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GOD = ONE ANOTHER - WORLD

From the desk of Pastor Mark...

Dear Saints,
We all know this phrase that Jesus uttered: “Suffer the little children to come unto me.”

We even know the circumstances: Jesus was teaching the people, and when he finished, people
began bringing their children for him to bless. The disciples tried sternly to keep the children and
their parents away from Jesus. But the Lord said not to keep the children away from him.

With a quick Google search, we know the Bible verses: Matthew 19:14, Mark 10:14, Luke 18:16.

So, we know a lot about this particular verse. Now let’s ask ourselves a good question:
Is our church “suffering” the little children to come to Jesus?

My answer is a resounding YES! Just look at all we do:

« We invite the children to stay in our worship services — and provide professional babysitting if
the parents choose it.

 Right after the “Passing of the Peace” we invite them forward during the worship service for
our Children’s Sermon (AKA “A Time with the Younger Church” as I call it).

o Our number one benevolence or mission is the Spring Branch Presbyterian Academy, which
has been in place for more than many, many years.

« We have a board of directors for the Academy consisting of church members and elders.

« We have a wonderful Vacation Bible School every summer.

« We don't just allow the Academy to work within our church building; we remain engaged with
their leaders, teachers, children, and even the parents.

I'm sure there is plenty more that would point to our support and encouragement of children in
our faith community.

So, now ask yourself: what are YOU doing to follow Jesus’ instruction?

How are you “suffering” the little children to come to the Lord?

Are you inviting your own children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews to church?
Are you supporting the Academy in any way you can?

Are you attending Sunday School and encouraging other “children” to also attend?

Do you acknowledge you are a child of God who is in need of Christ’s love and blessing?

If you are doing all these things — and more! — then you are doing your share of suffering our little
children to come to the Lord! Blessings abound! Amen!
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The “Mission of the Month” in May is Mo-Ranch

Presbyterian Mo-Ranch Assembly is a conference
and retreat center in Hunt, Texas, for the Synod of
(4 4 the Sun of The
MMAW Presbyterian
el Church (USA).
Since 1949,
Qf tﬁe Montﬁ Presbyterians and
others have been
brought closer to God by Mo-Ranch’s natural beauty, and
by opportunities to get closer to God. The
conference and retreat center’'s mission is
to foster growth in God through Jesus
Christ by sharing its unique living,
learning, Christian environment.
Mo-Ranch has been a very important
mission of our church for many years and
many of our congregation find this to be a
restorative and special place. The photos

are from our most recent family retreat in
March of 2024.

PCHAS Luncheon - On April 16th, about 35 members, staff, and friends of Spring Branch Presbyterian
Church attended the annual fundraising luncheon hosted by the Presbytenan Children’s Homes and
Services (PCHAS) at Lakeside ‘
Country Club. PCHAS provides
Christ-centered care and support for
struggling children and families. Learn
more about PCHAS here:
www.pchas.org/who-we-are/.

Family Centered | Strength Focused Goal Drive

Fair Haven Food Pantry — People
are hungry all year round, not just ' -
during the Souper Bowl of Caring or the wmter holiday season. Anytlme you are at the grocery store,
consider putting a few extra items in your cart and drop them off in the donation bins outside the church
office. Fair Haven also needs your extra disposable plastic grocery bags. They re-use these by sending
the groceries home in these bags instead of purchasing new ones. This is just one more thing you can
do to be green!

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4t Saturday of each month we look for individuals to
deliver meals to shut-ins. We have 2 routes, so we usually need a total of 2 pairs of volunteers
each month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are interested in volunteering to deliver meals.



CONGREGATION SPOTLIGHT

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church

written by Patti Nanney

OnJune 25, 1991 our church’s Session approved Mary Cole
as an official representative of Spring Branch Presbyterian
Church (SBPC) to the Presbyterian Children’s Home in
Itasca, Texas. That was the beginning of SBPC supporting a
group that gives Christ-centered care and hope to children
and families. It was Mary Cole who first started our
tradition of putting a new, crisp $1 bill in the birthday cards
that we sent to the foster kids of Itasca. It was a simple way
we could tell those kids that we were thinking about them,
and we cared about them. We continue that tradition
today; however, we now put a $2 bill in the birthday cards.
A unique bill for a unique child. Our PCHAS Ambassador
after Mary was Helen Hogg.

