
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark... 
 
Thanksgiving is coming soon… 
 
A good time to reflect on all the blessings we have received from the Lord… 
 
An American tradition started by the Pilgrims and then “officially designated” by President 
Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War… 
 
We tend to romanticize it just a little… pictures in our minds of vast feasts with family and friends, 
turkeys, pies, side dishes, huge tables with people in every space… football games! 
 
But let’s get right to it, people: WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR? Seriously… WHAT? 
 
Is it your health? If not, are at least a little healthier than the average person living in poor 
countries or refugee camps around the world? 
 
Is it your home? If not, do you have electricity? Heat? Air conditioning? Running water? 
If so, then again, you are more fortunate than most people around the world. 
 
Is it your job? Want to take a guess how many people are unemployed right now? (7.11 million) 
Or how many are UNDERemployed? (7.6%) Trying to make ends meet in today’s economy is tough 
enough without the desperate feeling at the end of the month when the rent is due, and you aren’t 
sure the next paycheck will cover it. If you’ve got a job – even a crummy one – give thanks. 
 
Is it your country? Sure, you may not like what’s going on right now… you may find yourself 
avoiding discussions about politics even with your friends because they quickly become too angry. 
But we have had the rule of law run our final decisions for more than 200 years… we can all name a 
few countries that would love to have that record (North Korea, Iran, Russia, China, Haiti, etc.). 
 
Is it your family? Not everyone has a family that can even exist in the same room. But some 
people literally have no family at all. Visit any nursing home or rehab center, and you can meet 
dozens of people who have no visitors, no family, no one to cheer for their improvements or to 
bring them to family gatherings. If you’ve got family, cherish them. 
 
The old song says it best: 
If you’re worried and you can’t sleep, just count your blessings instead of sheep. 
And you’ll fall asleep, counting your blessings. 
 
Be thankful! Give thanks to the Lord who provides our blessings! Amen! 
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Stress ball NESCAFE instant coffee Deodorant 

Toothbrush, Toothpaste Hot chocolate/drink mix-ins Multivitamins 

Fish Oil Razors Shaving Cream 

Hairbrush Comb Mini first aid kit 

Insulated tumbler Fabric bandaids Lip balm 

Nail grooming kit Q Tips White athletic socks 

Small Bibles RSV, NIV Baseball cap T-Shirts (M, L, XL) 

Small whistle Light weight work gloves (M, L, XL) Small notebooks 

Cold weather caps Pens/mechanical pencils Puzzle books 

3-in-1 Shampoo/Conditioner/Body 
wash 

Wireless Earbuds Small flashlight with batteries 

Popcorn/snacks Gum Hard candy 

Sewing kit 2027 calendar USB flash drive 

Christmas ornaments Playing cards Texas Magnets 

Mouthwash Cough drops Mini games 

Gold Bond powder/lotion Dental floss Texas souvenirs and  

keychains 

It’s time to prepare to pack Seafarer’s Boxes on November 29th! 

On Sunday, November 29th, we will be packing and wrapping 
shoe boxes at 9:30 AM in the Gathering Place, full of goodies to 
send to the Seafarers’ Center at the Port of Houston.  We need 
lots of boxes, so get out there and go shoe shopping! Our goal is 
to collect over 125 boxes to pack.  Ladies’ sized boxes are the best, 
but we can also accept the plastic shoe boxes with lids that you 
can buy at the dollar store, at Walmart, or other stores.  
 
If your family enjoys selecting, packing and wrapping, consider 
filling a box (or several) on your own. This has been quite  
successful, so we will continue to offer this option. Please bring any fully wrapped boxes to 
the church by Wednesday, November 18th. Laurie would like to guarantee 125+ boxes 
total, so it would be helpful to know how many we will be packing and wrapping together 
on the 29th.  

Below is the list of requested items from 
the Seafarers’ Center. The Seafarers prefer 
full sized items over small travel sized items. 
We are also in need of wrapping paper.  
 
If you would like to help deliver, please let 
Laurie know.  



