE

\ Gpring Gathering

2026
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302 Nefan Stueet |
Navarste, Tx 73868
Date:  Apif 11th, 2026
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Cthew, & yowu)eg.’
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' The "Hi Red Bird" owner and animal

The Academy had a visit from the

"Evergreen Pediatric Dentistry."
The very nice Dentist gave our kids a

lesson on good dental hygiene.

Jave... 7
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trainer Mr. Jack brought our Kkids
insight and a journey into the wild
animal kingdom with their interactive
educational shows. It was so much fun
and exciting for all the brave and

willing children to be able to touch the

"harmless' wild animals.




Let’s Celebrate Our March Birthdays!

Join church members and friends on Sunday, March 8th, immediately
after Worship as we gather to celebrate those among us born in March.
Sweet treats and snacks will add to the festive spirit of the day.

b4 : :
2T Don’t forget to spring forward!
‘0" 1\\2‘ !'/’/
= l/ 2 Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 8th. Don't
Ay
:p;NG FORWZPD forget to set your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night.

There are different tasks we need to do to get ready: contribute candy (no
nuts), contribute non-candy items (small toys, stickers, etc.), help stuff
Easter eggs (after Worship on March 29™), help hide
Easter eggs, and help with cleanup. Please review the
z(< - available slots at this Sign-Up Genius Link. Anything
% f that you can contribute would be greatly
‘\ K appreciated! Please bring all contributions (e.g. candy,
X—'? EAE%T(fR = gmall toys, stickers, etc. to Pastor Savannah's

&%y =  office). Thank you! Questions? Contact Pastor
- Savannah (savannah@springbranchpres.org)

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, March
16th, at 10:00 AM! The theme for this month is St.
Patrick’s Day! Please see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah
Dikeman if you are interested in helping out.



https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=2167be1f45&e=5008dad336
mailto:savannah@springbranchpres.org

A luncheon event benefiting the
children and families of PCHAS+

’

A .

Join us Thursday, April 16, at Lakeside Country Club, 12-1pm

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells have made
a return! If you are interested in participating, please
email musicdirector@springbranchpres.org. The Choir
has also resumed meeting and we are looking for some
new members to join us! If you are interested in
participating, please email
musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with
stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs,
coloring pages, and crafts. Pastor Savannah has
chosen the stories to coincide with the Sermons.
This program is during the Worship Service for
ages 3-6 years old. Children leave the Sanctuary
right after Children’s Moment and are returned to
their parents during the last hymn.

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this
program. Please call Pastor Savannah in the church office.



mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org
mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org

p 5
ARTY For event details,

3
PmM Poo) 75 please check in
with Savannah!
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What'’s Happening:

: ‘__i’;‘-;.‘fl_;{esources &Job Fair  Health & Wellness Services - 7
- Workshops &Activities Vendors & Pop-Up Shops. - #




CULTURALAND RELIGIOUS TRAVEL SERVICES LIMITED

Footsteps of Faith
Through Scotland and the
Reformation

11 Days: September 1-11, 2026
Visiting
Edinburgh « Stirling « Inverness * Loch Ness * Oban
Isle of Skye « Iona * Glencoe * Loch Lomond « Pitlochry

Hosted By:
Rev. Andy Gans

$5,585 from Houston

o 1st class hotels

Please mark your calendars with the
NEWSLETTER DUE DATE: March 20th (for the April 2026 issue)




BEAUTIFY THE CHURCH

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings
while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?
The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If
b~ you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to

/ sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by
using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/
g20/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email
jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org. The cost per arrangement
is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY! Checks
should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed
in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4th
Saturday of each month we look for individuals
to deliver meals to shut-ins. We have 2 routes,
so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each
month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are

. . interested in volunteering to deliver meals one
month. Or go to this LINK to sign-up online!

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Would you like to receive our weekly sign up for our

announcements via email every Friday? M ailin g Ll st
Sign-up by visiting our Church website,

www.springbranchpres.org.

Church’s Prayer Chain List?

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer.
If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a
prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be
for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer.



mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/

Noah Fake 3/1 James Qualls 3/14

Andrew Blair 372 Linda Crawford 3/15
Beverly Cook 3/6 Austin Smith 3/15
David Fuller 3/6 Patty Blome 3/17
Amy Cross 3/7 Edda Chirwa 3/17
Gary Mitchell 3/7 Patti Nanney 3/18
Richard Nix 3/9 Matthew Lassiter 3/20
Sam Wright 3/9 Amber Murphy 3/22
Floyd Christopher 3/12 Barbara Lanan 3/28
Piper Dikeman 3/14 Ethan Mitchell 3/29
Madeline Powell 3/14
H ‘M‘? AMWVW ’

.% Cyndi and Nick Ballesteros 3/27
¢ Lauren and Mario Tacchi 3/30
‘ Steve and Patti Nanney 3/31
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Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
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I ~ 1215 Campbell Road
= 6 b Q Houston, Texas 77055
e m (713) 464-7659
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