
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark... 
 
 
Dear Saints, 
 
I am friends with a pastor who heads a church known as “The Church of New Beginnings.” I used 
to ponder the name of that church because the words “new” and “beginnings” seem to almost 
repeat each other.  If something is “new” it can also be the “beginning of something different.”  
If something is a “beginning” it can also be something “new.” 
 
In the end…great choice for a church name! 
 
As spring creeps its way into our lives during the current days and weeks, we can all notice the new 
beginnings that occur all around us: 

• Cold weather is beginning to change into cool weather; 
• New plant growth is beginning to appear all over our gardens; 
• People are beginning to spend more and more time outdoors. 

 
New beginnings all around us! 
 
This is also the time of the year when we begin to focus our biblical attention on the upcoming 
Lenten season. Lent arrives with Ash Wednesday on February 18th, and it concludes on Easter 
morning, April 5th.  In between those two dates, so much happens that can be considered new 
beginnings: 

• We are reminded that in Genesis 2, God created the first human out of the dust on the 
ground; we receive a slight layer of black “dust” on our foreheads as we hear the words, 
“Remember you are dust, and unto dust you will return.” 

• Jesus showed us he had the power to heal the sick, the lame, the deaf – and the blind. 
• Jesus demonstrated that everyone is loved by God, and that love came completely – even 

when we made mistakes. 
• We receive a Gospel story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, a story that all four 

Gospel writers chose to include using almost exactly the same details. 
• And finally, after the empty tomb of Easter morning, all of humanity received an opportunity 

for a new beginning every single time we sin – but choose to return to God to ask 
forgiveness. 

 
New beginnings indeed! Look for them everywhere around you and look for them within yourself 
too!  
 
Amen! 
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This Lent, come along with us as we read I Wonder about the Last Days of 

Jesus’ Life. This story is voiced by members of the church. Your child can enjoy 

the story being read to them. Each week, a new part of the story is being 

released. Be on the lookout for story materials to pickup from the Foyer or 

Narthex. Questions? Please email Pastor Savannah 

(savannah@springbranchpres.org). 

mailto:savannah@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 

around the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and 

support for the poor and oppressed.  

 

Ways to Give: 

• Through your congregation (Easter Sunday, April 5th) 

• Donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/give-oghs 

• Text OGHS to 91999 to give 

 

This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing. Our gifts 

help to improve the lives of people in challenging situations through these three 

impactful programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

and Self-Development of People.  

         NEWS YOU CAN USE 
 

 

We will have Easter Lilies again this year! Place your 

order now through Friday, April 3rd. You can order by 

using the form in the Narthex or Church Office, 

contacting Ethan Mitchell at 

ethan@springbranchpres.org, calling the Church Office 

(713-464-7659), or using this Google Form. 

 

The cost is $10 each, and the payment can be mailed to 

the church office or placed in the offering plate on 

Sunday mornings. The names of those being honored or 

remembered will be shared with the congregation on 

Easter Sunday morning. 

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
https://forms.gle/LAV3z8EaxUrXLimx5


 

 
 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 

March 4 — Hamburgers 
Don & Barbara Tremble 

 

March 11  — NO Supper 
(Spring Break Week) 

 

March 18 — Chicken 
Jan Fitts 

(Dinner Served @ 5:45 PM) 
 

 
 

 

March 25 — Chicken Fried 
Steak 

Kay Craig & Betty Magnuson 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Taking reservations has helped us to 
reduce food waste in the kitchen and 

improved our meal planning. We plan to 
continue the reservation process, but will 

also take walk-ins as long as we have extra 
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the 

reservation process, so, if you’d like to 
attend, please email Kay at  

kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

We are now accepting credit card 

payments at Wednesday Night 

Supper! 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW UNWIND will meet on 3/2 at 6:00 p.m. at Sylvia’s Enchilada Kitchen. 

PW MODERATORS on 3/4 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 3/4 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 3/3 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 3/11 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

Lesson 7 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity. 

ZIP TRIP to Brenham to the Bluebell Creamery on 3/18 at 9:30 a.m. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 3/25 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2025-2026 (Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 

Jesus Christ) are available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.  