 

 



 

 

Our Stewardship Campaign is coming soon!  
Save the Date for Dedication Sunday and the Stewardship Luncheon — Nov. 22nd! 



 

 



 

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper @ 5:45 PM! 

 

 

Nov. 4  — Beef & Noodles 
Silvia Arguriou 

 
Nov. 11 — Cranberry Chicken 

Jan Fitts 

 
Nov. 18 — Chicken Pot Pies 

Jennifer Miller 

 

Last WNS of the School Year! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

We are now accepting credit card payments at Wednesday Night Supper! 

Taking reservations has helped us to 
reduce food waste in the kitchen and 

improved our meal planning. We plan to 
continue the reservation process, but will 

also take walk-ins as long as we have extra 
food to serve. If you’d like to attend, please 

email Kay at: kay@craig-heidt.com.  
Don’t let a missed RSVP keep you away!  

All are welcome! 

Prices for the supper are as follows: 

Adults (age 13 & up)                 $5.00 

Children (ages 1-12)                 $2.00 

Family w/children ages 1-12    $12.00 

  (immediate family only please) 

mailto:kay@craig-heidt.com


 

 

 

 

PW at a Glance  

 

PW UNWIND will meet on 11/2 at 6:00 p.m. at Postino (791 Town & Country Blvd). 

PW BOARD MEETING on 11/4 at 10:15 a.m. (Conference Room) 

THE HORIZONS Evening Bible study using ZOOM will be on Tuesday, 11/10 at 7:00 p.m. 

PW DAY CIRCLE meeting on 11/11 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

If you would like to join by Zoom, please contact Patti Nanney for an invitation.  

Lesson 3 Video: www.springbranchpres.org/united-through-christ-bound-to-each-other. 

HAPPY HANDS will not meet in November. 

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS for 2026-2027 (United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other) are 

available in the Church Office. The cost is $14.  

PW DIRECTORIES are available in the Church Office. 

        Presbyterian Women this Month  

https://www.springbranchpres.org/adult-education/presbyterian-women/united-through-christ-bound-to-each-other/


 

 

There will not be a Happy Hands meeting in November 
because of the late month Thanksgiving holidays. If you 

have made something that needs to be distributed in 
November or December, please let Doris Wright know to 

make arrangements for your donation. Thank you! 

Special ZIP Trip for December 
 

Normally the Presbyterian Women do not ZIP during 
November and December. However, the Houston Museum 

of Natural Science will have a Special Exhibition of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls beginning November 20th through 

December 29th. If you would like go see them as a group, 
Presbyterian Women and Men (which includes every adult 

member of the church and guests), please contact 
Marguerite Priest, 281-435-3941 or mepriest@hotmail.com. 

 
The cost is $35 for non-members of the Museum and  

$20 for members. 

tel:(281)%20435-3941
mailto:mepriest@hotmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 

The Gathering Place will meet on Monday, 

November 16th, at 10:00 AM! The theme for 

this month is Thanksgiving! Please see 

Jacquie Ballesteros or Sarah Dikeman if you 

are interested in helping out. 

 

November Birthday Celebration! 
 

Join friends and congregation members on Sunday,  
November 8th, right after worship to celebrate our 
November birthdays. We will have light snacks and 

birthday treats.  See you then! 

 Everyone is invited to help prepare the 
Sanctuary for the Advent Season immediately 
after the Stewardship Luncheon on Sunday, 

November 22nd. We are hoping to have many 
hands helping this year, so please come join us! 

Please see Donald McDaniel if you have any 
questions, or if you can attend.  

Advent in a Bag 
 

This Advent, we prepare for Christ’s coming not only by waiting and watching, but 
by living out Christ’s love in action. This year, the Faith Development Team 
decided to make Advent in a Bag kits for families with 
children and/or youth to really explore Christ's love in 
action, and prepare for Christmas together as a family.  
 

The bag includes a Bible story, a craft, and a coloring 
sheet. These bags will be available for pickup in the 
Narthex starting on Sunday, November 29th (one per 
family please).  
 

