
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark... 

 
As our nation’s 250th birthday party grows closer, I love to stop and think about 
how blessed our country has been. 
 
Throughout our turbulent history, we have tried repeatedly to be “one of the good 
guys” that other countries can count turn to for help and friendship. Look no 
further than how we respond when natural disasters occur anywhere in the world, 
or how we treat our enemies after we have come through war. 
 
After the American Revolution, our various leaders immediately reached out to 
Great Britain hoping to establish trade and friendship. At times, those attempts 
were met with silence or indifference, but today – we can say Great Britain is one 
of our staunchest allies and friends. 
 
After the terrible carnage of World War II, we used American taxpayer dollars to 
rebuild Germany, much of Europe, and Japan. Without those funds and our 
efforts, millions of people could have starved, and the world might be a much 
tougher place today. Instead, again we can look back with satisfaction at Germany 
and Japan as strong allies and friends. 
 
I am always struck by the way we wage peace after we wage war. We are certainly 
not perfect, but we do our best to follow the words of the Old Testament prophets, 
Isaiah and Micah, who wrote that nations "will beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks.” Our current enemies might despise us for 
their own reasons, but they would do well to study our overall history to see what 
might be accomplished in both our futures. 
 
In the world, there are more than 250 countries to choose from, and yet – even 
with all the criticisms leveled at us – people still choose us to come to have a 
chance at a better life. That speaks well of our country, our culture, and our spirit. 
 
So, I proudly say, “Happy 250th Birthday, USA” and may we remain strong, free, 
and especially blessed. Amen! 
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Celebrate July Birthdays! 
 

Join us in the breezeway, weather 
permitting, for our next Birthday 
Celebration on Sunday, July 12th.  

Immediately after worship, we will gather 
for light snacks as we honor our July 

birthdays! 

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, 

July 20th, at 10:00 AM! The theme for this 

month is Summer Beach! Please see 

Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if 

you are interested in helping out. 

The Children's Sunday School 

Class will be taking the month of 

July off for summer vacation.  

Join us when we resume on Sunday, 

August 2nd! 



 

 

The Unwind Group will meet for 

dinner on Monday, July 6th, at 

6:00 PM at Ember & Greens (9403 

Katy Freeway, 77024). Please 

RSVP to Jacquie Ballesteros at 

713-305-1114, only if you plan to 

attend. We hope to see you there! 

 

PW at a Glance  

(There will be no Board Meetings, Bible Moderator Meetings, Bible Study,  

or Zip Trips during the Summer) 

 

 

 

PW UNWIND will meet on 7/6 at 6:00 p.m. at Ember & Greens (9403 Katy Freeway). 

HAPPY HANDS will meet on 7/22 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

There will be a PW WELCOMING LUNCHEON on 8/2 at 12:15 p.m. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2026-2027 (United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other) are 

available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.  

Happy Hands will meet on Wednesday, July 22nd, 

at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. All stuffers 

and stitchers are welcome to join us. If you’d 

rather knit, crochet, or just visit, that’s good, too. 

All are welcome. We continue to meet during the 

summer months. We hope you will join us! 

     Presbyterian Women this Month 



 

 

Laurie Mitchell would love to have your favorite 
dessert recipe or two for a special project for this year’s 

annual ladies luncheon.  You may give them to her  
in-person or via email at 

laurieannemitchell@gmail.com.   
Please note the different email address!  She is now 

retired and is using this one for this project.  The 
deadline for submissions is July 15th. 

mailto:laurieannemitchell@gmail.com


 

 

It’s time to start thinking about what “theme” of basket you might want to put together for 
the PW Luncheon!  This year, the theme is “My Favorite Things”, and will be held on Sunday, 
August 2nd. We are currently accepting donations of baskets for our raffle, with all proceeds 
benefiting the Presbyterian Women’s Scholarship/Mission Fund. 
 
Some basket themes we already have donated are: Picnic, Cozy Afternoon, 
Stationary, and Re-Loved American Girl Doll! The ideas are endless! — 
here are some: Halloween or Fall, Gardening, Spa, Back to School, Wine, 
Movie Night, High Tea, Tailgate, and Mexican Fiesta.  
 
Do one yourself or get together with a friend a put together a few of your FAVORITE 
THINGS! Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing you there! 
For questions regarding baskets, please contact Jennifer Miller at 713-562-5897 
or jennmill60@gmail.com.  

mailto:jennmill60@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
Presbyterian Women of Spring Branch Presbyterian Church— 
 
Thank you for the generosity, love, and support you have shared with me during 
my educational endeavors. I am thankful to receive the $500 scholarship for the 
2026-2027 school year. I will do my best to continue performing well in my courses 
and giving time back to the community. It has been lovely to see everyone at SBPC 
a little more frequently during my time back in Houston. Thank you for all that 
you do.  
 