When PCHAS opened an office in Houston, our church
stepped up to support PCHAS even more. Probably our
church’s favorite event of the year is the annual fundraiser
luncheon. When | retired 15 years ago, | attended my first
luncheon. | was shocked to see 58 SBPC people spread
among 6 tables. As we get older and a little smaller in
church size, we still have people at 4 tables. We even have
a couple of members that so believe in the PCHAS program
that they have been underwriters for the luncheon.

Our Ambassador Helen got us involved in the Christmas
Angel Tree program. The problem was, we already had

a similar program called Angel Tree for kids of prisoners,
and it was confusing our congregation. So, Helen was the
one that started our tradition of the PCHAS Ornament
Tree at Christmas time. We put ornaments on a Christmas
Tree, which is placed in the foyer by our Church Office.
The individual gets an ornament off the tree and donates
anywhere from S5 to $100 to PCHAS.

After Helen, Ferrell Thorpe took over as our PCHAS
Ambassador. It was Ferrell who helped PCHAS’ Senior
Development Officer, Jana Hobbs, to purchase the first
sheets, towels, dishes, and pots and pans for the Single
Parent Homes at St. John’s campus.

The ladies at SBPC continue to periodically collect items for
the Single Parent Homes including cleaning supplies, sheets
and towels, pots and pans, and any other items they might
need.

Ferrell also started the ladies of our church sending four
times a year College Care Packages to Foster Care kids that
graduated out of the program and moved on to college.
We started with 3 kids, moved on to 26 kids, and now we
are back to just a few PCHAS kids in this program. In recent
years several of the ladies of our church have volunteered
to pray for these college kids and periodically send them
notes and cards. '

After Ferrell, I, Patti Nanney, became the PCHAS
Ambassador 14 years ago, and we are continuing all of the
programs previously mentioned. Our church has a day care
center with over 200 children, so | invited the parents of
our day care kids to join in our church’s collection drives,
too. Our collection drives include school supplies for foster
children each June and July, plus a variety of other needs
through the years such as Birthday Bags with all of the
things for a birthday party, suitcases and backpacks for
kids that may only have a bag to put their clothes, and an
emergency diaper drive.

In addition to all of these activities, SBPC gives benevolence
donations to PCHAS each year. Part of the process our
church goes through before we give out benevolences is to
verify their charity rating so we can give with confidence.
PCHAS ranks among the highest. SBPC knows that when
we give money or other support to PCHAS, they will use
those resources wisely for housing, caring, educating and
supporting children and their parents in a Christ-like
manner. But none of that could happen without

the caring and professional manner of
the PCHAS staff.

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services HOME 7




Fellowship Hall

Save-the-Date for
Vacation Bible School!
June 8-12, 2026
9:00 AM-11:30 AM

A time of worship, music, crafts, recreation, mission, science, and
fellowship is being planned. We welcome any individuals that would
like to participate or volunteer to please let Pastor Savannah,
Jacquie Ballesteros, or Pastor Mark know.

Register online here:
myvbs.org/sbpc-vbs-2026
(digital registrations are preferred!)



https://www.myvbs.org/sbpc-vbs-2026
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STRENGTH

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church, 1215 Campbell Rd.
Vacation Bible School: Monday-Friday, June 8®"-12%", 9:00 — 11:30 a.m.

Child’s Name:

Age Information (for children who have completed Pre-K through just finished Sth grade):

Date of birth

Age on June 8

Last school grade completed (2025-2026)

Parent/Guardian Name:

Address:

E-mail Address:

Phone Numbers: Cell Home
Work

Home Church (if not SBPC):

Allergies/Medical Information/Other:

Emergency Contact(s):

Name Phone

Name Phone

Dismissal Information:

Name(s) of person(s) other than parents who may pick up this child from VBS:

Forms should be returned to the church office or emailed to vbs(@springbranchpres.org.




Wednesday Night Supper
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Taking reservations has helped us to
reduce food waste in the kitchen and
improved our meal planning. We plan to
continue the reservation process, but will
also take walk-ins as long as we have extra
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the
reservation process, so, if you’d like to
attend, please email Kay at
kay@craig-heidt.com.

We are now accepting credit card
payments at Wednesday Night
Supper!

May 6 — Spaghetti &

Meatballs
Nina Rach

May 13 — Chicken Tenders

Laurie Mitchell
(Dinner Served @ 5:45 PM)

ity

May 20 — Smorgasbord Buffet
Last WNS of the School Year!