Questions? Please email Pastor Savannah 
(savannah@springbranchpres.org).  

mailto:savannah@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Handbells are making a return! If you are 
interested in participating, please email megan1661@yahoo.com.  
 
Save our winter schedule & make plans to join us! 
Sunday, November 1st, 12:00pm 
Sunday, November 8th, 12:00pm 
Sunday, November 15th, 9:00am 
Sunday, November 29th, 12:00pm 
Sunday, December 6th, 12:00pm 
Sunday, December 13th, 9:00am 
 
The Bell Choir will play during Worship on November 15th & December 13th! 

Education Building Remodel Updates 
 

After several years of hard work, brainstorming, discernment, 
meetings, designing, planning, and preparation, we are excited 
to share an important update with you! 
 
Pending final approvals from the Academy Board, Property 
Committee, and Session, renovation work will begin at the end 
of this month, November 2026! Every single room in the 
Education Building will be worked on in some capacity, 
including closets!  
 
Throughout the whole campus, there will be new flooring (with the exception of the 
Kitchen and Parlor), paint, new wall coverings, ceiling tiles, AC registers, cabinetry, and 
fully remodeled bathrooms. The list goes on and on, and it’s all going to look fantastic!  
 
The construction will last about 6 months, broken down into 4 separate phases. Each 
phase will see lots of logistical arrangements to keep the campus up and running for the 
Church, Academy, and non-member groups. Programming will have to shift rooms, and 
there will be more shared use of space than usual.  
 
Once final approval and contract signing occurs, more information will be sent out 
church-wide to keep everyone informed of what the next 6 months will looks like, and 
provide some much needed and helpful information to everyone.  
 
Looking towards December, we are hoping to have a gathering onsite at the church with 
copies of the plans and sample materials so that you can have an idea of what the 
building will look like once the work is completed. Stay tuned for more information on 
that! 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact Ethan Mitchell (Property 
Committee Chair). 

mailto:megan1661@yahoo.com


 

 

Poinsettias! 
We will have poinsettias for purchase again this year! You can place your 

order in the Narthex, Church Office, online at this form, or by emailing 

ethan@springbranchpres.org, today through Sunday, December 20th!  They 

are a beautiful way to bring color and brightness to the Church throughout the 

Advent Season! What a lovely way to honor your loved ones, or to have a 

beautiful remembrance of those who are no longer with us. Don’t forget to bring your poinsettia home 

after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please remember to indicate who you are honoring,  

and/or remembering, with your payment of $10.00 to SBPC.  You can mail your payment to the 

Church Office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy for 

you and your family this coming Advent Season. 

 

REIMBURSEMENTS DEADLINE  

APPROACHING... 

Please turn in your personal         

reimbursements no later than December 15th.   

Contact Jorida at jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org 

 

Dust off Your Halos – It’s Time for Our Annual  

Angel Tree Christmas Program 
 

 
 

The Angel Tree Prison Ministries is a program to support the children of 
incarcerated parents during the holiday season.  Spring Branch Presbyterian 
will receive the names of about 20 children in November, and our church 
works to find out their needs from the custodial parent. You will have 
opportunity to select a child or children to purchase a gift 
for. Tags will be available by December 2nd in the Church 
Office, and then again on Sunday, December 6th. The gift 
should be in the $20 range. It should be wrapped and 
returned to the office with the sticker attached to the 
wrap.  The deadline for returning the gifts is Sunday, 
December 13th. 
 
In addition to the gifts, each family receives a basket of food.  Please pick up 
some kid friendly non-perishable food from the store over the next month 
and we will begin to set it aside for our Angel Tree families.  Please direct gift 
questions to Laurie Mitchell and food questions to Linda Crawford. 

https://forms.gle/HnoHb4DgibZ6Na4k9
mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org


 

 

Our church’s 75th anniversary is coming up in 2027! We are looking for folks 
who would like to be a part of a committee to plan for a very special time of 

celebration. Many hands make light work, and we want your input! If you are 
interested in seeing what it is all about, please reach out to Ethan Mitchell at 

ethan@springbranchpres.org.  