Please join the Unwind Group for dinner 

at Sylvia’s Enchilada Kitchen (1140 

Eldridge Parkway, 77077) on Monday, 

March 3rd, at 6:00 PM. Sylvia serves food 

from different regions of Mexico, and also  

Tex-Mex. Please RSVP to Jacquie 

Ballesteros at 713-305-1114, only if you 

plan to attend. We hope to see you there! 

 

Bible Study Using Zoom: March 3rd at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lesson 7 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be 
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, March 3rd, at  
7 p.m.  All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 
videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to 
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

Presbyterian Women this Month 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, March 25th, 

from 9:30-11:00 AM in the Conference Room. Bring 

your projects, needle and thread, and/or fingers for 

stuffing and stitching. See you then! 

PW ZIP Trip 
 

The Presbyterian Women plan to ZIP to the Bluebell 
Creamery on Wednesday, March 18, 2026. This is an 

open trip, so invite your friends, husbands, and 
grands! Please contact Marguerite Priest at 

mepriest@hotmail.com or 281-435-3941 for more 
information. 

 
April will be an opportunity to attend the PW Spring Gathering at First 
Presbyterian Church in Navasota, on Saturday, April 11th, and also the 

Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services Annual Luncheon on 
Thursday, April 16, 2026, at the Lakeside Country Club. Please contact 

Patti Nanney or Marguerite Priest 
for more information or to 

reserve your place at the table.  

SBPC Scholarship applications are now available for interested 
students! Completed applications are due May 1 for the year applying, 

and should be submitted to Sarah Dikeman for the women’s 
scholarship and Ken Crawford for the men’s scholarship. 

mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Don’t forget to spring forward! 

Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 8th. Don’t 

forget to set your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night.  

 

Let’s Celebrate Our March Birthdays! 
 

Join church members and friends on Sunday, March 8th, immediately 

after Worship as we gather to celebrate those among us born in March.  

Sweet treats and snacks will add to the festive spirit of the day.   

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, March 

16th, at 10:00 AM! The theme for this month is St. 

Patrick’s Day! Please see Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah 

Dikeman if you are interested in helping out. 

The Faith Development Team needs your help with our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt!  

There are different tasks we need to do to get ready: contribute candy (no 
nuts), contribute non-candy items (small toys, stickers, etc.), help stuff 

Easter eggs (after Worship on March 29th), help hide 
Easter eggs, and help with cleanup.  Please review the 
available slots at this Sign-Up Genius Link. Anything 
that you can contribute would be greatly 
appreciated!  Please bring all contributions (e.g. candy, 
small toys, stickers, etc. to Pastor Savannah's 
office).  Thank you!  Questions?  Contact Pastor 
Savannah (savannah@springbranchpres.org)  

https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=2167be1f45&e=5008dad336
mailto:savannah@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Stories & Songs occurs during Worship, with 

stories from Growing in God’s Love, songs, 

coloring pages, and crafts.  Pastor Savannah has 

chosen the stories to coincide with the Sermons.  

This program is during the Worship Service for 

ages 3-6 years old.  Children leave the Sanctuary 

right after Children’s Moment and are returned to 

their parents during the last hymn.   

 

Volunteers are needed weekly to help with this 

program.  Please call Pastor Savannah in the church office. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells have made 

a return! If you are interested in participating, please 

email musicdirector@springbranchpres.org. The Choir 

has also resumed meeting and we are looking for some 

new members to join us! If you are interested in 

participating, please email 

musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.  

mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org
mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 

Cyndi and Nick Ballesteros 3/27 
Lauren and Mario Tacchi 3/30 
Steve and Patti Nanney 3/31 
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 

James Qualls 3/14 
Linda Crawford 3/15 
Austin Smith 3/15 
Patty Blome 3/17 
Edda Chirwa 3/17 
Patti Nanney 3/18 
Matthew Lassiter 3/20 
Amber Murphy 3/22 
Barbara Lanan 3/28 
Ethan Mitchell 3/29 
  
  
  
  

  

Noah Fake 3/1 
Andrew Blair 3/2 
Beverly Cook 3/6 

David Fuller 3/6 

Amy Cross 3/7 
Gary Mitchell 3/7 
Richard Nix 3/9 

Sam Wright 3/9 

Floyd Christopher 3/12 
Piper Dikeman 3/14 
Madeline Powell 3/14 
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