-Caroline Bik 

Caroline Bik 

 

 

 
Dear Presbyterian Women of Spring Branch Presbyterian Church,  
 
Thank you so much for awarding me this scholarship. I am truly grateful for your 
generosity, support, and prayers as I continue my education. Your kindness and 
investment in my future will help me pursue my academic and career goals while easing 
the financial burden of college. It is encouraging to know that my church family believes 
in me and is willing to support my educational journey.  
 
I am especially thankful for your prayers and for the love and encouragement SBPC has 
shown me throughout the years. I will continue to carry the values and faith that I have 
learned at SBPC with me wherever I go.  
 
Thank you again for this blessing and for making a difference in my life. I am honored to 
receive this scholarship and deeply appreciate your support.  
 
In Christ’s love,  
Deona Vakiari 

Deona Vakiari 



 

 



 

 

Mini-Workshops @ Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
Saturday, August 8, 2026, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workshop #1 - Ruling Elder Preaching 
9:00 AM-12:00 noon 

Workshop #2 - Elder Presiding Over Communion 
12:00 noon-1:00 PM 

Workshop Leader: Rev. Mark Plunkett, Co-Pastor, Spring Branch 
 

  
As we all know, there are many churches in our Presbytery that do not currently have 

pastors to lead worship, preach sermons, and preside over the Communion table. 
 

This workshop will have two sections that will enable elders to feel more confident 
when preaching in their churches; ordained elders may also receive specific training 

in how to properly preside over the Communion table, pending approval by 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. 

 
You may attend either workshop or both. 

 
Complimentary light refreshments will be available during breaks. 

 
If you are interested, please email Pastor Mark at: mark@springbranchpres.org to 
reserve your spot in the workshop. Registration is strongly encouraged so we may 

anticipate how many participants will be attending. 
 

All elders whose churches could benefit from these trainings are welcome, invited, 
and encouraged to attend! Questions? Please reach out to Pastor Mark! 

mailto:mark@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Summer Vacation Season has arrived! Please 
remember to snag those extra hotel toiletries while 
you are traveling. It’s also a good time to watch sales 
and stock up on items at dollar stores, and on grocery 
trips. And finally, be on the lookout for women’s sized 
shoe boxes. Seafarers’ Donations can be brought to the 
Church Office anytime of the year! Below is the list of 
requested items from the Seafarers’ Center: 

Hairbrush / Comb Kleenex Lip Balm 

Magnets Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream 

T-shirts (new) Needle & Thread Shaving Cream 

Nail Clippers Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy 

Q-Tips Mechanical Pencils Flashlight w/ batteries 

Popcorn Socks Word Search/ Sudoku/ Fill-in books 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 2027 Calendar 

Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) Disposable Razors 

Dental floss Deodorant Lotion 

Hot Chocolate Key Chains Texas Souvenirs 

Shampoo Playing Cards Toothbrushes 

Conditioner Body Wash Pocket sized notebooks & pens 

Stewarding Our Church Resources Well 
 
As part of our SBPC family, we all share in the responsibility of caring for the resources God 
has provided. Every dollar given is a sacrifice from someone, and I truly want us to use those 
funds as wisely as possible. 
 
If you’re purchasing items for the church, please try to carry and use our tax-exempt form so 
we don’t pay unnecessary sales tax. Those savings really do add up. If you don’t have a copy, 
just reach out to me and I’ll gladly get one to you. 
 
Thank you for your help and cooperation. If you ever have 
questions about purchases or reimbursements, I’m always happy 
to help. 
 
Blessings, 
Jorida 
SBPC Business Administrator 



 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 



 

 

Alex Lopez 7/18 
Lisa Schultz 7/18 
Lauren Tacchi 7/18 
Dr. Mark Turney 7/19 
Riley Fairchild 7/22 
Sandy Chehade 7/26 
Luna Lassiter 7/26 
Gabe Perez 7/27 
Bethany Balli-Caldera 7/29 
Margo Smith 7/29 
  
  
  
  

  

Luke Fuller 7/6 
Tad Mizwa 7/6 
Maggie Wright 7/7 
Don Tremble 7/10 

Miriam Vyles 7/10 
Kyle Eveler 7/11 
Jeannie Stockton 7/11 

Connor Fake 7/13 

Liz Earnest 7/16 
William Lassiter 7/16 
  
  
  
  

  

  

Daniel and Sarah Powell 7/13 
Mark and Jeanne Plunkett 7/30 
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary! 
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