SBPC DIAMOND JUBILEE 

 

Bake an Extra Dozen or So Cookies This Season 
 

As you are baking for family and friends this holiday  
season, please consider baking a few extra cookies or  
other baked goods for the Fellowship ministries’ seasonal 
events.  Please let Laurie Mitchell (galamitchell@comcast.net) 
know if you are willing to help.   

Our Advent Devotional for this year is an 

Advent Calendar! There are 

multiple versions, including one 

for children! Advent Calendars 

will be available for 

pickup from the 

Narthex, Parlor, and 

Church Office 

starting on  

Sunday, 

November 29th.  

mailto:ethan@springbranchpres.org
mailto:galamitchell@comcast.net


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

B E AU T I FY  t h e  C HU RC H  

Would you like to beautify the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 

while honoring a loved one or commemorating a special occasion?  

The 2026 Flower Sign-Up Calendar is located in the Narthex. If  

you are currently worshiping from home, but would still like to 

sponsor flowers for a Worship Service, you may signup digitally by 

using this form: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E084CABAC2BA1FA7-60848516-2026, or email 

jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org.  The cost per arrangement 

is $65.00. Special arrangements vary and should be requested EARLY!  Checks 

should be written to SBPC and mailed to the Church Office (Attn: Jorida) or placed 

in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

Would you like to receive our weekly 

announcements via email every Friday?  

Sign-up by visiting our Church website,  

www.springbranchpres.org.  

FRIDAY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church’s Prayer Chain List?  

The email prayer chain is open all who would like to pray for those individuals in need of prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the email prayer chain as a prayer warrior or if you have a 

prayer request for an individual, contact swdmmd@dikeman.net . It is requested that prayers be 

for your family members, or extended families and friends who are in need of prayer. 

HOT 

MEALS 

SBPC Hot Meals on Weekends – The 4th 

Saturday of each month we look for individuals 

to deliver meals to shut-ins.  We have 2 routes, 

so we usually need a total of 4 volunteers each 

month.  Please contact Lu Taylor if you are 

interested in volunteering to deliver meals one 

month.  Or go to this LINK to sign-up online! 

mailto:jorida.vakiari@springbranchpres.org
https://springbranchpres.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2d9226bc0d06cb9ce38ab745e&id=bc068957b7
mailto:swdmmd@dikeman.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AADA929ABF58-53391418-weekend#/


 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

Nina Rach 11/10 
Jennifer Miller 11/11 
Jacqueline Nix 11/11 
Jayden Earnest 11/15 
Kate Cross 11/16 
Matthew Hogg 11/19 
Kolson Walters 11/20 
Jeff Hogg 11/21 
Melissa Rendon 11/21 
Luke Balli 11/23 
McCaslin Ballesteros 11/25 
Rhonda Hill 11/30 
  
  
  

  

Cyndi Ballesteros 11/1 
Catherine Gambrell 11/1 
Renee Henry 11/2 

Marguerite Priest 11/2 

Jacquie Ballesteros 11/3 
Sarah Powell 11/4 
Meg Sides 11/6 

Trinity Nobles 11/7 

Deona Vakiari 11/7 
Joel Alegria 11/10 
Chloe Carpenter 11/10 
Elizabeth Powell 11/10 
  
  

  

  

Victoria and Joseph Kissinger 11/3 
Fonda and Steve Blair 11/4 
Megan and Jeff Hogg 11/4 
Stephen and Liz Earnest 11/6 
Delia and C. Richard Nix 11/16 
Rocco and Lin Sabala 11/27 
  
  
  



 

 



 

 

Sponsored By: 

Spring Branch Presbyterian Church 
1215 Campbell Road 
Houston, Texas 77055 
(713) 464-7659 
www.springbranchpres.org 

 GOD  ONE ANOTHER  WORLD 