Prices for the supper are as follows:
Adults (age 13 & up) S$5.00
Children (ages 1-12) 52.00
Family w/children ages 1-12 512.00

(immediate family only please)

| Children’s Sunday School Class meets 15t &
3rd Sundays of the month at 9:30am in the
Children’s classroom in The Gathering Place.
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4.2 Presbyterian Women this Month
PW at av Glance

PW UNWIND will meet on 5/4 at 6:00 p.m. at Carrabba’s Italian Grill.
PW MODERATORS on 5/6 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)
PW BOARD MEETING on 5/6 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room)
PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 5/13 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation. A salad
luncheon will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a salad to share.

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 5/12 at 7:00 p.m.

Lesson 9 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity.

ZIP TRIP to Brookwood on 5/20 at 9:30 a.m.
HAPPY HANDS will meet on 5/27 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room)

Bible Study Using Zoom: May 12th at 7:00 p.m.

Lesson 9 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, May 12th, at

7 p.m. All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through
videoconference! Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.

cARRABBA g

ITALIAN GRILL:-

The Unwind Group will meet for dinner on Monday, May 4th, at 6:00 PM
at Carrabba’s Italian Grill (11339 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX 77079).
Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at 713-305-1114, only if you plan to
attend. We hope to see you there!
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PW ZIP Trip

BROOKWCOD

The Presbyterian Women will ZIP to Brookwood on Wednesday,
May 20th, for the final ZIP of this season. Please RSVP to
Marguerite Priest at mepriest@hotmail.com. Reservations are very
important at Brookwood for lunch. We hope you can join us!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
. .
. .

Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, May 27th,
at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. Join us
throughout the summer as we continue to stuff
and close pillows for hospital patients and others
who need a hug. We will meet each month
throughout the summer.
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Summer is coming soon and many will be
traveling! Please check your calendars and
signup for Liturgist. We also still need
Acolytes for the summer. Signup for that
as well, please.

Dorothy Slover and son, Pete Slover, Honorary

Counsel from Texas to Luxembourg; His Royal

Highness Grand Duke Guillame of Luxembourg

(on the far right); and also the Foreign Minister
of Luxembourg (on the far left).

Worship Leader Sign-up
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CLASS OF 2026

Deflan Mancilla

Mayde Creek High School
Class of 2026

Dylan Mancilla will graduate from Mayde
Creek High School on May 19th. He has taken a
rigorous schedule of Advanced Placement and
Dual Credit courses, maintaining a strong
academic record, and ranking in the top 10% of
his class.

He is the founder and president of the Rock n’
Roll Club, leading over 20 members and

organizing musical events around the school. He also serves as president of Mu
Alpha Theta, where he helps organize meetings, supports members in mathematics,
and contributes to a stronger academic community.

He competed in cross country for three years from 9th
through 11th grade, balancing athletics alongside
academics and leadership responsibilities.

In addition to academics, he is a drummer and musician
with a strong interest in sound and engineering.

After graduation, he plans to pursue a degree in
Mechanical Engineering.




Celebrate May Birthdays!

Join friends and congregation members in the ** \ //*
breezeway on Sunday, May 10th, as we \HAPP E
celebrate folks born during the month of May. BI THDA ¥
Fellowship and light refreshments will be * /MAY\\

available immediately following Worship. PO

The Choir is looking for some new members
to join us! If you are interested in
participating, please email
musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.

. o 7N
Join us on Sunday, June 7th, for the Ordination and A \
Installation of the Ruling Elders for the Class of 2028 ),\‘//, N
(Neal Dikeman, Theresa Dunlap, and Donald McDaniel). i\‘ ‘g
+ -4
D N

Stewarding Our Church Resources Well

As part of our SBPC family, we all share in the responsibility of caring for the resources God
has provided. Every dollar given is a sacrifice from someone, and I truly want us to use those
funds as wisely as possible.

If you're purchasing items for the church, please try to carry and use our tax-exempt form so
we don’t pay unnecessary sales tax. Those savings really do add up. If you don’t have a copy,
just reach out to me and I'll gladly get one to you.

Also, when paying for services on behalf of the church, please be mindful to keep tips
reasonable. We absolutely want to show appreciation, but we also want to be thoughtful
stewards of the church’s finances.

Thank you for your help and cooperation. If you ever have
questions about purchases or reimbursements, I'm always
happy to help.

Blessings,
Jorida
SBPC Business Administrator
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: The Gathering Place will meet on Monday,
| May 18th, at 10:00 AM! The theme for this
| month is Red, White, and Blue! Please see
| Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if

| you are interested in helping out.

