
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark... 
 
Dear Saints, 
 
We all know this phrase that Jesus uttered: “Suffer the little children to come unto me.” 
 
We even know the circumstances: Jesus was teaching the people, and when he finished, people 
began bringing their children for him to bless. The disciples tried sternly to keep the children and 
their parents away from Jesus. But the Lord said not to keep the children away from him. 
 
With a quick Google search, we know the Bible verses: Matthew 19:14, Mark 10:14, Luke 18:16. 
 
So, we know a lot about this particular verse. Now let’s ask ourselves a good question:  
Is our church “suffering” the little children to come to Jesus? 
 
My answer is a resounding YES!  Just look at all we do: 

• We invite the children to stay in our worship services – and provide professional babysitting if 
the parents choose it. 

• Right after the “Passing of the Peace” we invite them forward during the worship service for 
our Children’s Sermon (AKA “A Time with the Younger Church” as I call it). 

• Our number one benevolence or mission is the Spring Branch Presbyterian Academy, which 
has been in place for more than many, many years. 

• We have a board of directors for the Academy consisting of church members and elders. 
• We have a wonderful Vacation Bible School every summer. 
• We don’t just allow the Academy to work within our church building; we remain engaged with 

their leaders, teachers, children, and even the parents. 
 
I’m sure there is plenty more that would point to our support and encouragement of children in 
our faith community. 
 
So, now ask yourself: what are YOU doing to follow Jesus’ instruction?  
 
How are you “suffering” the little children to come to the Lord? 

• Are you inviting your own children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews to church? 
• Are you supporting the Academy in any way you can? 
• Are you attending Sunday School and encouraging other “children” to also attend? 
• Do you acknowledge you are a child of God who is in need of Christ’s love and blessing? 

 
If you are doing all these things – and more! – then you are doing your share of suffering our little 
children to come to the Lord! Blessings abound! Amen! 
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Save-the-Date for  
Vacation Bible School! 

June 8-12, 2026 
9:00 AM-11:30 AM 

 
 

 
A time of worship, music, crafts, recreation, mission, science, and 
fellowship is being planned. We welcome any individuals that would 

like to participate or volunteer to please let Pastor Savannah,  
Jacquie Ballesteros, or Pastor Mark know. 

 
Register online here: 

myvbs.org/sbpc-vbs-2026 
(digital registrations are preferred!) 

https://www.myvbs.org/sbpc-vbs-2026


 

 



 

 
 

Wednesday Night Supper  
 

 

May 6 — Spaghetti & 
Meatballs 

Nina Rach 

 
May 13  — Chicken Tenders 

Laurie Mitchell 
(Dinner Served @ 5:45 PM) 

 
 

 
 

May 20 — Smorgasbord Buffet 
Last WNS of the School Year! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Taking reservations has helped us to 
reduce food waste in the kitchen and 

improved our meal planning. We plan to 
continue the reservation process, but will 

also take walk-ins as long as we have extra 
food to serve. Kay Craig has taken over the 

reservation process, so, if you’d like to 
attend, please email Kay at  

kay@craig-heidt.com.  

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

We are now accepting credit card 

payments at Wednesday Night 

Supper! 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

PW at a Glance  
 

PW UNWIND will meet on 5/4 at 6:00 p.m. at Carrabba’s Italian Grill.  

PW MODERATORS on 5/6 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW BOARD MEETING on 5/6 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 5/13 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation. A salad 

luncheon will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a salad to share.  

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 5/12 at 7:00 p.m. 

Lesson 9 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity. 

ZIP TRIP to Brookwood on 5/20 at 9:30 a.m. 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 5/27 at 9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

The Unwind Group will meet for dinner on Monday, May 4th, at 6:00 PM 

at Carrabba’s Italian Grill (11339 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX 77079). 

Please RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at 713-305-1114, only if you plan to 

attend. We hope to see you there! 

 

Bible Study Using Zoom: May 12th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lesson 9 of Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ will be 
discussed by the group of women using Zoom on Tuesday, May 12th, at  
7 p.m.  All SBPC women are welcomed in this Bible study group through 
videoconference!  Contact Sarah Powell at mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com to 
receive the Zoom invitation to join the meeting.   

        Presbyterian Women this Month 

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/resilience-joy-identity/
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com
mailto:mrspowelltobe@yahoo.com


 

 

Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, May 27th, 

at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. Join us 

throughout the summer as we continue to stuff 

and close pillows for hospital patients and others 

who need a hug. We will meet each month 

throughout the summer.  

PW ZIP Trip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Presbyterian Women will ZIP to Brookwood on Wednesday, 
May 20th, for the final ZIP of this season. Please RSVP to 

Marguerite Priest at mepriest@hotmail.com. Reservations are very 
important at Brookwood for lunch. We hope you can join us!  

From the Metropolitan Club Gala in New York 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Slover and son, Pete Slover, Honorary 

Counsel from Texas to Luxembourg; His Royal 

Highness Grand Duke Guillame of Luxembourg 

(on the far right); and also the Foreign Minister 

of Luxembourg (on the far left).  

Summer is coming soon and many will be 
traveling! Please check your calendars and 

signup for Liturgist. We also still need 
Acolytes for the summer. Signup for that 

as well, please.  
 

Worship Leader Sign-up 

mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60849803-2026#/


 

 

Dylan Mancilla will graduate from Mayde 

Creek High School on May 19th. He has taken a 

rigorous schedule of Advanced Placement and 

Dual Credit courses, maintaining a strong 

academic record, and ranking in the top 10% of 

his class. 

 

He is the founder and president of the Rock n’ 

Roll Club, leading over 20 members and 

organizing musical events around the school. He also serves as president of Mu 

Alpha Theta, where he helps organize meetings, supports members in mathematics, 

and contributes to a stronger academic community.  

 

He competed in cross country for three years from 9th 

through 11th grade, balancing athletics alongside 

academics and leadership responsibilities. 

 

In addition to academics, he is a drummer and musician 

with a strong interest in sound and engineering.  

 

After graduation, he plans to pursue a degree in 

Mechanical Engineering. 

Dylan Mancilla 
Mayde Creek High School 

Class of 2026 



 

  

Celebrate May Birthdays! 

Join friends and congregation members in the 

breezeway on Sunday, May 10th, as we 

celebrate folks born during the month of May. 

Fellowship and light refreshments will be 

available immediately following Worship. 

The Choir is looking for some new members 

to join us! If you are interested in 

participating, please email 

musicdirector@springbranchpres.org.  

Join us on Sunday, June 7th, for the Ordination and 

Installation of the Ruling Elders for the Class of 2028  

(Neal Dikeman, Theresa Dunlap, and Donald McDaniel). 

Stewarding Our Church Resources Well 
 
As part of our SBPC family, we all share in the responsibility of caring for the resources God 
has provided. Every dollar given is a sacrifice from someone, and I truly want us to use those 
funds as wisely as possible. 
 
If you’re purchasing items for the church, please try to carry and use our tax-exempt form so 
we don’t pay unnecessary sales tax. Those savings really do add up. If you don’t have a copy, 
just reach out to me and I’ll gladly get one to you. 
 
Also, when paying for services on behalf of the church, please be mindful to keep tips 
reasonable. We absolutely want to show appreciation, but we also want to be thoughtful 
stewards of the church’s finances. 
 
Thank you for your help and cooperation. If you ever have 
questions about purchases or reimbursements, I’m always 
happy to help. 
 
Blessings, 
Jorida 
SBPC Business Administrator 

mailto:musicdirector@springbranchpres.org


 

 

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, 

May 18th, at 10:00 AM! The theme for this 

month is Red, White, and Blue! Please see 

Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if 

you are interested in helping out. 



 

 

Please RSVP to Sarah Powell by May 17th! Thanks! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 

Rebecca Alegria 5/15 
Curtis Stockton 5/15 
Madelynn Turney 5/21 
Savannah Goodman 5/22 
Jeanne Plunkett 5/22 
Kay Kay Haulcy 5/23 
Nikki Childs 5/26 
Thomas Daley 5/29 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Nick Goodrich III 5/2 
Bryn Fuller 5/4 
Claire Tessier 5/8 

Evan Powell 5/9 

Ken Crawford 5/10 
Caroline Bik 5/11 
Dr. Matthew Dikeman 5/11 

Ellie Cross 5/14 

Anthony Tapia 5/14 
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

Jim Kunkel and Lu Taylor 5/16 
Robert and Sonya Bear 5/31 
  
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 