THESE ARE A
FEW OF MY

PW LADIES
LUNCHEON 2026

Who: Ladies of All Ages, member and nonmember

What: Come to enjoy a delicious lunch and fabulous desserts, a raffle with wonderful prizes,
and get to know our fellow PW ladies and our activities a little better.

When: Sunday, August 2, 2026
Immediately following worship

Where: Fellowship Hall at SBPC

[J Reservations to Sarah Powell and tell me your favorite dessert!
We will try to provide the top requested desserts!

(J Volunteers are requested to decorate a table with their “Favorite Thing” and share a few words with the
ladies about that favorite thing - email Sarah Powell

[J Volunteers are requested to supply baskets for the raffle - email Jennifer Miller

(0 There will be worthy causcs to donate to, 2026-2027 Bible Study guides to buy, and a Collection of My

Favorite Recipes as party favors.



A LITTLE

SPRINKLE ©

FOR BABY Boy PoweELL!

JOIN US FOR A BABY SHOWER HONORING

12:30pm

SPRING BRANCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1215 CAMPBELL RD, HousToN TX 77055

\ RSVP 5.17.26 710 SARAH 281.610.0740

REGISTERED: AMAZON & BABYLIST.CcOM
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Please RSVP to Sarah Powell by May 17th! Thanks!
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FOR DISASTER RECOVERY

+J SYNOD

WWW.SYNODSUN.ORG/SPDR

2025

Year inLeview .,

The average
time between
billion-dollar
weather and

Disaster Relief Across 11 Presbyteries climate

__CIMARRON

130 Wildfires in 44 Counties INDIAN
NATIONS EASTERN

March 14 @ OKLAHOM#
Severe Storms
March 4 5 '

Flooding across 30 counties
July 4

2025 DISASTER GRANTS
©

$78,000 Long Term Recovery Grants

()

$15,000 Church Damage Grants

2

$67,500 Initial Response Grants

$160,500 TOTAL GRANTS
Qvoroled

Presbyterian Disaster/Assistance

?’j & the Synod of the Sun

March 29

disasters in the
U.S. in 2025.

14 Tornadoes
March 14-15

SouTH Church Fire
LOUSIANA January 3

Crisis Ministries
December 1

,J?n&dwéd&@aaa

October 1 - November 12

Flooding @ Overwhelmed Food Ministries

DISASTERS:

sudden calamitous situations

that overwhelm a church community,

causing widespread destruction and

severe disruption to social and economic
functioning, requiring external aid for recovery

SPDR partners with presbytery disaster response
committees to support local initiatives such as:

@ Weather-related disaster recovery programs
@ Community partnerships for long-term recovery

@ Supporting overwhelmed church food ministries

Encouraging First Aid/CPR/AED & Active
Shooter Response trainings

@ Providing church disaster preparation trainings



BEAUTIFY THE CHURCH

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings
while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?
The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If

br~  you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to

/ sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by
using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/
g20/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email
jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org. The cost per arrangement
is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY! Checks
should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed
in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends — The 4th
Saturday of each month we look for individuals
to deliver meals to shut-ins. We have 2 routes,
so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each
month. Please contact Lu Taylor if you are

. . interested in volunteering to deliver meals one
month. Or go to this LINK to sign-up online!

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Would you like to receive our weekly Sigl’l up for our

announcements via email every Friday? M alll ng Ll st
Sign-up by visiting our Church website,

www.springbranchpres.org.

Church’s Prayer Chain List?

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer.
If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a
prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be
for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer.



mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
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Nick Goodrich IIT 5/2 Rebecca Alegria 5/15
Bryn Fuller 5/4 Curtis Stockton 5/15
Claire Tessier 5/8 Madelynn Turney 5/21
Evan Powell 5/9 Savannah Goodman 5/22
Ken Crawford 5/10 Jeanne Plunkett 5/22
Caroline Bik 5/11 Kay Kay Haulcy 5/23
Dr. Matthew Dikeman  5/11 Nikki Childs 5/26
Ellie Cross 5/14 Thomas Daley 5/29
Anthony Tapia 5/14
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Jim Kunkel and Lu Taylor 5/16
Robert and Sonya Bear 5/31
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Sponsored By:

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
1215 Campbell Road

Houston, Texas 77055

(713) 464-7659
www.springbranchpres.org




